
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF November 5, 2019 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennettt, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, and Rachel Nobel. Visitors: Susan Sargent, 
Steve Corson, Chantal Longo-Guess, Lisa Winger, and Sue Starr. 
 

II. Visitors Comments:  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of October 22, 2019:  Hanscom motioned to approve, Bennett 
seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  
 

V. Old Business: 
A. Fire Department: Winger provided a report for August 2019. Breakfasts are done for 

the year. Steve Heckman, Deputy Chief has been chosen to return to FDIC, 
Indianapolis in April 2020. He will be lecturing again. The call total is 83 so far this 
year. Corson commented on the difficulty of keeping up with the workload as a 
volunteer. The coordination, training, administration, and fire calls demand more 
hours than most volunteer jobs. He expected to put in five years as Chief, and that 
date is approaching. He anticipates there will be a time in the future when Trenton 
may have to consider salaries for fire fighters. Holden is a municipality that has 
made this transition. Daytime coverage is very thin because most members work 
during the day. Volunteers take on a time intensive responsibility, governed by strict 
laws and guidelines. Training is often given during the regular work week, which 
cannot be attended by Trenton’s volunteers, who have responsibility to their 
employers. Winger brought up a new HR law regarding 40 hours of paid vacation 
that must be given to all paid employees, which firefighter volunteers are, based on 
their being paid for training. 

B. SEOC Report: Sargent reported on the meeting with Brian Langley. There may be an 
upcoming meeting with an Ellsworth School Board member who has been on the 
board since before their withdrawal from RSU 24. A meeting is planned with Joanne 
Allen, Maine Department of Education, and would like input from the Board 
members for this interview. Many questions will be about the Essential Programs 
and Funding formula. The formula is tweaked every three years, but not significantly 
changed. Trenton is a minimum receiver town. The committee wants to learn if 
Trenton is still listed as a K-6 school, or if it has been reclassified as Pre-K-8, and if 
this changes anything in the funding formula. A description of how the Hardship 
Clause is used will be requested. Questions regarding funding from the Maine 
Lottery and tuition questions will be asked. The Committee will explore “Raise the 



Floor” an initiative of other minimum receiver towns. There are further questions 
regarding school staff medical insurance, as well as the impact of the number of free 
lunch students on the funding formula. Langley was enthusiastic regarding the use 
of specific license plates to provide funding for early education. He will make efforts 
to support that endeavor. Matt Dunlap, Secretary of State has been contacted 
about the license plates. The committee continued to discuss the pros and cons of a 
local option tax. It was learned that there is only one generator at the school, which 
supports the furnace. It was thought that with additional generator support the 
school could be considered a shelter. Members of the Board advised that the town 
office is a “warming center.” There is no qualified location in Trenton that can be a 
shelter. The Local Option Tax will require a constitutional amendment. There was a 
discussion about billing special education against medical insurance, but that 
created the risk that an audit would find the expense non-payable, and the payment 
already made by the school. It was thought that the term “Local Option Tax” may be 
self-defeating. Perhaps it could be renamed as not a tax. The Maine Tourism 
Association would not embrace the idea. It was reiterated that all the material the 
Committee receives and generates will be made available to the Board in a final 
presentation document and will be available to the public. 

C. Broadband Committee Report: Nobel reported that they have had a meeting and 
they will be meeting with Rep. Grohoski. They may meet on Nov. 19th or on Nov. 
23rd. She will provide Walsh with a list of members so that they can be appointed. 

VI. New Business: 
A.  
 

VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business: It was agreed by Board members that the town office will provide funds for 
the memorial service for Janet Muise on Nov. 30th. Hanscom motioned to fund this out of 
town funds; Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennettt, and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 


