
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, March 1, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr and Carol 
Walsh.   Also attending were Tony Smith, Bruce Cameron, Steve Corson, Mike Hodgkins, 
Jennifer Bonilla, Nancy Thurlow, Howard Colter, Doug Munson, Mila     , and Greg Lounder. 
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS: None 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Remick motioned to approve the minutes of February 16, 2016; 
Hanscom seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  No comments.   
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Veterans Committee: Cameron reported that a tentative date for the dedication is set 

for May 21st. The committee will be busy with landscaping and with adding pavers prior 
to the celebration. 

b. Fire Department:  Corson provided department reports for January and February 2016. 
A Saturday morning training in January was very successful. They had 100% participation 
and accomplished all that was necessary. The department had training on Situational 
Awareness in February, which was well received by the members.  Corson stated that 
the Chief’s position is actually a full time job, requiring a large portion of his time. He 
suggested that the stipend, in comparison to other towns in the area, is low.  

c. Traffic Committee: Starr reported that a letter had been drafted to respond to FAAs 
recent communication. The FAAs response to Hancock County, the Town of Mt. Desert, 
and Trenton had continued to use vague terms, stating that new information regarding 
birds and aquaculture now leads FAA to look at these instances on a case-by-case basis, 
yet the new information was not shared in their letter to Trenton. FAA continues to 
stand by its belief that this is a safe endeavor and has no intention at reviewing the facts 
or affecting a repeal of the permit by US Army Corps of Engineers.  Starr compared the 
redundancy in this letter to every other statement from FAA. Vander Zanden motioned 
for Ehrlenbach to sign the letter on behalf of the board; Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

d. Municipal Review Committee:  Lounder and Smith provided the Board with background 
about the Fiberite endeavor in Hamden. The idea for Fiberite came about in the search 
for a more efficient way to deal with solid waste. It was recognized that PERC will not be 
effective after 2018.  Fiberite fits the required scale of the member towns, strives to 
utilize very little space in landfills, and uses modern technology. It will be financed by 
private investors. It requires no up-front investment by member towns.  The Fiberite 



plan will provide an increased capability for removing recyclable products from the 
waste stream.  The identification of Fiberite was the result of a worldwide Request for 
Interest. There were several respondents, but through a vetting process, Fiberite was 
determined to be the best for local needs. The predicted price per ton of $70, which will 
be required to keep the doors open at Fiberite, may be offset with the sale of 
recyclables and biogas.  Hamden was selected as the site because it sits central to the 
largest waste-creating municipalities, and because the town welcomes the facility.  The 
Town of Trenton will need to make a commitment to use or not use Fiberite and to 
remain or not remain a member of MRC.  Fiberite will be functioning in April, 2018. 
Vander Zanden motioned to accept the MRC proposal to go with Fiberite for the future, 
and to sign the joinder agreement, and to allow the Chairman to sign the agreement. 
Vote:  5 Yes.  It was noted that the Hazardous Universal Waste Disposal day will be Sept. 
24, 2016. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
  

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Vander Zanden motioned to approve; Remick 
seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:  The Board of Assessors provided the Business Personal Property 
Abatements that had been discussed on February 16th, but also suggested that the accounts 
with the larger amounts still owed, whether in Maine or elsewhere, should receive notice of 
the debt and an attempt made to collect. Those in Maine could be required to appear in 
Small Claims Court.   A letter from Emera, asking for permission to traverse town roads to 
make necessary repairs was received. Remick motioned to approve; Vander Zanden 
seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. A letter had been received from Time Warner to renew its 
agreement with the town. Remick suggested that the town put this contract out to bid, as 
there was much discussion about the lack in needed service from Time Warner.  The Flood 
Plan revision will be advertised and a Public Hearing will be scheduled. There were two bids 
received for placement of a Generac generator at the Town Office. From King Electric:  
$8,901.00; from Darren Richardson: $10,670. Neither includes propane, but Richardson 
proposed a crushed stone pad; King proposed a concrete base. Hanscom motioned to 
accept the King Electric proposal, conditional on approval at Town Meeting; Vander Zanden 
seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: Vander Zanden motioned for adjournment; Remick seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 7:55 pm. Vote:  5 Yes. 


