
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, September 27th, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, and Carol Walsh.   
Susan Starr was excused. Visitors:  Steve Corson, Rachel Nobel, Bill Stockman, and Clive 
Lawrence.  
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Remick motioned to approve the minutes of September 13th, 
2016; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:    Vander Zanden questioned the bid from B & B Paving, which 
had not included an additional $16,000 to $17,000 estimate on the paving (shim coat). 
Monson reported that they were given all of the criteria, just as the other bidders had been. 
B & B was instructed to submit a detailed bid, and still came in lower than all other bidders. 
In light of the low bid and favorable references, Vander Zanden motioned to reaffirm the 
acceptance of B & B Paving for all but the Oak Point Extension; Remick seconded. Deasey 
Road and School Road will be repaved. Vote: 4 Yes.  
 
It was decided to place a Thank You to the fire departments in the Ellsworth American, 
which has been done in past years. The cost is $350. Ehrlenbach motioned to continue the 
tradition; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. Vander Zanden suggested that the Board write a 
letter of thanks to the Trenton fire fighters. 
 
Walsh proposed a letter informing new residents to Trenton that might impart important 
points about living in Trenton, i.e. property taxes, septic and well requirements, vehicle 
registration, law enforcement, etc. This can be included with the introductory letter and 
questionnaire that the Assessors send out. 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson provided the July and August Department reports.  There 
were 8 calls in July, slightly more than July 2015.  There was one accident that could 
have recovered costs. Other departments have a company that collects in such cases for 
them; usually this is done when a citation is written. Vander Zanden asked if Corson 
could look into what other departments do before the budget meetings.  August 
contained 12 calls.  The Department received boat training for 4 hours in August. Corson  
referenced a fatal accident on Route 3, after which the Department received a 
complimentary letter from Sheriff Kane.  There have been debriefing periods after that 



accident and several other serious incidents, so that the members involved can express 
their feelings and observations.  The truck needing repair is back in service. The Fire 
Department is selling pink T-shirts, the proceeds of which are being shared with the 
Beth C. Wright Cancer Research Center.  Members of the Fire Department will travel to 
Florida during the next week for the Pre-Build meeting.  

b. Traffic Committee:    Stockman referenced the answer from DMR to the Town, regarding 
the issues with the Goose Cove farm. He identified the points that the operation was 
not started until over a year after the lease was granted, which his group believes is a 
violation of the permit. DMR ignored the question. The Friends for a Safe Airport 
believes the Town should respond to DMR, again raising this question; also questioning 
the effectiveness of the home-made bird deterrents. More photos have been taken, 
showing birds resting on the cages with the deterrents.  Stockman believes the farm will 
receive a public review after five years, and that all of these concerns need to be 
documented.  Vander Zanden is concerned that a callous attitude toward human life is 
exhibited by DMR, and believes that the public should be bringing this to the attention 
of our legislators.  Stockman believes it is a responsibility of the public and the town 
government to cause corrections to be made when the oyster farm is being managed 
and operated contrary to the requirements of the lease.  DMR should be required to 
answer the questions of the public, which is legitimately concerned about risk.  Vander 
Zanden also called for the bird study data. A new Freedom of Information Act request 
should be submitted to DMR, US Army Corps, and possibly FAA, for the more recent 
correspondence and bird study information.  Lawrence, who has received a written 
response from Michael O’Donnell, FAA, after requesting the study data, methodology, 
etc., with a promise of this information. The actual information Lawrence had requested 
was never received. He later wrote to the head of FAA, who again promised the detailed 
reports, and again these have not been received.  The FAA Biologist visited the site in 
September 2016, knowing that the cages were deployed in July (sic, actually in August), 
watched the cages flipped. The residents of Goose Cove have not observed this activity, 
but have noted that the experimental cages had been flipped in Thomas Bay.  The FAA 
admits that it will work closely with US Army Corps.  The letter also speaks about new 
research, but explains nothing about it. Stockman will send these emails/letters to 
Walsh.  Walsh reported that US Army Corps has agreed to a meeting at the Town Office, 
Oct. 17th, at 6:00 pm to hear public comments about the Bar Harbor/Thomas Bay oyster 
aquaculture application. Remick motioned that the Board write a letter to DMR with 
questions, and prepare FOIA requests, including asking for bird study information, 
Vander Zanden seconded.  Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a.  Scenic Turnout Options: Hanscom reported that several locations had been suggested 

at a brief meeting several days ago. One piece identified as having potential was the 
Trenton Historical Society piece, which the society is in agreement with.  Nobel spoke 
about the benefit to the town to create public access to the water in Trenton, and to 



create a public park that all could easily access.  The Acadia Gateway site was suggested, 
nearer to Route 3. Another site was a parcel on Western Bay which was for sale, but is 
shallow, rocky and may not be suitable for a ramp and pier. Still another was the piece 
owned by Mr. Walsh on Eastern Bay. Remick suggested seeking an easement to the 
water for public access.  Remick still believes the town should seek a pier at the Airport.  
Vander Zanden suggested that the town zoning be reviewed for how shore land 
property could be utilized. Hanscom motioned to table the issue until Starr returns; 
Vander Zanden seconded.  Vote: 4 Yes. 

  
VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Vander Zanden motioned to approve; Remick 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:     
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Vander Zanden motioned for adjournment; Remick seconded. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:00 pm. Vote:  4 Yes. 


