
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 5, 2018 MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   
Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh. Visitors:  
Stephanie Waite, Carol Pepler, John Whetstone, Doug Monson, Jackie Dodge, Betsy 
Meister, Peter Lazas, Kevin Schneider, and one unidentified man. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: Whetstone reported that there had been a contradiction between 
Robin Wright, Sugar Ice Cream Shop, and John Pratt, Appeals Board Chairman, vis-à-vis the 
decision of the Planning Board, regarding the placement of the new building. The Planning 
Board had approved the placement of a building for the ice cream shop providing all the 
setbacks were met. A Building Permit had been issued by the CEO. Whetstone and Angie 
Chamberlain, CEO, had observed the position for the building prior to discussions between 
Wright and Pratt, and found that they were correct. Upon speaking with Pratt, Wright 
understood incorrectly that she could disregard one of the setbacks (Oak Point Road) and 
had the building placed in accordance with Pratt’s advice. Chamberlain convinced Wright 
that she had to comply with both setbacks and Wright moved the building. Whetstone is 
concerned that contradicting advice had been given by Pratt that caused increased costs 
and misunderstand with Wright, and that the advice had been given without the benefit of 
the full Board of Appeals. To better understand the issue, Pratt will be asked to attend a 
future meeting of the Select Board.  Whetstone also presented the Planning Board’s 
amendment to the sign ordinance. The change was clear and concise, with a little clarity 
being needed in the color change item. The Public Hearing will be held July 17th, and the 
Special Town Meeting will be on July 31st.  

 
III. Approval of Minutes of May 8, 2018. Remick motioned to approve; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote:  5 Yes. A motion was made by Remick to change the next board meeting to June 18th, 
Monday, as several members will attend training on the 19th. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 
Yes.  

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report: Craig Pelletier is continuing to maintain the Recycle Center 

in between medical appointments. It appears that he will be able to continue with the 
employment.  

 
V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Nothing new. 
b. Goose Cove Road Bids: Estimates were received from Countywide Construction for 

$4200, and from Barry’s Trucking, for $5,515. Each had been given a spec list to 
reference for their bids. Remick motioned to award the contract to Countywide 



Construction; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. It was suggested that the road be closed 
during this work. Monson will confirm the work list with Countywide. 

 
VI. New Business: 

a. Kevin Schneider, Superintendent, Acadia National Park, addressed the Board regarding 
the future plans for the reduction of parking problems within the park, and the overall 
future attempts to decrease the overwhelming traffic within the park. The plan before 
the board is a draft plan, and the park is currently within the public comment period. 
Visitation has increased by 60 per cent over the last 10 years. Primarily, the park will 
attempt to permit parking with reservations at Jordan Pond, Ocean Drive corridor, and 
Cadillac Mountain. Visitors who might not be able to obtain reservations can take the 
Island Explorer bus, taxi/Uber/Lift (will not need a reservation), or electric bike, or 
bicycle. The plan will be to increase buses and make express routes to key points, such 
as Hulls Cove Visitors’ Center, and Bar Harbor. The busses will be smaller, thus easier to 
navigate the narrow roads and bridges. The Hulls Cove parking center will be doubled in 
size, and the center brought to grade level. The Gateway is proposed to be built-out 
within any option ultimately chosen. The Gateway center is logical for day-visitors, and 
motor coaches carrying many visitors. It is also a location for commuters to park and 
ride daily onto the island. Road-side parking on busy routes like 233, are a danger to 
visitors, with new parking lots to be built in those areas. Right lane parking on Ocean 
Drive will be phased out. When asked about funding for the Gateway Center, Schneider 
answered that funding is looked for from a combination of providers. There are 
currently federal funds of $3 million dollars available for the Gateway Center. The state 
is assisting the park in keeping these funds for the Gateway Center. The park has 
spoken with the Maine State Department of Transportation, briefed the Commissioner 
of MDOT, along with the State Office of Tourism, in conversations with the Chamber of 
Commerce, multiple chambers--Ellsworth, Bar Harbor, MDI Chambers, to think about 
this as a partnership opportunity—how can all come together to make the center work. 
The Park Service cannot run it alone; does not have the money even for operational 
costs. It is envisioned as an interagency and regional visitors’ center. The stakeholders 
will be the inclusive group. The Park Service and MDOT will try to bring stakeholders in 
late summer or fall to move forward with this issue. The Island Explorer expansion 
might be supported by reservation fees for parking. The earliest that reservations for 
parking would occur is 2020. Regarding changes to the Gateway Center, Schneider 
explained that changes may include some opportunities for commercial activity at the 
center, such as a food outlet. He acknowledged that more marketing, i.e. a larger sign, 
might increase public use of the center.  

b. Liquor License Renewal: Lunts Gateway Lobster Pound. Hanscom motioned to approve 
the renewal; Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes 

c. Liquor License Renewal: Trenton Lobster Pound & Real Pit BBQ. Remick motioned to 
approve the renewal; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 



d. Chamber of Commerce Request for Support: Lazas spoke regarding Town Square 
Media, a local radio broadcaster, has been advising through its website that an 
alternate route to MDI/Acadia National Park, would be via Route 230, and Goose Cove 
Road, rather than Route 3. Several Trenton Chamber of Commerce members, 
businesses on Route 3, have complained to the radio station in Brewer. They were 
ignored, and have since pulled their advertisements from this radio station in protest. 
The chamber is requesting that the town protest the station’s directing traffic through 
the residential roads of Trenton. He provided that the station’s corporate office is in 
Greenwich, CT. Ehrlenbach commented that the town can comment on the use of 
Goose Cove Road, but not specifically Bayside Road/Oak Point Road, as they are state 
roads. Monson suggested that Goose Cove road could be designated “Residential Only.” 
Starr motioned that a letter be sent to the corporate office in Greenwich, CT, with a 
copy to Brewer, to request that they discourage the advertising of that route; it is 
residential and endangers the towns’ residents. The motion was seconded and the 
vote: 5 Yes. 
 
VIII. Other Business: Spectrum Response: Ehrlenbach received to the Board’s questions 
pertaining to the new contract for cable access for the town. The board discussed the 
limited information responses, and decided that some additional clarification was 
needed. Starr will draft a second email to Spectrum to gain additional information. One 
issue was the possible replacement of access channel equipment and the potential that 
this would pass on additional expenses to customers. It is still not clear that Spectrum 
will provide free cable service to both the Fire Department and the Town Office. A 
second access in the same building is needed. It also appears that the contract can 
reasonable be executed for 10 years, as opposed to 15. Spectrum’s $3000 offer toward 
access channel equipment, if not taken would delete a potential pass-through cost, 
should not increase the customers’ bills. The understanding of the board is that the 
fiber feed between Ellsworth and MDI is dedicated to the University of Maine/Jackson 
Lab, and not sponsored by Charter. The Board would not know if consumers on Route 3 
are having access to cable success, but would like to insure that Trenton’s businesses 
have access to this service. The location of the “nodes” is still unknown. How much 
access do Trenton consumers have to the fiber feed existing now? Starr volunteered to 
draft a response in an effort to obtain more in-depth information. Regarding the New 
England Battery, LLC, material, the Board members were intrigued by the concept, but 
would like to hear from a representative to learn more details. Walsh will invite a rep to 
come to a Board meeting. 

 
 IX. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Starr seconded. Vote:  5 Yes.  
 
 X. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 


