
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF May 9, 2017 MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   
Carlene Hanscom, Dick Vander Zanden, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh.  Mark Remick was 
excused. Visitors:  Steve Corson, Michael Zboray, Principal, Trenton School. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes of April 25, 2017. Hanscom motioned to approve; Starr seconded. 
Vote:  4 Yes.   

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report: Starr stated that purchase of a wreath for the Veterans’ 

Memorial would be in order. Walsh will order the wreath. Mike Berry spoke with Walsh 
today. No additional sand is needed at this time, but the current price will hold when we do 
need more sand. He will order more salt if the same price is available. Vander Zanden 
motioned that the town accept the previous continuing offer of sand at the bid price. Starr 
seconded. Vote 4 yes.  

 
V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson stated that they learned that the body of the new engine was 
painted this past week. June 29th is the completion date and it should arrive in Trenton 
by the third week of July. The fire department is preparing for a mass casualty exercise 
at the Airport on May 20th. This is the third such exercise at the Airport. The scenario 
will be a simulated aircraft in the water at the seaplane ramp. The new boat will figure 
prominently. Corson asked for recommendations where the old engine could be 
parked/stored. Discussion led to the best option of clearing out an area in the garage 
for it. Between the Fire Department, the Assessors and Carol, numerous items can be 
deleted from the garage. 

b. Gott Subdivision: Vander Zanden motioned to add a clarification to the minutes of the 
last meeting; Starr seconded: Vander Zanden recalled that Johnston stated that the cost 
of building the development at about $4.6 million dollars, which could generate about 
$47,000 in taxes per year. Vander Zanden identified that the taxes will be incremental 
as the subdivision is built. Vander Zanden asked that it be clearly stated these property 
taxes are for operational expenses, including county taxes and general government 
expenses. The impact fees will only be used for Capital expenses, and cannot be used 
for operational expenses. Vote: 4 Yes. 

c. Oyster Farm:  Starr reported that the FOIA material from USACE had been received 
about three weeks ago. It included material indicating that Acadia Sea Farm began 
lobbying to sink up to two-thirds of its cages within a few weeks after first deploying 
cages. Also in this information was an email from the US Environmental Protection 



Agency to USACE regarding the Bar Harbor Oyster Co. plan to introduce European 
Oysters into Thomas Bay. The EPA discouraged this as it contradicted an Executive 
Order signed by President Clinton in 1999 forbidding the introduction of invasive 
species into US waters. When looking at the Acadia Sea Farms application for the oyster 
farm, it also indicated a desire to introduce European Oysters into Goose Cove, for 
which there was no evidence that EPA had ever examined that application. A letter 
asking USACE to look into this oversight, and if necessary to revoke the permit for 
Goose Cove, was prepared. The FOIA material from FAA was also received and will take 
some time to read. 

 
VI. New Business: 

a.  Smokey’s BBQ and Lobster Pound Liquor License:   Vander Zanden motioned to 
approve the application subject to Planning Board approvals. Starr seconded. Vote: 4 
Yes. 

b. Trenton Bridge Lobster Pound Liquor License Renewal:  Vander Zanden motioned to 
approve; Starr seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

c. Assessing Coverage: Starr questioned how a write-in vote might be affected if the Town 
chose to vote to disband the Board of Assessors at Town Meeting. As is stated in the 
warrant article, the remaining assessors would not continue after Town Meeting 2018.  

d. Abatement to Rainwise, Inc.: Starr explained that in 2014 she processed the Personal 
Property tax accounts and confused Rainwise with the Bar Harbor Biotech, as each 
occupied space in the same building. Rainwise was assessed for personal property held 
by Bar Harbor Biotech, and Bar Harbor Biotech was not assessed. As this is occurred 
over one year after the most recent tax commitment, it was up to the Board of 
Selectmen to approve the abatement. The entire amount of the 2014 Rainwise 
assessment should be abated by the Board, after which the Board of Assessors will 
supplement personal property taxes in the correct amounts to Rainwise, and to Bar 
Harbor Biotech. Vander Zanden motioned approval of the abatement; Hanscom 
seconded. Vote: 4 Yes 

e. Gott Subdivision Impact Fee: Michael Zboray, the Principal of the Trenton School was in 
attendance. The school has room for about 25 more children dispersed throughout. The 
School committee is still thinking about the Pre-K program. Zboray was also thinking 
about paving the parking lot, hoping to make that safer. More children would mean 
that the athletic fields could be improved for more outdoor activities. A Pre-K program 
in conjunction with Head Start would also be advantageous. There is also need for 
upgrades in the K-2 bathrooms. Vander Zanden noted that the Pre-K program may not 
qualify for impact fees, as it is not now operating. Ehrlenbach was not sure paving 
would also qualify. If the Pre-K is begun, it will leave no unused classrooms for a large 
expansion of students in one grade, which would require renovations, expansions, or 
new constructions/portable classrooms, beyond present capacity.  

 
VII. Other Business:    



a. Road Ditches on Bayside: Two residents continued to find that the ditches 
between their property and Bayside Road are not draining properly. They 
continue to voice this complaint with Maine DOT. 

b. Sprague’s Lane. This is a new street added to the Trenton Map, per Hanscom.  
c. There is a scheduled Selectman’s meeting on July 4th. In light of the holiday, 

Ehrlenbach recommended that the warrants be prepared on July 3rd, and be 
available for signing on July 5th. 

 
 IX. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants:  Vander Zanden motioned to approve the A/P and 
Payroll Warrants. Starr seconded. Vote:  4 Yes.     
 
 X. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Vander Zanden and seconded by Starr. Vote:  4 
Yes. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 
 


