
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, June 7, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol 
Walsh.   Visitors: Steve Corson, Steve Heckman, Diane Heckman, Mia Broad. 
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Remick motioned to approve the minutes of May 24th, 2016; 
Hanscom seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  The existence of Map 1, Lot 37, being owned by the Town, came 
to light (See Below). Mike Barry is getting the sand in.  
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Veterans’ Committee: Nothing to report. 
b. Fire Department:   Corson has arranged to have the truck contract postponed to later in 

the year. Ehrlenbach presented Mia Broad with a Certificate of Appreciation for 
completing the Fire Academy.   

c. Traffic Committee:    Nothing to report. 
d. Vining Cemetery: Starr visited the site both Wednesday and Thursday, observed the use 

of the wheeled computer equipment to identify burial sites, and met Sarah Vining. 
Thursday, the Vining family conducted ceremonies with both a minister and with a color 
guard from the VFW, to rededicate the cemetery.  One grave had been marked as that 
of a War of 1812 veteran named Norris. They believe they have noted the location of 
approximately 60 grave sites. The family admitted that it will be extremely difficult to 
match most graves with names, but that they had compiled a list of residents who are 
likely to have been buried in this cemetery.   The family believes this to have been one 
of the earliest cemeteries in Trenton, near the location of some of the earliest home 
sites. Starr explained to Vining that the Board had formally answered her letter, stating 
that the Town would certainly care for the grave sites of any veterans that were 
identified. It was further explained that the further tending of the cemetery was up to 
those that owned the property. Vining questioned this by stating that her interpretation 
of Maine law differed.  In reviewing Maine State law regarding Maintenance and Repairs 
of Ancient Cemeteries, the law states that the Municipality shall keep in good condition 
all grave sites, headstones, monuments and markers designating the burial place of 
Revolutionary soldiers and soldiers and veterans of the armed forces of the United 
States. It further states that the Municipality may keep the grass, weeds and brush 
suitably cut and trimmed from May 1 to September 30th of each year on all graves, 



headstones, monuments and markers in the ancient burial ground, not designating the 
burial place of Revolutionary soldiers and other members of the armed forces. Thus, the 
law differentiates between what the municipality must do, and what it may choose to 
do. Through further discussion, the Board identified that it does not have the authority 
to take on a responsibility to care for the entire cemetery.  The Town does not maintain, 
with tax dollars, any cemeteries in Trenton. 

e. ADD Appointment: Vander Zanden has approached Tom Sproul to fill this appointment; 
Sproul is thinking about it. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Liquor License Renewal: Trenton Lobster Pound and Real Pit Barbecue. Remick 

motioned approval; Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  
b. Time Warner Cable Negotiations: The Stu Markoon, of Lamoine has asked both Trenton 

and Hancock if they would join in discussions to renew the contract with Time Warner 
(now Spectrum).  Ehrlenbach volunteered to represent Trenton in any negotiations.  

  
VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Remick motioned to approve; Vander Zanden 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:  Starr brought up the notice for the public hearing regarding the Bar 
Harbor Aquaculture Co. plan to place an oyster aquaculture farm over 24.5 acres on the 
other side of the Trenton Bridge, near Thomas Island. The airport had received this notice 
because it is considered an abutter.  Because this will again increase risk of bird strikes for 
arrivals and/or departures at the airport, the Town of Trenton should approach the County 
Commissioners to speak against the effort on behalf of the town. Ehrlenbach will speak with 
Brad Madeira, Airport Manager, to determine if he intends to approach the Commissioners 
about this. The Commissioners will have a regular meeting before the Public Hearing.  

 
Further discussion regarding Map 1, Lot 37, determined that the next step in preparing to 
market this lot would be to obtain a soils test. It was also determined that all abutters 
should be notified of the intent to sell. While it will be marketed publicly, the abutters may 
have interest in purchasing the parcel and should certainly be kept informed. Walsh will 
prepare a letter to the abutters. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: Remick motioned for adjournment; Vander Zanden seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 7:45 pm. Vote:  5 Yes. 


