
 
 
 
 

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
March 15, 2017 – 6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present:  Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Dick Vander Zanden, Carol Walsh, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom. 
(6:15 pm) Excused:  Susan Starr.   Visitors:  Bruce Cameron, Steve Corson, Nancy 
Thurlow,  Mike Zboray, Gary Burr, Marc Gorsse. 
 

II. Visitors comments:   none 
 

III. Administrators Report:  no comments 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes  February 28, 2017:  Mark  Dick  3 - 0 
 

V. Old Business 
a. Fire Department:  no report 
b. Oyster Farm:  Ehrlenbach notified the Board that Andrew Hamilton of Eaton 

Peabody called him for a meeting, as he plans to work with Pettegrow to ask for 
an amendment to the contract to allow sinking the crates to the bottom.  
Remick said that he admitted that the floating crates were bird attracting.  
Ehrlenbach noted that Hamilton had discussed this representation with Jason 
Barrett, the Town’s attorney.  Barrett said the Town has not discussed the Aqua 
Firm with him.  Walsh pointed out that Hamilton’s letter indicated there was no 
eel grass on the bottom, and Ehrlenbach affirmed that was the case.   
Ehrlenbach said that bird attractants should not be on the approach to the 
runway, and this method would hopefully mitigate that problem.  They are only 
on the season for the first season, and then are left on the bottom for two 
years.  With this method there would only be one third on the surface at a time 
in a rotating cycle.   The total number of cages would be about 1500, and 70 are 
there now.   Ehrlenbach asked Hamilton for the bird study and requested he 
send that to Army Corps before making a request for the amendment.   Remick 
asked about the timeframe – Ehrlenbach said he has filed for the amendment 
but it is doubtful there would be a public hearing by DMR.  Vander Zanden said 
the point is well taken; if they aren’t allowed to sink the cages, there will that 
many more on the surface.  This looks like the beginning of a three-year 
rotation.   The permit total is 5,000 cages – which would mean 825 on the 



surface with the remaining under the surface, according to the amendment 
requested with full capacity.  Ehrlenbach asked the Board how they wanted to 
answer the amendment.   Remick asked, since it was not federal channel, are 
the traps taxable.  Hanscom said lobster traps are not taxable, so it is unlikely.  
Remick questioned whether it would be taxable as personal property.  The State 
auditor has told the assessors most towns do not tax traps as it is too 
complicated tracking and depreciating.   The Board, at Remick’s suggestion, 
decided to table further discussion until a later meeting.   

 
VI. New Business 

a. Assessing Agent – Hanscom referred to the Tremont Contract with RJD.  She 
discussed the contract with Muise, who found no fault with the contract and the 
items it covered.  Ehrlenbach pointed out that if no one runs for the open 
assessing position, it may be the only way to go.  Walsh pointed out that 
Hanscom is also the 911 operator.  RJD would issue the same contract at the 
same price.  Walsh will advertise the position and the question will go to Town 
Meeting in the form of a warrant article.   Vander Zanden said the Town is 
already authorized to enter into contracts.  Walsh said that an article needs to 
be in the warrant to eliminate elected assessors.  Ehrlenbach and Vander 
Zanden felt there should be an RFP for the position.  Walsh will attend to that. 

b. Acadia Disposal District – the model letter from MRC for the sale of our share in 
PERC presented by Vander Zanden would amount to $10,000 plus. . 

 
VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s):  Moved Remick and Seconded Vander 

Zanden to approve A/P and Payroll Warrants:  Vote 4 - 0 
 

VIII. Other Business 
 

IX. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:37 p.m.  
 

Trenton Budget Committee Meeting 
6:30 p.m. March 15, 2017 


