
TOWN OF TRENTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF September 10, 2019 
 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 
John Bennett, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh. Rachel Nobel was excused. 
Visitors: Susan Sargent, Mike Gilmartin, Veena Gaines, Susan Starr, and Mr. Monahan (late). 
 

II. Visitors Comments: . 
 

III. Approval of Minutes of August 27, 2019: She asked that these changes be made. Remick 
motioned to approve, Bennett seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

IV. Administrative Summary Report:  
 

V. Old Business: 
A. Fire Department: Nothing new. 
B. Solar Energy: A representative from the Trenton School will attend the September 

24th meeting to discuss replacing the roof section for panels.  
C. School Evaluation Options Committee Update: Sargent spoke for those members 

who had attended the School Board meeting immediately prior. She described a 
tense atmosphere at that meeting. The initial comments by Dr. Gousse and School 
Board members were defensive and showed enmity toward committee members 
present. Several times committee members tried to impress upon the 
Superintendent that the final product would benefit by having a member of the 
School Board included. He agreed that better lines of communication between the 
school and the town needed to be opened. Sargent requested that planned 
meetings of the SEOC be put on the Trenton Town website. Walsh will also email 
that information to Superintendent Gousse. The motion to form the SEOC, made by 
the Selectboard was made available to all attendees, and it was stressed that there 
was no predetermined path or outcome that would be taken or reached. Ultimately 
any decisions regarding the Trenton School would be made by Trenton voters. 
Gousse stated that the School Board would further discuss having a member work 
on the committee. 
 

VI. New Business: 
A. SEOC Appointments: Remick motioned to approve Michael Hodgkins and Ron 

Marshall to the School Evaluation Options Committee. Hanscom seconded. Vote 4 
Yes. 

B. Culvert Bids/Greenlaw: Bids from two companies were received, to make repairs 
near the Greenlaw property on Goose Cove Road, approximately 30 feet of culvert. 



Barry’s Trucking: $2,034.51; Dirt Diggers: $1,525.00. Bennett motioned to select Dirt 
Diggers; Remick seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

C. Recycling Center Building: Discussion regarding the disposal of the building included 
putting it up for bids, leave it where it is, or, as Gilmartin suggested, donate it to the 
school to replace a dilapidated snack shack. Walsh will send an email to both the 
PTC and the Principal, inquiring if they can use it. 
 

VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 
Warrants. Bennett seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 
 

VIII. Other Business: The CEO recommended to Veena Gaines, a realtor who represents Trenton 
clients desiring to split their parcel into two lots, that she address the Board. One lot would 
not conform to the LUO. The Planning Board is currently preparing a proposed change to the 
LUO, which would bring this lot within legal criteria. A Special Town Meeting to vote on the 
proposed LUO changes is anticipated to be in the latter half of October. It would take at 
least that much time to present the issue to the Appeals Board. Gaines was recommended 
to have her clients simply wait until the Special Town Meeting comes to pass. 
 
Bennett recommended that everyone attend the movie, “Consolidation,” which will play at 
the Criterion, about the consolidation for MDI High School. 
 
Ehrlenbach stated that the top speed on the Goose Cove Road, measured by the speed 
machine, was 73 mph, and the average speed there was 37 mph. There are about 3,000 cars 
across Goose Cove Road daily. In front of the Town Office, the top speed was 63 mph. The 
compliance to the 35 mph limit is greater in front of the Town Office than on Goose Cove 
Road. 
 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick, and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 4 Yes. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 


