
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 16, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 

Mike Gilmartin, Starr Gilmartin, Maggie Harding, Susan Sargent, Brant Viner, Ann Luther, 

Linda Hodgkins, and Susan Starr. 

 

II. Visitors Comments: None.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes of June 2, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 

5 Yes. 

 

IV. Old Business: 

 

V. a. Fire Department: Nothing new. 

b. Adopting of a Selectboard Policy: Remick reported that he had heard from some 

residents that some sort of policy was encouraged, but that there may be a more 

reasonable way to present it rather than a formal Policy. Information is desired in a more 

timely and easier accessible manner. He asked what more than the emails, town website, 

newspaper entries, could the town be doing. Nobel identified a desire to carry what is 

already being done to reach residents into the future, i.e. a consistency, an infrastructure of 

who/what the Board is. She is looking for a consistent place and time so that the people can 

always be informed. Admitted by several in the room, including Nobel, was that much of 

this is already being done. Nobel received comments from residents as well. One 

consideration would be not having six points of entry to having agenda items; narrowing it 

down to one point. It was thought that 24 hours should be allowed between the last 

agenda item entered, and distribution of the agenda. The ability to submit comments to be 

read at the meeting and included in the minutes should be allowed. Bennet clarified that it 

would be a non-binding policy; a general guideline of how information is distributed. 

Gilmartin mentioned that the guidance would be a way to educate the general public, and it 

would be good to have it in the annual report. Some people would like to know what is 

allowed during the meetings. Starr stated that the policy as written did not appear to 

answer the needs that people were expressing, and suggested that a less formal medium be 

adopted to inform the public on how town government works, how the public can 

participate, and how people can access pertinent information. A formal policy would give 

the board less flexibility, would be more bureaucratic, and what was proffered would not 

fully meet the need. Hanscom recalled that in the past, the Assessing Office would send 

letters with information to new arrivals to Trenton. This was discontinued with the new 

Assessment Contractors. It was suggested that an information letter could accompany real 

estate tax bills to inform residents of how town government functions. Remick suggested 



that the town post notice via a letter, notice in the Town Report, a notice on the webpage, 

but a formal policy was not necessary. Nobel suggested that the information about adding 

agenda items, deadlines, the process for such, inclusion of written comments, which are 

found in the draft policy, should be included in the Town’s final product. Walsh agreed that 

the letter with tax bills is very possible, and volunteered to draft an information document. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Road Commissioner Appointment: Remick nominated Kelton Muise, Hanscom 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Pursuant to Executive Order 53, Set Dates for Taxes Due, and Overdue: Remick 

recommended setting the dates consistent to what has been done in the past. Remick 

motioned to set the date taxes are due as October 1st, and the interest rate on overdue 

taxes at 7%. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Hanscom motioned that the town pay 2% 

on abated taxes. Remick seconded. Vote: 5 yes. 

c. Set Tax Commitment Date: Hanscom motioned to set the date July 14th, 2020. Remick 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

d. Town Meeting: The state continues to limit public gatherings to 50. The school is not 

available per the Superintendent. The referendum vote would require a public hearing, 

which is also limited in attendees. Drive-in Town Meetings are permitted with strict 

distancing, but Trenton does not have a public works department to set that up. Bar 

Harbor will hold a drive-in town meeting on June 30th at MDI High School. Holding the 

Trenton town meeting at MDI High was considered unfair to residents. Lamoine will 

hold their Town Meeting at the Lamoine School, June 24th. If more than 50 people 

attend, it will be recessed until further notice. Luther suggested that some towns are 

holding the entire town meeting by referendum vote. Trenton Town Meeting is still 

expected to be in September. 

e. MRC Discussion: Nobel stated that Fiberite is not accepting trash or recycling, as it has 

in the past. She inquired of the Solid Waste Committee. There is a Zoom Meeting 

scheduled for tomorrow, and she offered the opportunity to attend to members of the 

Board. She will send the access information to Walsh.  

f. Municipal Quitclaim Deed for Hooper: Remick motioned to sign, Nobel seconded. Vote: 

5 Yes. 

g. Executive Session pursuant to 36M.R.S.A. Section 841(2): Walsh did not receive 

requested information. Remick motioned to carry over the session, expecting that 

information and applicant will be present at next meeting. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 

Yes. 

h. Sign Agreement to Audit: Remick motioned to allow the Chair to sign the Audit 2019-

2020. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 



VIII. Other Business: The CEO received email from Mr. Tibbets for a building on Horse Farm 

Road. He will be unable to construct the building on schedule, due to the coronavirus. He 

asked if he could avoid paying a second building permit fee if he waits to start the building 

next year. After discussion, it was determined that this question can be handled by the CEO. 

Gilmartin asked how the mil rate will be established without a budget. Ehrlenbach 

explained that the same expenses in last year’s budget will be used this year. Any 

discrepancy in the budget that surfaces once Town Meeting is held, possibly an overlay 

could cover that, or a second commitment and a supplemental tax bill might need to be 

sent out. Revenues will have an effect on the mil rate, and cannot yet be anticipated. The 

question of what happens if people can’t pay their taxes came up. This is carried on the 

books as a receivable, and eventually the taxes get paid.  

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Nobel. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm. 

 

 


