
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, October 25th, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 

Ehrlenbach, Richard Vander Zanden, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol 
Walsh.   Visitors:  Bill Stockman.  
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Vander Zanden motioned to accept the minutes of October 11th, 
2016; Hanscon seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  Regarding the building permit possibly erroneously given by 
the CEO, the Board determined that the town’s attorney should be contacted to obtain 
advice.  

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Fire Department:  Discussion of the Fire Department door was tabled until the next 
meeting.  Motioned by Vander Zanden, seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Transportation and Traffic Committee:    Starr reported that she had transcribed the 
meeting details of the US Army Corps of Engineers hearing on October 17th. Freedom of 
Information requests had been sent out US Department of Agriculture, and the US 
Environmental Protection Administration. It had been suggested that similar requests be 
sent to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Marine Fishery Service. USACE 
admitted that it had already received a response from these later two agencies 
regarding the Bar Harbor Oyster Co. application. Starr will prepare these additional FOIA 
requests.  Stockman recalled that USACE stated it would not take the lead regarding 
public concerns about the oyster aquaculture activities in the vicinity of Trenton. But it 
would respond to input from the public. In other words, it will act as a clearing house for 
concerns. Without public inquiries and interest, USACE will remain entirely passive in 
the approval process. The majority of attendees were opposed to the oyster farms. The 
consensus was that the MDIslander lacked the greater detail that came out in the 
meeting in its subsequent article.  Stockman and Starr will meet with Earl Brechlin, 
MDIslander, later this week to obtain his perspective on the oyster aquaculture issue.  
Starr also mentioned a lead that she had been given to an Associated Press reporter in 
Augusta.  Stockman has observed that the cages in Thomas Bay have been sunk.  

c. Scenic Turnout Options: Starr will be sending an email back to MDOT with site 
recommendations. Vander Zanden stated that the objective is to utilize shorefront in 
tandem with a scenic turnout for the best benefit to the town.  
 



VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a.    
  

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):  Hanscom motioned to approve; Starr 
seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:    Hanscom stated that the house across from her on Oak Point Road had 
been broken into, investigated by authorities, but the door was still wide open.  Walsh will 
contact the owner, to let him know to have it boarded-up.  Walsh asked if she should 
contact an alternative veterinarian to manage the Rabies Clinic this year.  Oceanside Animal 
Hospital in Trenton was suggested.  

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: Remick motioned for adjournment; Starr seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 7:45 pm. Vote:  5 Yes. 


