
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF July 30, 2019 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 
Mike Gilmartin, Missy Leland, Angie Chamberlain, and Susan Starr 
 

II. Visitors Comments:  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of July 16, 2019: Remick motioned to approve, Hanscom seconded. 
Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  N/A 
 

V. Old Business: 
A. Fire Department: Nothing new. 
B. Special Amusement Application: Beacon Bar & Grill. Remick motioned to approve, 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes 
 

VI. New Business: 
A. Solar Energy Revision Law: Nobel gave an overview to members regarding a 

discussion she had with representatives of Revision, as well as with Sundog, 
regarding LD 1711, known as Distributive Generation. LD 1711 does open new 
opportunities for solar. She explored other possibilities for Trenton that might not 
include the school. One possibility is Commercial Institutional Energy Net Billing, 
with a power purchase agreement. The town could own shares in a larger farm, or 
do this on its own. Solar farm model is another option. This requires a contract but 
would not be as great a commitment. The rate may not be as good, but it is easier to 
get out of. The rebate will fall from 30% to 26% if we wait until next year. Gilmartin 
offered that the salt/sand lot could potentially be used for a solar array if the road 
was moved to the far left edge of the lot. Nobel suggested that the Right of Way 
with Emera would need to be explored. Set-backs would also need to be considered. 
The Sundog rep offered to look at the site this week. The adjacent school lot on 
Route 3 is wetlands and was ruled out as a possible site. Discussion about the school 
roof ensued as the best option. Nobel favored partnering with a nearby town. 
Hancock County has no interest in sharing an airport location for panels. Starr 
inquired about engaging the school again to replace the roof. Dollars are lost if no 
contract is enacted before the end of the year. Remick and Nobel suggested that the 
school reps be invited to a meeting to discuss the roof it further. Remick stated that 
the school reps did not understand that if they used funds for the roof and then the 
boiler need to be replaced, the Board would insure that the boiler was repaired. 



Gilmartin learned that the School Board will not meet again until September. 
Remick will invite School reps to the next meeting. The topic will be placed on the 
next meeting agenda. 

B. Code Enforcement: Chamberlain offered recommendations for changes to the Land 
Use Ordinance. She suggested that fees for permits could be raised. They have 
remained the same since at least 2003, although building costs have risen. She also 
recommended that most elements of the Uniform Building Code be included in 
Trenton’s Land Use Ordinance. She recommended that the energy portion, which is 
very strict, be added later. She has discussed these points with John Whetstone, 
Chairman, Trenton Planning Board, who agrees with the recommendations. The Lot 
Standards Table needs to be revised to remove confusion. Lot standards are often 
too strict, and are also points that need correction. Road frontage requirements also 
need some clarification, with regard to back lots. An exemption could be added of 
20 to 30 feet. Lot Width/Minimum Lot Widths are areas that need correction and/or 
clarification. Chamberlain recommended that Shore Land Zoning be removed from 
the LUO and made into a separate Ordinance. Ehrlenbach asked that Chamberlain 
prepare the amendments. Remick recommended that a public hearing be scheduled 
and a Special Town Meeting be held. The Planning Board can review the material on 
August 14th. The Public Hearing can be held on September 10th, Special Town 
Meeting on September 24th if no changes are required. 

C. Draft Quitclaim Deed: Walsh presented two quitclaim deeds. A hangar at the airport 
had been sold twice with no one informing the Town Office, or recording the sale. 
At this point, no one has clear title to the hangar. The two later owners have not 
paid taxes. Remick motioned to sign the deed, Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

D. Deed for Donated Land: A deed has been prepared for a property owner who is 
interested in donating a parcel to the Town of Trenton. The owner has been advised 
to discuss the document with an attorney. Remick motioned to send the Quitclaim 
Deed with Covenant to the owner for signature. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

E. School Assessment: Remick motioned to approve the formation of a committee to 
assess the Trenton School regarding the Financial Impact on the taxpayers of the 
Town of Trenton and the projectable impact over the next 7 years. As part of the 
assessment, the Trenton Board of Selectmen is seeking a comparison of the current 
arrangement between the Town and AOS 91, options available within the AOS, to 
other possible arrangements which would serve the students and the tax payers of 
our community. The Committee shall be structured in the following manner: The 
Committee shall be composed of five residents of the Town. Members shall be 
approved by and serve at the discretion of the Board of Selectmen. The Committee 
shall meet and function in a public forum available to the residents, shall keep 
record of their proceedings and shall report to the Board of Selectmen during 
regular Board of Selectmen meetings. The frequency of the reports shall be 
determined by the Board of Selectmen. Unless amended by the board of Selectmen 
the Committee shall stand for 12 months. The final report of the Committee shall be 



presented in writing to the Selectmen and to the voters of the Town of Trenton. The 
Committee is not authorized to spend any taxpayer money without the proper 
approval. The Committee is not authorized to enter into any agreements on behalf 
of the Town nor speak for the Town on any legislative, financial or policy issue. 

    
         During discussion, Nobel strongly disagreed with the motion. She believed that the 
need for the committee has not been identified. It was not on the agenda. She did not believe the public 
was notified, and does not know if it is the will of the Town. There are many subcommittee reports that 
are available through the school that could be studied and would perhaps reveal the answers to the 
Select Board’s questions. She recommends that the School Board, principal and superintendent and 
business manager be invited to a meeting. She believes that this committee method is not transparent. 
Nobel believed that the school Board and reps should have been invited to this meeting. Starr spoke up 
that this committee would not be investigating the AOS, but would rather be an investigation into the 
rising school budget’s impact on Trenton tax rates and a look at possible alternatives for Trenton. She 
reminded Nobel that the School Board and AOS staff have been informed several times that the Town 
planned to seek this information. Hanscom seconded the motion. Vote: 4 Yes. 1 No.  

 
VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business:  
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick, and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 


