
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, August 2nd, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol 
Walsh.   Visitors:  Linda Morin, Bill Stockman, Cathy Scarola, Michael Scarola. 
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Remick motioned to approve the minutes of July 19th, 2016; 
Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  5 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:    Walsh reported that the Yard Sale provisions are now in the 
Land Use Ordinance. There is no permit formatted, or a fee identified yet. Walsh has drafted 
an application form, and members of the Board recalled that the fee of $5.00 had been 
discussed in the past.  Remick motioned to approve the use of the Yard Sale Permit 
Application, and the fee of $5.00 per day; Starr seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Fire Department:   The contract and specifications for the new fire truck have been 

received. Discussion is tabled until the next Board meeting. 
b. Traffic Committee:  Starr reported that at the July 28th Public Hearing left one believing 

that DMR has already determined that it will approve and give this latest lease for 
oyster aquaculture. Comments were censored with regard to air traffic safety. The DMR 
moderator insisted that any comments be made complementary to the lease 
application. Numerous individuals from Trenton, as well as others, tried to comment on 
their concerns for safety around the airport and each attempt was stifled by the 
moderator. One heckler was permitted to continue without penalty regarding any 
negative comments.  Stockman reported that the Thunder Mist residents, represented 
by Sally Mills, were not well-represented at the hearing with regard to their concerns. 
Stockman commented at the hearing regarding two public safety issues that must be 
considered by DMR. One was the quality, i.e. contamination, of the oysters after 
countless birds have perched on and flown around the cages. Jon Lewis, DMR, finally did 
admit in the hearing that this type of aquaculture does attract birds, but further told of 
a conversation that Lewis had with some unidentified person (hearsay) in which he was 
told that contamination was not an issue. Stockman continued to address the second 
safety issue, which was air safety, and was immediately cut off by the moderator.  The 
moderator indicated that objections regarding criteria other than DMR criteria, could be 
addressed to the US Army Corps. There was one representative, Shawn Mahaney, 
present at the meeting. After the meeting Starr and Stockman spoke with Mahaney, 



who acknowledged receiving the Trenton and Hancock County letters requesting a 
public hearing. He stated that he would remain in contact with both interested parties 
through the process. He stated that there would probably be a public notice at some 
time seeking public comments regarding this application. There were several 
representatives at the hearing that had connections to the Hancock County Bar Harbor 
Airport, but as no comments were being permitted regarding air safety, they chose not 
to attempt comments. There have been numerous oyster cages placed in Goose Cove in 
the last week or two.  No bird deterrents were noted on the cages. Stockman reported 
that the FAA specialist, Amy Anderson, had been in touch with Brad Madeira, Airport 
Manager, regarding the two oyster farms, and was planning to visit the area to view 
both sites in the near future.  Stockman stated that the citizens’ group will monitor the 
activities in Goose Cove, to insure that the operation complied with the limits of the 
approved lease.  Vander Zanden was concerned with the attitude and behavior of DMR 
as our government, not being courteous and open.  
 

  Starr discussed a letter from MDOT regarding the discontinuation of both the pier  
  project, and the scenic turnout project.  This means that any funding for these projects  
  will be redirected to activities not in Trenton. Starr will attempt to reason with   
  MDOT regarding retaining the scenic turnout project, which still had $200,000 plus  
  funds (for traffic enhancement) tied to the town’s agreement to be home to the Acadia  
  Gateway Center. Members of the Board thought this was worth pursuing, but not likely  
  to have a positive outcome. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Road Work:  Ehrlenbach and Doug Monson reviewed the condition of the Deasey Road, 
the School Road, and necessary work on Industrial Way. Monson will obtain 
bids/estimates for work on these roads. MDOT will begin paving Route 230 before 
September 25th. 

b. Oak Point Community Association: Taxes have been paid, and the town will transfer the 
parcel. Remick motioned to approve, and Starr seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

  
VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Vander Zanden motioned to approve; Remick 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:    
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Vander Zanden motioned for adjournment; Remick seconded. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:55 pm. Vote:  5 Yes. 


