
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 9, 2018 MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach, 
Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: Tony 
McKim, Mike Gilmartin. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None.  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of September 23, 2018. Remick motioned to approve; Starr seconded. 
Vote:  5 Yes. 

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report:   

 
V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Starr researched through the Historical Society records and found the 
following from copies of old Fire Department minutes regarding the lot adjacent to the 
Power Line that was obtained by the Fire Department. “On Jan 14, 1958, Earnest 
Hopkins has a lot next to the Power Line that he will sell for $100. On Feb 4, 1958, 
Shirley McFarland is to write to Earnest Hopkins and find out how much he will take for 
the lot next to the Power Line. On March 4, 1958, it was voted to buy the Earnest 
Hopkins lot next to the Power line for $75. May 6, 1958, it was voted to have the deed 
recorded, ($2).”  

b. Solar Proposal:  Gilmartin has been to the school twice with Sundog in trying to 
redesign some of the electrical system at the school. They have identified solutions to 
reduce the power usage to qualify for the Sundog proposal. Another option is for the 
first year, to allow the solar panels to reduce the power usage, basically waiting for the 
first year to pass before the maximum savings can be earned. Remick stated that the 
municipal building would have to wait until the fire department study is completed. It is 
not likely to be within 2018. The better option this year is to place panels on the school. 
Consensus among Board members is that any proposal for solar panels would be 
presented to the town for a vote. The Design Group Collaborative will provide a report 
on recommendations for the Fire Department by December 20th. Any proposal can be 
presented to the town at Town Meeting, or at a Special Town Meeting. 

c. Abatement Discussion: Ms. Belkakis requests three years of tax abatement based on 
not being able to build on the lot due to a lack of enough front footage. Angie 
Chamberlain, CEO, has found that the lot is buildable if the owner puts in a road. The 
right of way can be extended to become the road. There are no natural restrictions that 
make the lot unbuildable. The owner has been told this. Remick motioned to deny the 
abatement. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 



VI. New Business:  
a. Insured Cash Sweep (ICS) Account: Tony McKim, The First Bank, explained. Entering this 

program favorably changes the Town’s collateral position. Currently Trenton is in Tier 3, 
of three positions, under GASBE. Tier 1 is what Trenton would convert to under this 
program, and is the highest collateral position.  It provides FDIC insurance for all the 
town’s funds by depositing its funds in multiple institutions, each having up to $250,000 
in insurance. McKim has spoken with James Wadman, the town’s auditor, who spoke 
favorably about the program. The rate, the account, does not change. Other towns 
have converted to ICS accounts. The interest rate with The First prevails, regardless of 
what other banks are offering. The statement will provide an ICS accounting, and The 
First accounting will be provided on bank statements. Bennett motioned to sign up for 
an ICS account, with the knowledge that if it is not working for Trenton, the town can 
opt out. Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

b. Acadia National Park Advisory Commission: Remick nominated Ehrlenbach to be the 
representative. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 
VIII. Other Business:  Ehrlenbach suggested that the Land Use Ordinance (i.e. road 
frontage, etc.) may need some changes to accommodate building in back lands, where 
there is no public way, land-locked parcels of Trenton, which will be seen more 
frequently in the future. This will be referred to the Planning Board. Suggestion: “If a lot 
doesn’t have frontage on a public way, or a deeded right of way, the road frontage 
standard does not apply.” Ehrlenbach also noted that Fiberite will be up and running 
soon, at which point Trenton should look at the viability of maintaining the recycling 
center. This would save the Town approximately $8,000 per year. 

 
 IX. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Ehrlenbach motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  
 
 X. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Starr. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 
 


