
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, May 24th, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol 
Walsh.   Visitors: Steve Corson. 
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Remick motioned to approve the minutes of May 10th, 2016; 
Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  GBT Realty: A representative had visited the Assessors’ Office 
earlier in the week to ask if the Town would consider selling some of the lot next to the 
school. He was told that the subject would be put on the agenda at the next Selectman’s 
Meeting.  He was scouting for land for a retail business.  The board discussed the request, 
and determined that it would have to be asked of the School Committee; probably then to 
the Board of Education; then before the legislative body. The Maine DEP should be 
approached regarding the wetlands on the parcel. The land may have been donated to the 
town, and there may be limitations on resale in the deed, which would have to be 
investigated. The alternatives that could be explored by GBT are the Lighthouse Restaurant, 
Harrington’s Landscaping, the Vining property, as well as a few others.  The Board does not 
have the authority to offer this specific property for sale. Further investigation would have 
to be made by the prospective buyer. Starr will respond to GBT Realty. 

 
MDOT has approached the town to have a Parking Ordinance approved to deal with the 
parking problems caused during the summer by customers at the Trenton Bridge Lobster 
Pound.  All agreed that there is a problem there, particularly along the Thompson property. 
But the town has no means of enforcing a parking ordinance. MDOT should be approached 
to place “No Parking” signs along the roadway. It is an MDOT Right of Way.  The state law, 
however, states that the Municipality is responsible for this parking issue.  Walsh has 
explained to the MDOT representative that there is not enough time for the town to write, 
advertise, and come before the town to vote on an ordinance before the summer season is 
over. 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Solid Waste Committee Appointment: Remick motioned to approve the appointment of 

Rachel Nobel to the Solid Waste Committee. Hanscom seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 
b. Fire Department:   Corson brought forward the contract for the new truck.  Ehrlenbach 

asked if the manufacturer couldn’t extend the contract to September 1, allowing some 



of the tax payments for the next year to be paid, creating a more positive cash flow for 
the town. The desire is to pay the entire amount on the truck up front to obtain a 
$5,000 discount on the price.  Ehrlenbach recommended that two members travel to 
the manufacturer to review the specs before building, and also to inspect the truck and 
related equipment before taking possession. The estimated cost of travel is $3,000.  
Corson will request an extension to September 1st to insure that the discount is 
received.  

c. Traffic Committee:    Nothing to report. 
d.  ADD Appointment: The Solid Waste Committee and will make a recommendation at the 

next Board meeting. 
e. Vining Cemetery: The Vining family has requested that the town take over the Vining 

Cemetery, where there are possibly graves of veterans of early wars, to include the War 
of 1812.  The town is required to maintain veterans’ graves, if known. The Board agreed 
that it would take care of any veterans graves found on the Vining property.  Generally, 
there are no other maintenance requirements of the town in the early, private 
cemeteries throughout Trenton. Neither is there any Right of Way specified to these 
cemeteries. The public is permitted to visit cemeteries, to include those on private 
property.  Ehrlenbach motioned to respond to the Vining request by thanking the family 
for bringing the information to its attention and will accept responsibility for caring for 
Veterans’ graves, as they are identified.  Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Starr will 
prepare the response.  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a.  
  

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Vander Zanden motioned to approve; Starr 
seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:  The Board took some time to review the budget expenditures. The 
budget expenses for the current year are at approximately 82%. Walsh will order a 
Memorial Day wreath for the Veterans’ Memorial. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: Remick motioned for adjournment; Vander Zanden seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 7:50 pm. Vote:  5 Yes. 


