
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 22 2019 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:20 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Mark Remick was excused. 
Visitors: Blake Cass (MDIslander), Susan Sargent, David Monahan, Nayeli Monahan, Finn 
Monahan, Tom Reeve, John Whetstone, Jeanne Sherman, Joe Jantzen, Ivy Cass, Angela 
Chamberlain, and Steve Corson. 
 

II. Visitors Comments:  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of October 8, 2019:  Hanscom motioned to approve, Bennet seconded. 
Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  
 

V. Old Business: 
A. Fire Department: Corson reported that six members had attended Rapid 

Intervention Deep Training, extraction training. The training jointly included 
members from Ellsworth, Gouldsboro, and other departments. Trenton has had 79 
calls so far this year. Three calls were during the recent windstorm. He potentially 
has one or two new members. 

B. SEOC Update: Sargent stated that the full committee had just met with four 
representatives from Hancock. The visitors were very forthcoming about their 
experience as a town in withdrawing from RSU 24. The previous week two 
committee members met with Richard Malaby, who was very helpful in describing 
his experience with efforts to bring education costs down while a member of the 
Maine House. In the next two weeks, an interview with Senator Langley is 
anticipated. A new member, Chantal Longo-Guess, has been appointed to the 
committee. 
 

VI. New Business: 
A. CEO-Proposed updates – Building Code: Chamberlain reiterated her thought that 

Trenton should adopt the Maine Uniform Building Code. She does not believe it has 
to include the energy code, unless voters wish. Or the energy code could be 
adopted separately, at a later date. The codes are the minimum standards that have 
been adopted by the State, and they conform to similar codes of other states. These 
codes protect homeowner. The codes now used were adopted in 2003. She 
recommended that the town adopt the 2015 codes. Chamberlain explained that in 
the past communities of less than 4,000 inhabitants did not have to comply with the 
codes, but she anticipates that in the future all will be required to adhere to them. 



Bennett motioned to propose the building code be updated at Town Meeting. Three 
options could be proposed to see what the voters would like to do: the simple 
energy code; the simple building code; or both together. Nobel seconded. Vote: 4 
Yes. Ehrlenbach recommended that the material Chamberlain provided be available 
at the Town Office for voters to review. There should also be comments added to 
the Town Office website. Chamberlain also recommended that building permit fees 
be raised. There have been no increases since 2003. A modest increase was 
recommended of $.05 per square foot, and $5.00 for the application. This places 
Trenton’s fees in the mid-range of towns in the area. Hanscom motioned to increase 
the rates as recommended by Chamberlain. Bennett seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
Chamberlain also will work with the Planning Board to review and possibly readjust 
the lot standards table in the Land Use Ordinance. They will compare with other 
towns. They may change some road setbacks, to be determined on the type/size of 
the road. They will also be bringing the shore land guidelines into compliance with 
the State guidelines. They are working with DEP for that. 

B. Agent Fees for Vehicle Registration: The Board discussed increasing fees for 
registering vehicles. The fees will be raised by $1 for automobile registrations, which 
is less than the maximum permitted by the State. It was decided not to raise fees for 
ATVs, boats, and snowmobiles. Ehrlenbach motioned to raise the fees as proposed 
by Walsh; $1 per vehicle registration. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

C. Broadband Committee Proposal: Nobel suggested that a Broadband Committee be 
established to research this issue, possibly in preparation for a grant application 
next year. She sees this as a problem in Trenton, where numerous residents do not 
have access to reliable internet access. It inhibits business opportunities, access to 
health information, and several other online venues. The Board members agreed to 
the merits of this endeavor. 

 
VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Bennett motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Nobel seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business:  
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett, and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 4 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 


