
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF December 17, 2019 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 

Susan Sargent, Steve Corson, Michael Gilmartin, Chantel Guess, and Susan Starr. 

 

II. Visitors Comments: None. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of December 3, 2019. Hanscom motioned to approve; Bennett 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Old Business: 

 

V. a. Fire Department: Corson reported that the department had been busy lately with 

several auto accidents, as well as a house fire. As of this evening, they have had 100 calls for 

the year. The members participated in the Poinsettia Ball by valet parking for guests, and 

they also wrapped gifts for Christmas for children. They provided part of the arch for 

Wreaths Across America. David Gartner, a new member, will start the Hancock County Fire 

Academy in January. Rory Cole also joined the force and is contemplating training. 

 

b. SEOC Report: Superintendent Gousse will respond to the committee’s questions. He has 

suggested that committee members meet with the School Board on January 14th at 4:30 to 

get answers. Sargent and Starr interviewed Dr. Betsy Webb, Superintendent of schools in 

Bangor. She shared much information regarding the SPRUCE program, which is a bulk 

purchase plan shared with many schools, to keep costs down. She shared ways in which she 

keeps other costs, such as health care, down. She explained that Bangor schools bills 

Medicaid for Occupational Therapy, Physical therapy, etc., rather than taking the expense 

out of the Education Budget. The Bangor Administrative Central office has nine employees, 

and operates on a budget of 1.1 million dollars. Dr. Webb has initiated several academies 

for high school students, and she finds substitute and assistants within the local college 

teaching programs and trains them to work within the Bangor school system. The latest 

school board meeting was also attended and a preliminary budget was presented. Teacher 

and administrative salaries will rise 3.87 per cent, and hourly wage employees will go up 5 

per cent. There are no 214 students in Trenton’s school (including high school), 147 

including pre-K, but not high school. The Trenton school would like to include the Pre-K 

expense in the school budget, so that Trenton does not miss out on State funding. There is 

$65,000 budgeted for the school roof, however Dr. Gousse is now stating that he will look 

at joining a solar farm in Southwest Harbor as an investment. It would seem that more 

savings would be realized if the school roof could be used for solar panels, rather than 

joining with a third party. There was also an expense of 25 per cent to Trenton for the 



salary of a new social worker. The school budget is estimated at $4,254,395, or $130 more 

per $100,000 in property value than it was last year. Ehrlenbach asked how the member 

towns would vote on the building of a new middle school. A pertinent question is how will 

such a new school be funded. Senator Luchini visited the committee earlier in the evening. 

He is in favor of a local option tax and has agreed to take another look at it to resubmit it as 

a bill to help fund early education. This year the State will increase the special education 

funding from the current 45% to 50% to municipalities. Revenue Sharing will also go up to 

3.8 per cent and later to 5 per cent. Representative Brian Hubbell was delayed in traffic, and 

unable to be at the committee meeting. School enrollment in Trenton and Tremont is 

expected to rise slightly, per a recent study. All other member towns are expected to 

decrease. The effort to initiate new Maine license plates for funding for early education was 

discussed. All signatures and monies must be in to the Secretary of State by September. 

Ehrlenbach suggested emailing the principal to each school, introducing the project. It was 

determined that the Board of Selectmen will receive the Committee’s report before moving 

on the License plate project. Ehrlenbach recommended that a presentation be given to the 

voters before the committee completes its project. A questionnaire may be compiled to 

send to the voters to get some preliminary feedback. The committee will not meet on Dec. 

31st. Another night may be selected to start compiling the report. 

 

c. Broadband Report: The next monthly meeting will be January 14, 2020, at 5:30 pm. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a.  Audit Review: Jim Wadman will attend on January 14th, to discuss the report. All 

members are encouraged to review the report in preparation. 

 

b. Dec. 31st Meeting: Bennett motioned to come in on the 30th after 2:00 pm, or on the 

morning of the 31st to sign the warrants, without a formal meeting. Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

c. BIG CATS Liquor License Renewal: Remick motioned to approve the application; 

Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VIII. Other Business:  

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

 


