
 
MINUTES 

December 18, 2018 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

7:00 p.m. 
 

• Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 7PM 
• Election of Moderator: It was Moved and Seconded to elect R. Fred Ehrlenbach as Moderator.  

It was Moved and Seconded to allow the Municipal Clerk to mark one ballot.  R. Frederick 
Ehrlenbach was elected as Moderator. 

• Warrant articles:  To see if the voters of the Town of Trenton will enact a Holding Tank 
Ordinance.  Move to approve, seconded.  Vote:  unanimous 

• Adjourn  The special town meeting was adjourned at 7:07 pm 
 

Select Board Agenda 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m.  Present:  Fred 
Ehrlenbach, Susan Starr, John Bennett, Carol Walsh, Mark Remick, Carlene 
Hanscom, Steve Corson, Kathy Seavey, Mike Zboray, Kimberly Keene, Angela 
Chamberlain, Mike Hodgkins, Michael Glmartin, Greg Davis, Karen Davis. 
 

II. Visitors comments:  none 
 

III. Approval of Minutes December 4, 2018:  It was Moved Hanscom and Seconded 
Remick to approve as presented.  Vote;  5 - 0 

 
IV. Old Business 

a. Fire House Renovation – presentation at 7:30 p.m.  The firm contracted to look 
at the possible Fire Department renovations gave a power point presentation 
showing several scenarios as possibilities.  Two of these scenarios did not meet 
set back requirements and the contractor will review those and get back to the 
Board if changes to those designs need to be reworked.   

b. Fire Department 
 

V. New Business 
a. Liquor License Renewal – Big Cats  It was Moved Remick and seconded Bennett 

to approve as presented.  Vote:  5 - 0 
b. Town Planner (Mike  Hodgkins):  Hodgkins referenced a recent planning board 

decision where,  while he disagreed with the decision, he felt the Planning 
Board needs some help, stating the board depends on volunteers who learn as 
they go, and guidance would be beneficial.  The most recent application was a 
seasonal food truck, on a cement slab as a permanent structure.  Hodgkins 



thinks the town should look further into the future.  There are a lot of steps to a 
planning board meeting.  He feels this board needs guidance.  Karen Davis 
agreed with Hodgkins .  They have talked with DOT who will do a traffic survey.   
They felt that the planning board didn’t address all the various land use 
ordinances that apply to that rural commercial district.  Their goal is to start a 
conversation to allow assistance to the planning board and would like the town 
to be aware and consider the future of the Route 3 corridor.  The decision by 
the Planning Board was  to approve the project pending approval of the DOT 
traffic study.  Hodgkins reiterated that he felt the planning board needed 
assistance looking ahead, and needs some professional guidance.  Ehrlenbach 
asked if Hodgkins felt the Planning Board erred in their decision, and he said yes.  
Ehrlenbach said he could appeal to the Board of Appeals.  That time frame has 
elapsed.   Hodgkins reiterated that he felt Trenton as a whole  would benefit 
from a part-time or per diem planner. Remick pointed out that the HCPC and 
Tom Martin were instrumental in developing the land use ordinance.  He also 
agreed with Ehrlenbach that they had a right to go to the Board of Appeals, and 
said that a periodic review may be in order.  Starr asked if Hodgkins felt the Land 
Use Ordinance needed more definition. Bennett said Ellsworth has the Fire 
Department, the CEO and a Planner at their planning board meetings.  He said 
the Land Use Ordinance tells you what you can’t do.  Hodgkins is asking the 
Select Board to have a conversation with the Planning Board chair.   

c. Trenton  School:  Mike Zboray gave an update on the school budget saying that 
as of their last meeting they have taken two looks at a preliminary budget, with 
two unanticipated costs coming into the school this year- as out of district 
placements, causing them to use some of their reserve accounts.  Referencing 
the solar power project, the school board is open to looking at the project and 
asked Mike to look at the cost of some re-roofing, along with an RFP.  There is 
some reserve money for capital projects.   There will be a look at the budget at 
the January meeting and after that the Board is invited to a budget workshop 
once that January meeting is completed.   He will coordinate that with Carol.  
The Kindergarten teacher has visited and met with the Pre-K teacher and 
students and is very pleased with the progress. 

d. Excise Tax Reimbursement:  The Board agreed to reimburse excise tax as a pro-
rated amount to a resident who has returned title and plates  to the BMV and 
junked the vehicle. 

e. Emera – waiver of service.  It was agreed that not answering the Emera letters 
was the appropriate way to go.  The Town does not want to take over the cost 
of maintenance of  light poles. 

f. Executive Session:  pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A), personnel matters:  It was 
Moved Remick and Seconded Starr to go into Executive Session pursuant to 1 
M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (A), personnel matters.  Vote:  5 – 0 
 
It was Moved Remick and Seconded Starr to come out of Executive session.  
Vote:  5 – 0. 

It was Moved Remick and Seconded Starr to revise the offer of 
employment to the LPI by offering 75% of the State fee and 50% of the 
Town fee.  The Remaining 50% of the Town Fee will be used to assist 



with mileage.  Vote:  5 – 0  Walsh will prepare a MOU for signature by 
the LPI. 

VI. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s)  It was Moved Remick and Seconded 
Bennet to approve the AP/Payroll warrants as presented.  Vote 5 - 0 

VII. Other Business 
 

VIII. Adjourn  It was Moved Remick and Seconded Bennett to adjourn at 8;40 p.m.  Vote 
5 - 0 


