
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF March 24, 2020 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 

John Bennett, Mark Remick, Carlene Hanscom (joined at 7:10), Rachel Nobel, and Carol 

Walsh. Ehrlenbach moved that in accordance with Title 37(b) 742 (NI), MRSA 403(A) that 

participation by the public for this meeting shall be through telephonic means, that 

members of the Select Board and Budget Committee may cast their votes telephonically and 

votes will be taken by roll call. Remick seconded. Votes: 4 Yes, 0, 1 Absent. Visitors: Susan 

Sargent, John Whetstone, Danielle Cole, Steve Corson, Michael Gilmartin, Susan Starr, 

 

II. Visitors Comments: None. 

 

III. Administrator’s Report: No Comments 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2020: Remick motioned to accept the minutes; Bennett 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes, 0, 1 Absent. 

 

V. Old Business:  

 

a. Fire Department: The report for the month of February was discussed. A chimney fire on 

Feb. 9th required use of the ladder truck. Training requirements were completed by two 

members. Hancock County Regional Dispatch, Northern Lights EMS, and Ellsworth Fire 

were queried regarding protocols for handling calls during the Covid-19 Pandemic. The 

members will be fit-tested for masks, two at a time during a two-hour block. They feel 

confident that they will be able to respond more safely soon. So far, they have gowns, 

gloves, and masks, but not the safety masks. 

 

b. SEOC Report: Report is completed in draft. The final power point and report will be 

provided to members soon.  

 

c. Broadband Committee Report: Involved in obtaining complete data, online form 

responses, and paper responses. Nobel asked that the survey be linked to the town 

website.  

 

VI. New Business: 

 

a. Sand Bids: Two bids: John Goodwin Jr., $9.80 per yard. Tracey Brothers, $7.00 per yard, 

with certificate of liability insurance. Remick motioned to accept the Tracey Brothers bid 

at $7.00 per yard. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 yes. 

 

b. Town Meeting: The school will likely be closed at the time of Town Meeting. Up until 

two days prior to Town Meeting it can still be canceled. Nobel asked if there was a 



remote method to hold Town Meeting. It is not now possible. The consensus is that a 

postponement should not be announced at this time. Town Reports will be printed. The 

School Committee has asked to have the following Warrant Article added: ”Are you in 

favor of the Trenton School Committee continuing planning efforts for a combined 

district-wide middle school?” The Board was addressed with the question. Nobel 

motioned that we include in the warrant the question of whether the school shall be 

able to continue exploring the feasibility of a combined middle school. Bennett 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Whetstone questioned an application that is still under 

consideration by the Planning Board. The concerned party planned to bring a completed 

application to their next meeting. Ehrlenbach cautioned that the number to attend can 

not be more than 10. Nobel questioned why the meetings cannot be held by phone, as 

the limitation is 1,000 participants.  

 

c. Schedule of Future Meetings: Ehrlenbach motioned that all future Trenton Board and 

Committee meetings are canceled; that the municipal offices are closed to the public 

until future notice; that the administrator or their designee shall have the authority to 

allow access to the municipal building on an as needed, individual basis. Remick 

seconded. Ehrlenbach called the Vote:  4 Yes, 1 No. Ehrlenbach moved that in 

accordance with Title 37B-742(F) (D-2) the Treasurer or their designee shall notify each 

Selectman when the warrants are ready for signature and that each Selectman 

individually shall review and sign said warrants so that the Treasurer may disperse 

money on the authority of a warrant drawn for that purpose. Seconded by Remick: 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P and Payroll Warrant(s): Remick motioned to approve the warrants; Bennett 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:   The Planning Board has requested that Michael Gilmartin be appointed to 

a Planning Board seat, to take the place of Maureen McKerns (resigned), and that John 

Corea be appointed as a Planning Board Alternate. Remick motioned to approve both 

appointments. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Ms. Mary Anne Hayes, Bureau of Planning, 

has requested letter of support for funding for the Acadia Gateway Center on behalf of 

Trenton. She needs the letter back by close of business, Thursday, March 26th. Remick 

motioned to authorize the Chairman to sign the letter in support of the Acadia Gateway 

Center. Bennett seconded.   Vote: 5 Yes. Starr asked if the letter supporting the Local Option 

Tax had been sent to Gov. Mills. Nobel drafted a letter, it was brought to the Board’s 

attention but not yet sent. Nobel will resend the draft. The SEOC will prepare a separate 

letter, also in support of the Local Option Tax. Ehrlenbach will sign Nobel’s letter once 

printed on town letterhead. Nobel asked if the Board would like to consider setting up a 

new public online Information Facebook page for announcements, etc. Remick identified as 

the town’s website is already in existence. Nobel would like to have a page that can be 

changed quickly, around the clock. Walsh is able to change the current site in 15 to 20 

minutes with an email. Discussion indicated that with two platforms, the website and the 

Town Crier, which is not a public page. It was probably enough at the municipal level.  Nobel 



asked if a subscription of $4 per month to upgrade might not serve the Board better than 

FreeConferenceCall.com. The consensus was that after the current crisis, it can be 

reevaluated depending on the necessity.  

 

IX. Adjournment:  Remick motioned to adjourn; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

  

 

 

 


