
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, October 11th, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Richard 

Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.   Fred Ehrlenbach and Mark 
Remick were excused. Visitors:  Rachel Nobel and Bill Stockman.  
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Hanscom motioned to accept the minutes of September 27th, 
2016; Seconded. Vote: 3 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:   
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Fire Department:  Discussion of the Fire Department door was tabled until the next 

meeting.  
b. Transportation and Traffic Committee:   Starr reported that Ehrlenbach had signed the 

recent letters to DMR, US Army Corps, and FAA, containing new concerns, and to each 
was sent a FOIA request to update the town’s information files. Starr noted that US 
Department of Agriculture/Wildlife Service, and the Environmental Protection Agency 
ought to have been included in the Army Corps initial action on the Goose Cove Oyster 
Farm, but no documents were contained in the discovery collection received from Army 
Corps. She proposed a FOIA request to USDA and EPA to see if they were ever queried.  
Stockman stated that he is preparing posters for the upcoming Public Hearing, October 
17th, with Army Corps regarding the Thomas Bay farm.  Stockman has spoken with Sherri 
Eldredge, a Marine Biologist in Bar Harbor, who has become very interested in the 
Thomas Bay farm. She is concerned about the environment/water impact of the size of 
this oyster farm and its further impact on other shellfish and marine life in the area. She 
will be addressing the Army Corps on October 17th.  Brad Madeira will attend the 
meeting.   

c. Scenic Turnout Options: Starr realized that the two options requiring purchase of 
property were not the best options because of the cost. Starr asked if a stretch of the 
Trenton coast, that would be suitable for a pier and ramp, could be identified.  Starr 
suggested returning to the ramp at the airport, possibly following the alternative track 
of obtaining lease from the county, at some cost.  The ramp has been used by the public 
for more than two decades. Stockman recalled that there is an element in FAA that 
promotes amphibious aircraft landing sites. By contacting that element, there may be an 
alternate way of approaching the problem. Hanscom brought up the use of the ramp in 
case of an emergency.  Starr suggested that the focus be on property not on the shore, 



and to focus on one of the other options so that the town does not loose funds held by 
MDOT.  Vander Zanden suggested that we approach the County again about the ramp, 
and raised the possibility of soliciting the aid of Hinckley and its location. Starr will 
return to MDOT with the Hinckley/ramp location, as well as other options not on the 
shore. After this general discussion, the members agreed with the exploration of these 
options with the County Commissioners and MDOT. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a.  Yard/Garage Sale Change LUO Change: Hanscom is aware of numerous negative 

comments regarding the permitting for yard sales.  Vander Zanden suggested that these 
individuals circulate a petition and have it taken up again by the Planning Board, and 
voted on at Town Meeting.  Hanscom will assist in this action. 

b. Fragile Town Maps: Starr and Hanscom have found a set of early town maps. They will 
be seeking a location that can laminate them, so they can be saved. The funds will come 
out of the Assessors budget.  

  
VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Hanscom motioned to approve; Starr 

seconded. Vote: 3 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:     
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Hanscom motioned for adjournment; Starr seconded. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:05 pm. Vote:  3Yes. 


