
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF February 27, 2018 MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   
Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, John Bennett, and Carol Walsh.  Visitors: 
Bruce Cameron, Steve Corson, Mike Hodgkins, Martha Higgins, and Rachel Nobel. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None 
 

III. Approval of Minutes of February 13th, Remick motioned to approve; Starr seconded. Vote: 
5 Yes.   

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report: Walsh will request the use of the roadway speed reader 

for Trenton.     
  

V. Old Business: 
a. Fire Department:  2017 resulted in 129 calls for service, which is the first time the tally 

has been over 100. Two members are continuing with the Fire Academy. January 13th 
was a day of annual mandatory training. Seventeen members attended, however there 
were about 4 members did not attend. There has been some water damage noted in 
the Fire Station rest room. It is possibly from a roof intersection and ice build-up. 
Corson will call repair experts to look at the problem. 

b. Snow Plow Contract: Mr. Barry will be called in to sign the contract.  
 

VI. New Business: 
a. Budget Review Workshop: Ehrlenbach noted, and has informed the School Committee, 

that he has identified an increasing expense rate since 2013 for the school of 13.6%, 
while the general government budget since 2013 has grown at a rate of  8.5 %. He has 
not received a response, but clearly this school’s increasing rate is not sustainable. The 
School Committee has proposed a budget that requires approximately $180,000 more 
than last year, as well as proposing a Pre-K program that will require an additional 
$45,000. The county tax next year will be $136,388.30. The draft budget currently 
indicates an overall increase from last year of $130,000, all in the school budget, which 
will equate to an increase of about .4 of a mil in the tax rate. The municipal budget is 
down 3% from last year. The school budget will consume 78% of the Town’s total 
budget, not including the Pre-K expense. The School Committee will present its draft 
budget to the Select Board on March 13th. Some discussion ensued about options for 
expanding the tax base, i.e. residential building, and/or possibilities for a business park. 
Higgins discussed a goal of reducing the organic waste through composting as a town-
wide effort, which would be not only an environmental improvement, but would cut 
down on solid waste expense. 



b. Quitclaim Deed: Remick motioned to approve the Quitclaim Deed for the Estate of 
Jesse MacGregor. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

c. Dedication for Town Report: Several names were suggested. The Board will consider 
the options and make a decision at the next meeting. 
 

VII. Other Business:   
a. Health Trust/Medical Reimbursement Plan, which meets the $2500 deductible for Town 

employees, which has been budgeted; Remick motioned to accept, and Hanscom 
seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.   

b. The lack of guidance from the State of Maine regarding recreational use of marijuana 
caused a discussion about the possibility of extending the Town’s moratorium in April.  

c. Bennett attended the Planning Board meeting on January 14th, which finalized an issue 
regarding boundaries and access on Gray Road. Bennett commented that the manner in 
which the issue was amicably resolved, and the research and preparation of all 
necessary material by the Board Chairman, John Whetstone, was exceptional. The 
Board will request that Whetstone attend a future meeting to discuss the identified 
boundaries in an effort to officially register the Gray Road. 

 
VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants:  Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Starr seconded. Vote:  5 Yes.    
 

IX. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Bennett. Vote:  5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 
 


