
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, April 25, 2017 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 
Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Dick Vander Zanden, Carol Walsh and Susan 
Starr. Visitors: Steve Corson, Greg Johnston, Michael L. Ross, Kathy Seavey, John Bennett, 
John Whetstone, Loren Alley, Jr., Brenda Alley, Chuck Starr, Maureen McKerns, Steve Fuller, 
Rayann Vander Zanden, Mike Ryan.  
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  Brenda Alley asked who should be called to clean out the roadside 
ditches beside their property on Bayside Road. Walsh offered to give her a phone number to 
MDOT to arrange for cleaning out the ditches. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Remick motioned to accept the minutes of April 11, 2017; Vander 
Zanden seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:    None.   
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Fire Department:  The Fire Department provided a report for March activity.  The chassis 

for the new truck arrived in Ocala, FL. The body is nearly half done, and the pump 
compartment is nearly done. They are aiming for a June 29th completion date, with 
arrival in Trenton approximately second or third week of July.  

b. Oyster Farm: FOIA material was received from US Army Corps of Engineers.  
c. Faulkingham/911 Update:  The Faulkinghams have refused to name their road, although 

required by law. Hanscom has chosen the name Sprague Lane, in the absence of a name 
provided by the residents on the road.   
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Gott Subdivision Impact Fee: Members of the Planning Board were in attendance to discuss 

this topic. Johnston, the engineer for the project, contacted the School Superintendant’s 
office to determine the cost per student. The cost per student is $14,483.24, and the 
average cost per student is $13, 664.56. The Planning Board has approved the project, 
subject to the impact fee. Hanscom asked how many children were expected to reside in the 
development. Johnston admitted that it is difficult to pin down an exact number that would 
reside within the 3 bedroom/2 bath units. Using the number of students in the school (122), 
and comparing it to the population of the town (1600 people), they calculated that 11 
children would reside there. He stated that there would be 40 units when the project was 
completed. Vander Zanden expects that the number will be much higher. Whetstone stated 
that the average neighborhood in Trenton includes many retired residents, shore and 
seasonal homes, which would not usually have children attending the school. He believes 



the number that will reside in this family-oriented townhome community will be more like 
between 40 and 80 children. Ehrlenbach referenced three earlier impact fees that had been 
established for other developments that were contained in Planning Board records. 
Stoneham Way and Horse Farm Road were among the latest. The formula for calculating the 
impact fee is also in the file.  Ryan admitted that he had been required to pay $46,000 for 13 
lots in his development.  Johnston explained that the guidelines suggest that improvements 
in lieu of fees can be considered part of an impact fee. Johnston explained that they have to 
widen Route 3 for the development. They have been working with the Fire Department and 
will construct a fire pond. They will privately maintain their own roads and manage their 
own waste disposal. Johnston promised to get the specifics about who will pay for the 
tipping fees, etc. Johnston estimated that the cost of building the development will be $4.6 
million dollars, which could generate about $47,000 in taxes per year. Ehrlenback provided 
the calculations for the Horse Farm Road subdivision, which was used to determine the 
school impact fees.  The State of Maine has identified .485 children per dwelling as a 
standard. Ryan stated that his subdivision was formed in 2006, as Bayside Woods. Vander 
Zanden believed that the school will hold the greatest impact, and to some degree the fire 
department. R. Vander Zanden stated that the completion of the subdivision will span 
several years—the maximum tax assessment will not be realized immediately.  Ehrlenbach 
stated that the formula used to determine prior impact fees did not consider the number of 
children, but was based solely on the number of units. Johnston referenced the ordinance, 
which required that fees are for off-site capital improvements for community infrastructure 
such as schools, roads, solid waste, and parks. Ehrlenbach directed Johnston to read 
paragraph number 3 of the School Impact Fees on the worksheet, which does have a 
formula using the number .485 student stations per development unit. This may be 
accepted by the developer or they may choose to prepare a Community Facilities Impact 
Analysis. Johnston admitted that he would need more time to research the elements 
involved in the impact analysis. Vander Zanden motioned to postpone further discussion of 
this item until Johnston is prepared with a recommendation. Hanscom seconded. Remick 
argued that the Board and Johnston have enough information to apply to the formula, using 
the .485 students per 40 units. Johnston agreed that it seemed logical. Ehrlenbach identified 
other elements of the formula that must be considered, such as past tax contribution, and 
calculation for future taxes. Johnston will need to research the current valuation of the 
town, taxes paid in the past, estimated the taxes will be paid in the future. Ross, an attorney 
for Gott, reminded the Board that the impact fees are charges imposed by a municipality to 
recoup the cost of new, expanded, or replacement infrastructure facilities expanded or 
necessitated and attributable to the new development, i.e. capital expenditures. Operating 
Expenses should not enter this calculation because they are funded by taxes. Ehrlenbach 
stated that historically none of the impact fees have ever been used for operating expenses. 
They have all been used for capital improvements or to pay off the cost of the school.  
Bennett referenced page 4, which states that the Planning Board must decide if there should 
be an impact, and then bring that to the Board of Selectmen. The purpose of the impact fee 
should be identified, and how those funds will be used. The town has 10 years to spend the 



impact fee, and the applicant can demand to see the log of where the money went. 
Ehrlenbach asked what the school department would require regarding infrastructure at the 
school to accommodate 21 more students, based on the .485 students per 40 units. That 
cost could be added into the formula.  Ehrlenbach asked Johnston to approach the school 
system to obtain his estimate of the impact. Bennett suggested that a representative of the 
school come to the next meeting to help find the answer.  Ehrlenbach suggested that the 
impact fee, once determined, could be paid per unit as the construction takes place. This 
could be paid at the time building permits are obtained. Discussion ended. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Johnston agreed to accomplish the research in time to be on the agenda for the next 
meeting. Bennett asked that a rep from the school system be present at the meeting. 

b. Application for Liquor License: Application submitted by Alex Grant of Big Cats, for a 
catering, one-time function at the Acadia Event Center, indoors, on May 5, 6, 7, & 8. Remick 
motioned to approve the application, Starr seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):   Remick motioned to approve; Starr seconded. 
Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:     
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Remick motioned for adjournment; Vander Zanden seconded. The 
meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. Vote:  5 Yes. 


