
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, January 3, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh. Mark 
Remick was excused. Visitors: Steve Corson and Bill Stockman.  
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Vander Zanden motioned to accept the minutes of December 
20th, 2016; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:    Walsh suggested that the gate at Sandy Salt Way be moved 
in-ward.  This would be an effort to keep large quantities of sand from disappearing.  It was 
decided to keep the gate where it is for the time being.  

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Fire Department:   Corson had a representative of Safety Works, an OSHA-funded 
organization visit Trenton volunteer Fire Department this week.  The results were 
positive, with the only findings being driving training needs to be documented slightly 
differently. The department’s hose records, pump tests, etc. were very good. The 
inspector found that the boiler room was missing a fire extinguisher.  He commented 
that three unused breaker panels had been taped closed, and the tape needed to be 
removed.  The SHAPE program was introduced, in which records of the fire department, 
inspection results, etc. can be compiled over a period of time to earn lower insurance 
rates and other benefits.  Corson had noted that several people have been using the 
pond outside the station house for their bait-traps. He questioned liability in the case of 
thin ice.  Possibly placing a sign at the pond was discussed. One member of the 
department is starting the Fire Academy this weekend.  

b. Transportation and Traffic Committee:   Stockman reported that the cages in Goose 
Cove had been present until the very end of December.  Within the past few days, the 
cages are no longer visible.  He surmises that the cages may have been sunk, rather than 
removed. He noted that FAA has not responded to any of the town’s letters since early 
in 2016. A local resident has received two responses from FAA to his inquiries.  The 
question of the success of the home-made bird deterrents (contrary to commercially 
manufactured deterrents) has never been fully answered by US Army Corps of 
Engineers.  He is concerned that the same flimsy deterrents will be used again in the 
spring. He asked that the Board seek DMR’s assurance that the cages have not been 
sunk. Vander Zanden suggested that the town also require that Army Corps 
acknowledge that the current deterrents are not in agreement with the Mitigation Plan.  



The Board members agreed that a letter will be written with these respective concerns 
to DMR and to Army Corps. The frustration with FAA’s lack of response was discussed 
and it was suggested that an appeal be made to Mr. O’Donnell’s supervisor.  

c. Scenic Turnout:   Nothing New. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Solid Waste Committee meeting is January 4th.    
  

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):   Vander Zanden motioned to approve; 
Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:      
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Vander Zanden motioned for adjournment; Starr seconded. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:45 pm. Vote:  4 Yes. 


