
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF August 14, 2018 MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach,   
Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 
Robert Conary, Tom Berglewitz, Michael Gilmartin, Nancy Wagstaff, Jim Wagstaff, Patrick 
Kane, Steve Corson, Christine Soper, Cordell Soper, Nick Soper, Kelley Swanson, Danielle 
Cole, Rory Cole, Scott M. Parady. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None.  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of July 31, 2018. Remick motioned to approve; Bennett seconded. 
Vote:  5 Yes. 

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report:.  

 
V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson has met with a Carla Haskell, a representative of Design Group 
Collaborative, to begin the assessment of future needs of the Fire Department. They are 
looking at the lot size to determine if enlarging the station is an option. Ehrlenbach 
asked if reconstruction of the fire house is an option. Hanscom asked if a second floor is 
also an option, including raising the ceiling of the main floor.  

b. Solar Proposal:  Gilmartin updated the board. Sun Dog now has the equipment needed 
to monitor the school building, and will start that next week. Walsh has reviewed the 
contract and there are minor adjustments needed, but overall it is straight-forward. The 
School Committee will need to be contacted regarding replacing the school roof 
timeline. 

 
VI. New Business: 

a. RCC: Bob Conary, Director, Hancock County Regional Communications Center 
addressed the board regarding the services offered. In May the state enacted changes 
to the way 911 calls are dispatched. In the past the calls were transferred to Ellsworth 
Police Department, which would handle the call. Now the calls are handled by the RCC. 
This has created a small delay on dispatching the Fire Department. Some preliminary 
questions are asked for pertinent information. Mutual Aid is dispatched directly by the 
RCC. The rate is based on per capita. The benefit is direct call dispatch. The dispatcher 
can also give life-saving information to the caller. The cost is based on census data, with 
1481 people in Trenton, at $2.22 per person, with the potential cost being $3285 per 
year. The cost now is approximately $1500 per year with the Ellsworth Police 
Department. Ehrlenbach informed Conary that Trenton was obligated to the Ellsworth 



Police Department until 2019, but at budget time, consideration will be given to 
increasing the budget. Conary extended an invitation to members to tour the RCC. 

b. Goose Cove Road: Chief Deputy Pat Kane addressed the considerable audience 
regarding traffic problems on Goose Cove Road. Residents were outspoken regarding 
the increased amount of traffic, and the high speeds of vehicles now using the road. 
Many felt that lives were endangered by many drivers. Drivers are passing numerous 
automobiles at great speeds. Little regard is given to pedestrians, joggers, dog walkers, 
or those checking mailboxes. An electronic monitoring device will be deployed to 
determine the times of heaviest traffic, as well as the speeds of drivers. Enforcement 
will be targeted based on the results of the monitoring. Sustained enforcement will not 
be possible. He explained that other towns have purchased additional patrol time from 
off-duty officers. Residents were encouraged to contact the police department with a 
plate number when they observe improper driving/speeding on Goose Cove Road. The 
phone number is 667-7575. The department will contact the driver and have a 
conversation with him/her. Residents suggested that “No Passing” signs be placed on 
the road. They also suggested that “30 MPH” be painted at either end of the road on 
the pavement. The information gained from the monitoring will be made available to 
residents through the Town Office. Another suggestion was to place white lights around 
the speed limit signs. There will be shoulder work on Goose Cove road in the near 
future, which will close the road for one or two days.  

c. Fern Gully Abatement: Due to a mobile home destroyed by fire in the 2016/2017 year. 
Motion to approve made by Remick, seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

d. Staples Abatement: Motion to approve the STAPLES abatement made by Remick, 
seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes.   
 
VIII. Other Business: Prices of portable speed bumps were reviewed but no decision was 
made. There was an issue regarding damage to the road when they are removed. A 
rumblestrip or grinding the pavement at various locations across the pavement was 
also suggested.  

 
 IX. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  
 
 X. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Starr and seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 
 


