
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF APRIL 9, 2019 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: Mike 
Gilmartin. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None 
 

 
III. Approval of Minutes of March 26, 2019: Remick motioned to approve, including addendum; 

Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report: None. 
 

 
V. Old Business: 

A. Fire Department: Nothing new. 
B. Franchise Agreement: Ehrlenbach asked Walsh to contact the Spectrum 

representative and set up a meeting. Remick motioned to table the subject until the 
next meeting. Starr seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

C. School Finances: The AOS Superintendent applied for, and received, a state 
emergency grant of about $117,000 to help in the Trenton education budget to 
offset requirements for Special Education. It will be applied to this year’s budget and 
allow the same amount already budgeted for 2019/2020 to be carried over for next 
year.  

D. Personal Property Tax Abatement: Some information was provided by Acadia Fire 
Soccer Club toward determining approval or denial of their abatement request. The 
information did not clearly delineate a non-profit situation, but there was nothing 
provided to negate it. Starr motioned that the abatement for two prior years be 
disapproved, as no information had been received on a timely basis. Hanscom 
seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VI. New Business: 
A. Meeting at Downeast Transportation: Bennett and Gilmartin met with Paul Murphy, 

at Downeast Transportation to discuss a location for a solar array. Any plan to move 
forward would depend on what the school planned to do about placing solar panels 
on its roof. Downeast transportation was receptive to the possibility of hosting a 
solar array in the future. 

B. Representation at the Acadia Gateway Center. Ehrlenbach met with Kevin Schneider 
regarding the new construction scheduled in 2021 at the Acadia Gateway Center. 



Ehrlenbach informed Schneider that no contest between Chambers of Commerce 
would be tolerated regarding representation within the Center. The Town of 
Trenton approved Contract Zoning for the center and within that agreement the 
approval to maintain the Center in Trenton was contingent on the Trenton Planning 
Board reviewing the Contract Zoning. A driving force for the Contract Zoning 
approval by a vote of the town was that the Trenton Chamber of Commerce would 
be represented through the MDI Regional Chambers. Schneider explained that he 
had a meeting in the next week with MDOT, Maine Office of Tourism, Maine 
Association of Tourism, a representative from the Governor’s office, John Kelly, and 
Mike Model in Augusta. Fred Michaud, MDOT, responded to Ehrlenbach the next 
day, and met at the Trenton Town Office. During the meeting it was again made 
clear that there would be no contest among the chambers. The Maine Office of 
Tourism (MOT) will be funding part of the facility. They are agreement that the 
Trenton Chamber will be represented in the building. There will need to be a 
determination among the member chambers, which or who will be the operator of 
the facility. It will need to be a neutral entity. MOT is interested in representing not 
only Trenton, and MDI, but Schoodic, Campobello Island, and the Blue Hill 
Peninsula. Michaud said he will take their discussion back to MOT. Ehrlenbach 
expects to hear back from Michaud within four to six weeks. 

C. Speed Sign: Trenton received a digital speed sign from MDOT, at no cost. It will need 
a small trailer to enable its movement from roadside place to place. It is 
solar/battery operated. 

D. LED Lighting: Gilman and King Electric are working together to change the building 
over to LED fixtures. The state, in an Efficiency Maine program, is offering to pay 75 
per cent of the cost of converting. Walsh is still waiting for the estimated cost. The 
Board will act on the work once the cost is received. 
 

VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Starr seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business: 
 

 
IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick, and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 


