
TOWN OF TRENTON 

Board of Selectman Meeting, May 23, 2017 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Fred 
Ehrlenbach, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Carol Walsh and Susan Starr. Visitors: Greg 
Johnston, Doug Gott, John Bennett, Michael Gilmartin.  
 

II. VISITOR COMMENTS:  None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Starr motioned to accept the minutes of May 9, 2017; Remick 
seconded. Starr noted that several visitors’ names had been omitted from the minutes, and 
stated that they should be added as an amendment. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IV. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:   Walsh explained how the INFOME Rapid Renewal online 
payments would work for boat registrations.   

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Fire Department:  Ehrlenbach noted that the Trenton Fire Department will be 
recognized at the Maine Coast Memorial Hospital for the emergency response for the 
year. To be recognized are Steve Corson, Steve Heckman, Kevin Hallet, and Lisa Winger.  

b. Oyster Farm: Starr reviewed the FOIA material from FAA, which included an internal FAA 
email laying out the basic arguments for FAA to support the oyster farm in Goose Cove 
forever more. The criteria included 10 bullet items. These were set by Brian Rushforth, 
who believed the information they had late in 2015 was enough for FAA to make its call. 
Rushforth stated FAA would allow the proprietor to set up his business under the permit 
of the Army Corps of Engineers and to conduct the mediations required. The bullet 
comments included: “(1) There is no evidence to show that this oyster farm will attract 
any more wildlife than is already there. (2) They’re being on the coast of Maine, 
bordering the Atlantic Ocean, with an already sizeable population of sea birds and 
within 5 miles of one of the most popular National Parks in the US. (3) The questions 
being raised on us not having enough information at the time of the decision, does not 
change the current decision.  (4) We will never, ever have all the information. (5) Did I 
mention that the permit is issued by the Army Corps of Engineers, not by the FAA? (6) 
Did I further mention that in the event of significant bird counts at the site that the 
Corps of Engineers can immediately revoke the permit? (7) The same permit this person 
has been trying to jump through every hoop to get since 2010. (8) This farm is located 
1.5 to 2 miles off the end of the runway but within both the 1,000 feet and ¼ mile off 
the same runway are two lobster pounds, including the world famous Trenton Bridge 
Lobster Pound.” Rushforth included Michael O’Donnell and Mary Walsh as well as 
several other FAA employees as recipients of this email. Many of these points seemed 
particularly weak in logic to the Board. (1) & (2) Rushforth did not wait to obtain 



evidence that this oyster farm would not attract more birds than were already there, a 
contradiction to all published material. The proximity to Acadia National Park has no 
bearing. (3) Rushforth has no intention of looking at additional information, which might 
lead to the conclusion that FAA acted hastily and without concern for public safety. (5) 
FAA is fine with making a call that is not in the public’s interest, because Army Corps will 
bear responsibility for issuing the permit. (6) It is questionable whether Army Corps is 
responsible for monitoring the bird counts, or whether it expects FAA to monitor and 
make a call to revoke the permit. (7) FAA supports one commercial endeavor that 
contradicts national safety standards over two municipalities and Hancock County 
government that have raised objections to this oyster farm. (8) Rushforth does not 
appear to realize that the two lobster pounds are restaurants with indoor lobster tanks.   

c. Single Sort Solid Waste Recycling. Gilmartin queried the Board regarding whether it 
preferred single sort recycling, or the varied bin sorting. Single sort is easier for the 
general public. The dumpsters are about 30 yard size, and are able to be compacted, at 
a cost of about $10,000 for the compactor/dumpster. It will cost $300 per trip to 
Portland. Single Sort may remove the need for an attendant. Ehrlenbach believed the 
new MRC facility is single sort, which may allow the Town to do away with recycling. 
Gilmartin stated that now we are receiving revenue from Ellsworth, and also reducing 
the tonnage, a savings in cost. The attendant needs to leave his post due to ill health. 
Walsh weighed hiring a new attendant as a town employee, or as a contractor. After 
discussion, it was decided to find a replacement and make that person a part-time town 
employee. This will work for the town until we know what Fiberite will accept.  Remick 
motioned to make the attendant a part-time employee, instead of contracting with a 
recycling attendant; Starr seconded. Vote: 4 Yes.  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Gott Subdivision Impact Fee: Johnston learned that the State of Maine provided some 

additional guidance for school impacts for three-bedroom, multi-unit construction. Under 
this new formula (.253 multiplier), the 40-unit project would generate between 10 and 11 
students for the Trenton School.  Based on the responses of the Superintendent of Schools, 
and the Trenton Principal, there would be no impact on the Trenton school with the number 
of students expected from this project, whether the generated number of 11 or 21 students 
is used. It is highly unlikely that all students would be in the same grade, causing that grade 
to become overcrowded. Members of the Board discussed the possibility of using impact 
fees to pave the school parking lot, which would increase safety there for those walking in 
the parking lot as well as for vehicles.  As the Board discussed further, there was no capital 
improvement that could be envisioned at the school that would be necessary as a result of 
this development. Wear and tear, upgrades to bathrooms, parking lot improvements, all 
need to be maintained and corrected with operational funds, not as capital improvements. 
It was taken into consideration that the Developers have already agreed to costly upgrades 
to satisfy Fire Department requirements, such as a water pond, fencing, dry hydrant, 
widened driveway, and turn-around for fire trucks, as well as additional parking to satisfy 



the Planning Board. These were estimated to cost between $80,000 and $120,000 to 
accomplish. Ehrlenbach motioned that this project has no impact on the school that would 
require a capital improvement; additional building space. It does have an impact on 
operations, but that is not relevant to the impact fee ordinance. This development would 
not require a capital investment by the town at the school. Therefore, there should be no 
impact assessed. Remick seconded. Vote: 4 Yes.  

b. ADD Appointment: Martha Higgins has volunteered for this position. Motion to approve 
made by Remick, seconded by Starr. Vote: 4 Yes.  
 

VII. APPROVAL OF A/P & PAYROLL WARRANT(S):   Remick motioned to approve; Starr seconded. 
Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS:  Gott volunteered to look over the school parking lot to see if he can help 
with drainage/preparation for paving. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Remick motioned for adjournment; Hanscom seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 8:25 pm. Vote:  4 Yes. 


