
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF March 26, 2019 MEETING 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, Susan Starr, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: Mike 
Gilmartin, Danielle Cole, and Steve Corson. 
 

II. Visitors Comments: None. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes of March 12, 2019. Remick motioned to approve; Hanscom seconded. 
Vote: 5 Yes. 

 
IV. Administrative Summary Report:  

 
V. Old Business: 

 
VI. a. Fire Department: Corson briefed the Board on a grant that the department submitted, 

requesting $20,000 to Steve and Tabitha King. This is for six sets of turn-out gear. If these 
are received, the department will have enough replacement sets to take them to 2021. The 
Hancock County Fire Academy was hosted by the Trenton volunteers, for the first time 
during the past week. Steve Heckman, Deputy Chief, will be going to Indianapolis in two 
weeks to attend the Fire Department Instructors Conference. He will be lecturing more than 
300 people, from large, metropolitan fire departments. There were about 3100 hours in the 
station logged in 2018, higher than 2017. 

 
b. Franchise Agreement with Sprectrum: The contract was prepared by Spectrum and 
reflects a length of 10 years. Trenton declined to continue with the public access channel, 
and declined to replace the defunct equipment. The town had requested an additional 
connection for benefit of the Town Office. Two free service drops had been provided by 
Spectrum for the school and the fire department. Walsh will discontinue the Starter TV and 
Sports service, which no one ever uses. This decision will be tabled until the Starter TV and 
Sports service is cancelled. Ehrlenbach motioned to table the issued until next meeting; 
Remick  seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 
c. DOT Directional Sign Request: Ehrlenbach recalled an agreement with MDOT, in which all 
the signs on Thompson’s Island were removed. The Town decided not to permit any more 
directional signs. Walsh confirmed that this agreement still stands. Remick made a motion 
to deny the request. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 
VII. New Business: 



a. Warrant Review: The school warrant articles are expected to be received early in the 
next week. Ehrlenbach will meet with Walsh later in the week to finalize the warrant. 
Remick motioned to have Board members come in individually and sign the warrant as 
soon as it is finalized. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

b. Chairman & Superintendent Meeting, 3/21/2019: Ehrlenbach summarized a meeting he 
had had with Marc Grousse. They discussed looking into options for reducing the school 
budget in coming years. Grousse appeared to understand that the increasing school 
budget will not be sustainable in coming years. Ehrlenbach provided information 
regarding the amount of tax-exempt property in Trenton, and the number of properties 
that are in, or nearly in foreclosure. 

c. Abatement Request, Acadia Fire: This is a 501 3C organization. This organization 
requested relief from Trenton property taxes several years ago, were not granted it, 
and is now requesting an abatement for past three years of tax payments. Starr 
provided background. The assessors, who are not obligated to grant tax relief to a local 
company simply because the IRS does, are required to do due diligence before granting 
tax exempt status. At the time of the original request, several years ago, the assessors 
requested additional financial information from the company. The information was 
never received, so the action was dropped. Remick motion to grant the abatement, 
Ehrlenbach seconded. Vote: 5 No. 

d. School Research Subcommittee: Remick suggested that a group be formed to take on 
the task of seeking information for options to the school budget issue. It was suggested 
that this question become a warrant article for Town Meeting. Ehrlenbach motioned to 
formulate the question as a warrant article. Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 
VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 
 

IX. Other Business: Starr suggested that additional revenue could be obtained by requiring 
private, seasonal rentals be registered annually. Starr volunteered to research the number 
of such establishments in Trenton. Ehrlenbach stated that an ordinance would be required. 
The Planning Board is currently scheduled to take a relevent class. 

 
X. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 
 


