
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 8, 2019 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Mark Remick was excused. 
Visitors: Susan Waite, Blake Cass (MDIslander), Susan Sargent, Lisa Winger, Jennifer Bonilla, 
Danielle Cole, and Susan Starr. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: Jennifer Bonilla reported from the School Board, and provided statistics 
regarding the first year of Trenton’s Pre-K class. The document recorded reasurements of 
the status of students at the beginning of the 2018 school year, and comparisons to the 
status of the students at the end of the school year. The statistics showed marked 
improvement for the majority of the total 17 students, and indicated that the pre-K 
curriculum had been beneficial to them as they advanced to Kindergarten in September 
2019. One important benefit was that a child was identified as needing an IPE while in Pre-K, 
and that child was able to get the IPE before going into Kindergarten. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes of September 24, 2019: She asked that these changes be made. 

Hanscom motioned to approve, Bennet seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  
 

V. Old Business: 
A. Fire Department: Nothing new. 
B. Solar Energy: Bonilla reported that the School Board had discussed the replacement 

of the roof and agreed to put it in the budget for next. They simply do not have the 
money for it. They declined to sign an agreement to install solar panels, based on a 
school budget that had not yet been approved by the legislative body. 

C. School Evaluation Options Committee Update: Letters asking to meet with Rep 
Grohoski and Sen Luchini have been signed and sent. A letter with questions has 
been signed and will be sent out to Superintendent Gousse. During the meeting, a 
discussion about a project, “Raise the Floor,” including Blue Hill, Wells, York, and 
possibly other towns was discussed. This was an effort to obtain additional funding 
from the State toward education. Research will continue to learn the results. The 
committee will reach out to Brian Hubbel, a representative of the Lamoine and 
Hancock school boards. Trenton is now 51% eligible for free and reduced lunch. 
There was discussion about possibly drawing up and act, or bill, to obtain funding 
for special needs. Ehrlenbach suggested that Richard Malaby be contacted for 
specifics regarding the school funding formula, and how it affects coastal 
communities. A minimum receiver town must raise 8.25 mills towards the essential 
programs and services funding. It must be allocated toward school funding, but only 



counts toward essential programs and services, not the overall budget. So, if 
Trenton is valued at $333,000,000, as the state determined, how can Trenton 
compare with a town like Mt. Desert, which is now valued at $2.2 Billion. So, if 8.25 
mils can be raised towards General purpose aid to education, according to the 
essential funding formula. So, we raise $1.8 m to meet the essential needs and 
services, which are not 8.25 mils. It is about 6 mils off. If we raise $306,000, per mil, 
6 mils are what are being raised to come up with 1.8 million. We need to raise 
825,000 per mil, in order to receive state funds. The formula needs to be revised, to 
which Malaby may be able to offer his insights. If the formula were adjusted, the 
receiving towns would not receive as much. There appear to be more towns that are 
receiving than are not receiving, which stymied his efforts. Other thoughts were to 
investigate a state lottery scratch-off ticket, which would provide funding. Another 
thought was that a special auto license plate, through the Secretary of State, could 
be developed that would benefit students with special needs, or schools that 
received minimum funding. Bennett saw these efforts as important to many towns 
similar to Trenton. 
 

VI. New Business: 
A. Appointment to SEOC: Hanscom motioned that Chantal Longo-Guess be appointed 

to the SEOC. Noble seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
B. Request Road Name Change: Waite expressed a desire to change the name of Fern 

Gully to White Ash Way. There is no other house on the road yet, however there are 
potentially multiple building lots. After discussion, Bennett motioned to change the 
name to White Ash Way. Nobel seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

C. Sign Warrant for Special Town Warrant: Bennett motioned to sign the warrant for 
the special town meeting on October 22nd; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

D. Nomination to Municipal Review Committee Board of Directors: The opportunity 
was passed to the Solid Waste Committee. There is still a Solid Waste Committee, 
but it has not met in approximately a year, waiting for the change over to the new 
Fiberite facility. 

VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s):  Bennett motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business: Ehrlenbach stated that the top speed on Goose Cove Road was registered at 
80 mph, between 10 and 11:00 am, on our speed sign. The average speed was 37 mph. 
Between September 14 and October 4, there were 17,697 vehicles that drove across Goose 
Cove Road. The data will be given to the Sheriff. The CEO provided documents to be read 
regarding the Uniform Building Code. That topic will be placed on the agenda for the next 
meeting. There were several properties in Trenton that were considered questionable in 
their compliance to the Land Use Ordinance. They will be referred to the CEO. Noble 
presented an opportunity to apply for a grant for $15,000 in assistance to increase the 
availability of Community Broad Band access in Trenton. Due on October 15th, the Grant is 



from Maine Community Foundation. The opportunity was discussed and the members 
believed it is a worthwhile effort, but may not be achieved by the deadline. It was agreed 
that work could continue toward the opportunity when it comes out again next year. 
Sargent suggested that the School Board be tapped for assistance because it would greatly 
benefit many of the students. Nobel agreed to continue to develop the data. Decisions 
would have to be made regarding how Trenton would like to use the grant. A budget would 
need to be developed, and a report would need to be written regarding how the money was 
spent afterwards. Nobel did not believe there were any eligibility issues to the grant. There 
was some discussion about establishing hot spot(s) in Trenton, most likely at the school. 
Bennett suggested that attendees at the next Town Meeting be polled regarding the needs. 
This would mean that next year a request would be submitted. Bennett motioned for Nobel 
to do some preliminary research, approach the school, and place a draft before the 
members of the Selectboard. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom, and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 4 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 


