
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, January 19, 2016 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom,  Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.  Mark 

Remick was excused. Also attending was Steve Corson. 

 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS: None 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Hanscom motioned to approve the minutes of January 5, 2016; 

Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  4 Yes. 

 

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  Walsh reminded the members that a new generator should be 

included in the budget. Walsh believes a GENERAC should be chosen. Walsh was advised to 

query King Electric, as well as others, to get help determining the specs.  

 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Veterans Memorial Committee:  Walsh reported the fund had just under $10,000 

remaining.  

b. Fire Department: Corson provided Fire Department reports for November and 

December, 2015.  The structure fire at the Mussel Processing Plant, November 14th, 

required crews nonstop for about 12 hours. December 2015 tallied 83 calls for the year, 

while December 2014 had 88 calls. They participated in a controlled burn with Bar 

Harbor. The fire department is querying three different companies in a search for a new 

truck.  Corson suggested that the cost might be $350,000. He plans to seek funds 

through grants and to ask the Hancock County Commissioners for some funding. He also 

will seek a sale of the tanker truck the department currently is using. A visit to a facility 

in Brunswick, Greenwood Fire Apparatus is scheduled for January 29th as a step toward a 

sale. The tanker pump is simply not big enough.  This truck is too awkward to take down 

camp roads, so lines must be run from the truck all the way down the road, and the 

pump is not powerful enough to support that tactic.  From the time a new truck is 

ordered, it will take a year to deliver.  There is a new member of the department that 

has begun the academy. 

c. Traffic Committee:    Nothing added.  

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Airport Sign: Vander Zanden views the new sign as a “flashing sign.” The Big Cats new 

sign is also viewed as a flashing sign. Ehrlenbach recalled that signs that reflect time and 

temperature are not in the same category.  Through discussion, it was determined that 



the speed with which the message changed would determine if the sign was a traffic 

hazard or not.  

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Starr motioned to approve; Hanscom 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:  Hanscom requested that the CEO be required to make a copy of building 

permits for the assessors.  Walsh agreed to inform the CEO to make the extra copy. There 

was some discussion of municipal expenses paid to date. Vander Zanden informed the 

members that there will be an MRC response submitted to the PERC letter recently 

published in the Ellsworth American.  A brief review of the finalized audit was made in 

preparation of Jim Wadman’s visit in February.  

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Vander Zanden motioned for adjournment; Starr seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 7:55 pm. Vote:  4 Yes. 


