
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF January 31, 2017 MEETING 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: Land Use Ordinance (LUO) Change – Garage/Yard Sale Removal of Article IV, Section 
4.1.26. The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Hanscom relayed citizens’ concerns regarding restrictions on yard sales. Walsh 
clarified whether the citizens’ petition had objected to portions of the Section, or to all of it. The petition 
objected to the entire Section. Objections were to the rules and the permit requirements. Ehrlenbach 
stated that there is a requirement in the Sign Ordinance as to how many times in a year a Yard Sale sign 
may be placed on a property. Starr questioned how the traffic and safety concerns could be met without 
a change to the LUO.  Vander Zanden motioned to place a first warrant article to see if the inhabitants of 
the Town of Trenton would like to rescind the “permit required” paragragh, including A and B. Then in 
keeping with the spirit of the petition, a second warrant article to see if the inhabitants of the Town of 
Trenton want to rescind the entire remaining Section 4.1.26. Discussion followed clarifying that the first 
warrant article would still allow the restrictions that would enhance safety and traffic portions regarding 
yard sales. If removing the permit requirements does not satisfy the desires of the voters, the second 
warrant article would rescind the entire Section. This second article will require a second Public Hearing. 
Starr seconded the motion. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   
Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.  
Visitors:  Rayann Vander Zanden, John Bennett, and Steve Corson. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes of January 17, 2017. Remick motioned to approve; Hanscom seconded. 
Vote:  4 Yes. 1 Abstention.  

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report: The Planning Board has been considering information on a 

52 unit multiple townhome development, all rental units.   Bennett spoke about the impact 
fees and identified several impacts to the town which need to be considered.  

 
V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Nothing to Report. Corson reported that 2016 was finished with a 
total of 77 calls, slightly less than 2015. The record was 94 calls in 2011. Members of 
the Fire Department provided valet parking service at the Poinsettia Ball in Ellsworth, 
for which they received a $450 donation. They provided support to Wreaths Across 
America, and escorted the World War II vet that returned from Pearl Harbor. Corson 



brought up his concerns for the future regarding updating the Fire Station, or eventually 
erecting a new station that can accommodate the larger equipment and needs of a 
more modern department. The current building is cramped and the new truck that was 
just purchased had to be scaled down on some measurements to fit in the station. He 
believes the general life of a public building of this sort is about 30 years, while this 
station has been in service for 40 years already. Also in question is the best location in 
town for a station or a substation. Remick asked Corson to map out with pins the 
locations of incidents, including the locations where the firefighters reside. Starr asked 
if Corson had thought about establishing a committee to research the various 
approaches to a solution. He agreed that this is something yet to be done. Remick 
agreed that it was wise to contemplate these options now.  
 

b. Traffic Committee.  Starr reported that DMR had forwarded reams of Freedom of 
Information data regarding Acadia Sea Farms, and Bar Harbor Oyster Co.  One 
important fact that was revealed is that Mr. Pettegrow has approached US Army Corps 
of Engineers about sinking the oyster cages, which he was expressly forbidden to do in 
the Permit and Lease. After speaking with Jon Lewis, DMR, the next day, he is 
considering an experiment with 10 cages, to sink them in Goose Cove. DMR has 
indicated in these documents that either a Lease amendment would be needed to place 
the 10 cages inside the boundaries of his tracts, or a new Permit to place them outside 
of his tracts. DMR has, however, a method by “Special License” that could permit such 
an experiment. Mr. Lewis suggested that Mr. Pettegrow visit this Board to begin this 
action. Mr. Pettegrow suggested sinking 1,600 cages to the bottom of the 3-year size 
oyster, retaining 3,400 cages at the surface, rationalizing that this would reduce 1/3 of 
the cages from the surface, thus decreasing the visual impact and potential bird 
roosting. Bennett contributed that Mr. Grunze, a resident on Goose Cove, had sought 
his assistance in removing some cages from his boat mooring. Bennett recognized the 
buoys as belonging to Mr. Pettegrow, who admitted that they had been dragged off, as 
they had been sitting on concrete blocks. In the conversation, Mr. Pettegrow admitted 
that he had sunk the cages; suspending them above the floor, but below the surface.  

 
VI. New Business: 

a. Budget Meetings: The Budget Committee Meeting will be held at 7:00 pm (moving the 
regular Board Meeting to 6:00 pm) on February 14th. The Budget Meeting for the School 
Budget will be held March 14th.   

b.  Board of Assessors: Discussion centered on what action should be taken for the future 
of Tax Assessing in Trenton. The Board is facing losing member(s) and may not be able 
to function with less than three. 

c. Management Representation Letter: Remick motioned to sign the letter for Jim 
Wadman, Vander Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.    

 
VII. Other Business:    



a. Starr brought up the question of derelict buildings in Trenton. It was decided to 
refer these various properties to the CEO, to cite the owners to remove or 
repair the buildings in accordance with safety requirements.  

 
 IX. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants:  Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Vander Zanden seconded. Vote:  5 Yes.     
 
 X. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Vander Zanden. Vote:  5 
Yes. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 
 


