
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, August 16th, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom,  Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.   Mark 
Remick was excused. Visitors:  Steve Corson, Linda Morin, Bill Stockman, and Marybeth 
Linden. 
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Hanscom motioned to approve the minutes of August 2nd, 2016; 
Starr seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:    Walsh reported that the quarterly check from MRC was 
received in the amount of $3,722.42, for the second quarter of 2016.  Doug Monson 
provided a statement of requirements for road work. Walsh will publicize these 
requirements and ask for bids. 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Fire Department:  Ehrlenbach motioned to authorize the Chief Corson to sign the 

contract for the new truck. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes.  
b. Traffic Committee:  Stockman spoke about the observations that members of the 

Friends of Goose Cove have made since the first 70 oyster cages have been deployed in 
the cove in the past month. Several Army Corps and DMR guidelines are being ignored 
by the owner. The entire first year produced no activity on the lease site. DMR may have 
made a report about this lack of activity in the first 12 months, and that details of that 
should be sought. The cages now in the water are not within the specified lease 
parameters. The corners of the section that contains the cages are not adequately 
marked by buoys—having only two of the four corners marked. Stockman took still 
photos and videos of the site that clearly show multiple birds roosting and flying about 
the site. Stockman identified the section holding the cages by GPS and was able to place 
these points on a Google Earth map, clearly showing that they were not within the 
leased space. The cages are also not within the expected formation, being strewn about 
and tied together loosely and irregularly. There are 10 lines of 7 cages each. They have 
been placed too close to the shore (the closest being about 300 feet from shore) and 
could impede riparian navigation. The applicant had stated in his application that they 
would not be less than 500 feet from shore.  Observation revealed rudimentary and 
ineffective bird deterrents on only about half of the cages. Other cages have no 
deterrents. Stockman suggested that all of these points may be used to appeal to DMR 
to repeal the lease. Starr asked if the FAA Wildlife Biologist, Amy Anderson, had been to 



inspect both sites on either side of the Trenton Bridge, as was expected. Starr 
volunteered to call Brad Madeira to inquire about that visit. The Town has had no 
response regarding the letter to US Army Corps. Vander Zanden proposed that the 
Board write a letter to Army Corps and DMR, to inform both agencies of the lack of 
attention to guidelines in the Goose Cove site. Starr added that the letter should also 
ask for details of any monitoring activities that are being carried out by either agency.  
The applicant had provided that the deployment of cages would be more gradual; 
approximately 36 cages at one lease site and the same number at the other site during 
the first year. He is contradicting his own provisions. Vander Zanden motioned to send 
such a letter to Army Corps and DMR; Hanscom seconded. Vote:  4 Yes. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Road Work:  See Administration Report. 
b. Sand Bids: Four bids were received for 2500 yds of 5/8 screened sand, No Dead Sand, 

mixed with supplied salt, to be put up by Dec. 1.: John Goodwin, Jr. -  $6.99/yd.;  Harold 
MacQuinn - $7.00/yd.; Tracey Brothers - $6.00/yd.; R. F. Jordan - $8.90/yd. Starr 
motioned that the bid from Tracey Brothers be accepted; Vander Zanden seconded. 
Vote: 4 Yes. 

c. Corrective Deed: The deed for property transferred to the Oak Point Community 
Association had an error in the Map and Lot identification.  The administrative error was 
corrected. Ehrlenbach motioned to sign the deed. Starr seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

  
VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Vander Zanden asked that this item be taken 

up earlier, out of order. Vander Zanden motioned to approve; Starr seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:    
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Starr motioned for adjournment; Vander Zanden seconded. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:50 pm. Vote:  4 Yes. 


