
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF October 20, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectmen meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Mark Remick, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors:  John Whetstone, 

Michael Gilmartin, Brant Viner,  Steve Corson, Raymond Harding and Susan Starr. 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: Ehrlenbach added a discussion on the Shoreland Zoning. See below. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of October 6,, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson reported that the department has had 91 calls so far in 2020, with 2 ½ months 

yet to go. They have applied for the Stephen King grant, with which they have had success in the past. They 

will purchase an extrication/battery operated cutting tool if they receive the grant. Deputy Chief Heckman 

will attend Planning Board meetings to become knowledgeable of up and coming building plans, etc. within 

Trenton.  

b. Broadband Committee: Nobel reported that data from the surveys had been sent out to all who had 

indicated interest in following the committee, and participating. Her plan is to reconvene the committee 

after November 3rd.  Corson mentioned that the department is hoping to tour new construction at the 

Gateway Estates, which they have not been able to do during the early phases. Corson stated that there is a 

safety issue in the station with the large truck—there not being room enough to work around it. He asked 

that the boat be stored in the garage, opening up additional space within the station house. A new member 

came onto the force in September, and another young man is ready to be inducted in November. 

c. Trenton School Q & A: No representatives from the school attended.  

d. Town Meeting:  Ehrlenbach has identified December 14th as the Convening of Town Meeting and 

election day. Once the poll closes on that Monday, the town meeting would be reconvened on Tuesday, 

December 15th in the Fire House. The Board agreed that the SEOC Committee should give the 45-minute 

presentation on December 15th. A Public Hearing will need to be scheduled on the Referendum question, 

regarding the School Committee’s pursuit of work toward a regional middle school on MDI. Whetstone 

asked if the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance could also be included in Town Meeting. Ehrlenback identified 

December 1st as the best date for the Public Hearing for the referendum question and on the Shoreland 

Ordinance if it is ready. Remick motioned to schedule the Public Hearing on December 1st, and Town 

Meeting on December 14th; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Approval and Sign the LRAP: Local Roads Appropriation from Maine State. Remick motioned to approve 

the signing; Hanscom seconded. Walsh noted that $7,168 is being put in the bank for future uses. Two 

signatures are needed. Walsh read to the Board that an estimated $12,399 would be received by 

Trenton by Dec. 1st, 2020, for the FY beginning July 1st, 2020. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Shoreland Zone Ordinance: Ehrlenbach identified areas that may need revision. He found no application 

for commercial use within the Shoreland Zone. Minimum lot area conflicts with the Land Use 

Ordinance. Minimum shore frontage is 150 feet per dwelling unit, however there is no definition of a 

dwelling unit, (i.e. does this include campground units?). Under Administration, Appointments and 



Creation of Code Enforcement Officer, Board of Appeals, and Planning Board are already in existence, 

with no need to establish.  

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll Warrants. Bennett 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business: Gilmartin brought up another effort to establish a solar farm for Trenton’s benefit. There is 

no consensus on using the Town Office building, planning on a potential new Fire House on the Sand/Salt 

site, or other location. The Federal credits expire in 2021. Ehrlenbach stated that the ideal location is on the 

school roof. Starr found the pushback on this plan from the Superintendent and the School Board to be 

illogical. The cost of shingling the roof could have been recouped if the panels had already been installed on 

the school roof. The Board agreed that Gilmartin should again approach the school board regarding the roof 

and the solar panels.  

 

Executive Session: Remick motioned to go into Executive Session pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. Section 841 (2); 

Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Time: 7:50 pm. The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:10 pm. A 

poverty tax abatement request has been made. Unemployment has been received by the applicant. There 

may be other forms of assistance that can also be requested. The tax abatement has been requested for FY 

2019/20. Ehrlenbach noted that the amount, if abated, would be reduced the town’s Receivables, it would 

not mean the home is in foreclosure. The town could continue as it does with other residents facing 

potential foreclosure, without granting abatements, and by making an arrangement for payment. 

Ehrlenbach thought some information was missing from the application. There are approximately 18 

months before the home will go into foreclosure. Remick motioned to deny the abatement request 

pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. Section 841 (2), and have the Chairman send a letter to that effect. Bennett 

seconded. Nobel recommended that a list of additional public resources be added to the letter. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


