
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF July 16, 2019 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 
Mike Gilmartin, Susan Sergent, and Susan Starr 
 

II. Visitors Comments: Gilmartin asked, on behalf of the League of Women Voters, if they could 
set up a bake sale at the polls in November. He was told that it could not be set up within 
the polling place, but that nearby, perhaps the fire house might be permissible. The effort 
was in the interest of adding more voters to the voters’ list. He stated that it would be a 
non-partisan effort. Walsh will inquire if such a bake sale would be legal, and will respond to 
Gilmartin at a later date. Starr brought up an eyesore of a pile of trash at the front of a 
home on the Oak Point Extension, noted by neighbors for several weeks and months. Starr 
also mentioned that the structure at 951 Oak Point Road appeared to be derelict. The roof 
had caved in last winter, and the yard is unkempt. The Board will direct the Code 
Enforcement Officer to look at both locations. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes of July 2, 2019: Remick motioned to approve, Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  N/A 
 

V. Old Business: 
A. Fire Department: Nothing new. 
B.  

 
VI. New Business: 

A. Special Amusement Permit: Beacon Bar and Grill. Remick motioned to approve; 
Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

B. MMA Election: No action taken. 
C. Local Road Assistance: $13,268 will be received this year from the State. 
D. E-Mail: Nobel suggested that an email address be set up specifically for use by 

members of the Board of Selectmen. Town-related business is subject to Freedom 
of Access requests. Personal email addresses that mix business and personal 
matters are at risk of being made public. The members discussed how this could 
work, and could not see a way to separate email from their personal accounts if 
responding from home. It appeared that each member would have to come into the 
town office to respond to emails addressed to a new, segregated business account. 
Nobel will give Walsh a series of email addresses that can be put on the Town’s 



website strictly for business communications, and those that want to use it may, or 
they may continue to have Walsh forward items to their personal email addresses.  
 

VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business: Nobel attended a presentation by Revision, regarding solar energy for the 
town. A new law has been passed which will be beneficial to the installation of solar panels. 
Beginning a project in 2019 would save the town more funds. There could be a benefit for 
low-income individuals. Gilmartin stated that there is no other town property that is big 
enough and with the necessary sun-facing direction, other than the roofs of the school 
and/or the municipal building. A similar presentation has been received by Sun Dog. Before 
any contract could be made, an RFP would be offered. Gilmartin reiterated that this summer 
is the ideal time to place panels, with regard to no activity at the school, no interruption to 
students. Remick proposed appointing a committee to explore options for the town vis-à-vis 
the relationship with the AOS, and decreasing the tax burden for education on Trenton 
property owners. The committee might have a member of the Select Board, and one from 
the School Committee, and perhaps three others from the town population. Nobel 
suggested that the Board convene a joint meeting with the School Board. Remick believes 
the issues go beyond the School Board. Sargent and Starr both expressed interest in working 
on such a committee. Sargent suggested that a person from the school administrative staff 
might also be a helpful member. Nobel asked that the topic be tabled until the next 
meeting, when more interested parties could attend and participate in a discussion. Remick 
stated that requests for information regarding the school budget have been asked and not 
answered. Ehrlenbach stated that he sees an effort to build a middle school near the high 
school. Remick suggested that an assessment would be helpful in seeing what the impact of 
a regional middle school would have on the Trenton School. Sargent identified that the 
committee would need to have definition from the Board to get the direction the inquiries 
should take. The Board agreed to table further discussion until the next meeting. A property 
owner in Trenton has expressed a desire to donate a parcel to the town. A question of 
restrictions was raised. 
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick, and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 


