
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF September 24, 2019 
 
The Public Hearing on Land Use Ordinance changes was opened at 7:00 pm. John Whetstone, Chairman, 
Planning Board, explained the proposed changes, which encompassed realignment of the lot size table, 
and improved explanations to the notes; and, two definitions--lot width and minimum lot width have 
been rewritten to only use ‘lot width.’ The Public Hearing was closed at 7:07 and the Special Town 
Meeting was scheduled for October 22nd, 7:00 pm. 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 
Jennifer Bonilla, Mike Zboray, Gary Burr, Danielle Cole, Maureen McKerns, Charles Starr, 
Charlotte Winger, Steve Corson, Marc Gousse, Susan Sargent, Richard Sprague, Daniel 
Monahan, Angela Chamberlain, Susan Starr. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: . 
 

III. Approval of Minutes of September 10, 2019: Remick motioned to approve, Hanscom 
seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  
 

V. Old Business: 
A. Fire Department: Corson volunteered that the thoughts and prayers of Trenton’s 

firefighters were with those members and families in Farmington. He described a 
call in which eight firefighters from Trenton’s force were lauded by the Northern 
Light EMS’ for their efforts in CPR of a patient over the span of 55 minutes. The 
national average is between 50% and 60%. The goal is 100%, but is not possible. The 
effort last night was 94.8%. Corson stated that it is becoming more difficult to 
respond to day time calls with enough firefighters. They need more volunteers. 

B. Solar Energy: Representatives from the Trenton School attended to discuss this 
project. They were asked if there was a possibility that a project could be started 
this year. Bonilla explained that the reserve fund was tied to catastrophic events. 
She promised to put it on the agenda for their next meeting, Oct 8th. She 
mentioned that there was $13,000 in that reserve. Bonilla clarified that the roof had 
a leak during one storm last year, and has since been repaired. Nobel did not believe 
that the opportunity to save by starting a project before the end of the year would 
be lost. Zboray stated that the roof replacement should not be done during school 
session due to disturbing noise. 

C. School Evaluation Options Committee Update: Sargent and Starr briefed the Board 
regarding the last committee meeting, just prior at 6:00 pm. Chairperson Sargent 



was elected. Letters to Senator Luchini and Representative Grohoski will be sent 
from the committee to engage them in the process. There will also be letter drafted 
to Superintendent Gousse containing several questions.  Walsh will print any such 
letters on Trenton letterhead, and give a copy to the committee. Sargent requested 
that Ehrlenbach provide a time-line for the evolution of the Trenton Elementary 
School on paper. The next meeting will be on Oct. 8th, at 6:00 pm. 
 

VI. New Business: 
A. Executive Session: 36MRSA Sec 841(2)E2: Motion to go into Executive Session was 

made by Remick and seconded by Hanscom at 7:30 p.m.  Vote: 5 Yes.  Motion was 
made by Remick and seconded by Hanscom to come out of Executive Session at 
8:20 p.m.   
 
Motion was made by Remick and Seconded by Bennett to grant an abatement for 
one year Real Estate Taxes as discussed in Executive Session: Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business: There is an issue noted regarding the wall of the sand/salt building. It will 
need repair. 
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick, and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


