
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 9, 2018 MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance:  Fred Ehrlenbach, 
Mark Remick, John Bennett, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh. Carlene Hanscom arrived at 7:10. 
Visitors: Mike Gilmartin 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None.  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of October 9, 2018. Walsh requested that the minutes be amended to 
reflect that Tony McKim agreed to the interest rate of 1.92 per cent and that he would pay 
Jim Wadman’s bill if there was one for 30 days. Remick motioned to approve the minutes as 
amended; Starr seconded. Vote:  4 Yes. 

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report:  Mike Berry completed the additional work on the culvert 

in the Business Park. Election signs must be removed from 250 feet out from the Town 
Office on Election Day. Craig Pelletier now has a memo in his employee file. The Battery 
Storage Company has backed out of its interest in a location on town property in Trenton. 

 
V. New Business: 

a. Abatement, years 2016-17 and 2017-18 Zeller: The owner brought in a survey. The 
deed also reflected 8.34 acres. The tax records reflect 10.5 acres. There appeared to be 
no sale or split of the property to change the acreage. The total tax owed back to the 
owner is $64.19. Remick motioned to approve the abatement; Starr seconded. Vote: 4 
Yes. 

b. Draft – Holding Tank Ordinance: Two samples have been provided; one from Bar 
Harbor, and one from MMA. This is at the State’s recommendation, that Trenton 
develop such an ordinance. This discussion was tabled to allow time for members to 
read the sample ordinances.  

 
VI. Old Business:  

a. Fire Department: Nothing New.  
b. Solar Proposal: Dan, from Sundog addressed the Board. He provided updated charts 

identifying proposed use and savings based on a slightly different design. The new 
design is solely for the back roof, south side, on the school. The demand at the school 
cannot be decreased as thought in a short period of time. The current demand is steady 
throughout the full year, with no decrease during summer months. There are measures 
that could be taken that would decrease the demand in summer, however there is no 
initiative to shut a variety of items off. The new proposal places panels on the roof that 
are expected to reduce the demand over the first year. The HVAC, or air system may be 
turned off in the summer, when not needed. The electric oven in the kitchen may be 



another item that is not needed in the summer and could be shut down. The design is 
for a system at the school that is sized so that 80% of the power will offset the 
consumption at the Town Office, the Salt Sand Shed. The price .125 cents per KWH was 
quoted. Sundog can build the system early in 2019. The roof at the school needs to be 
reroofed. According to the school custodian, that portion of the roof is scheduled to be 
redone in 2019. 138 panels would be installed, which would produce 56,000 KWH per 
year. The variables in winter, on that roof are: The pitch of the roof, amount of sun, and 
wind exposure at the site, all of which contribute to removing snow from the roof.  
Sundog will install a demand controller in the boiler room. It can be programmed to 
reduce demand in specific places. More panels can be added later to the front of the 
school roof, as well as on the Town Office roof.  For Trenton’s needs, a total of 160,000 
KWH is required, which would require a 135 KW system to meet that total load. The 
current sundog proposal is for a 46.92 KW or about one third what is actually needed. 
The Board still looked favorably on the proposal. The School Department must be 
included in the discussion, a decision to reroof the south portion of the school must be 
made and a date for that must be set, and the proposal must be put before the 
Legislative Body to enter an agreement. The contract should include both the School 
Committee and the Town of Trenton. Possible timeframe to complete the work would 
be early July 2019, after school closes for the summer. This allows time to budget for 
the work. The installation of the panels would take about one month. Mike Gilmartin 
will place the proposal on the School Department agenda for the December meeting. 
Remick will also attend.  

  
VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  
 

VIII. Other Business: 
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Starr. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 
 


