
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF July 28, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Mark Remick, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, and Rachel Nobel. Carol Walsh was excused. 

Visitors: Mike Gilmartin, Starr Gilmartin, John Whetstone, Steve Corson, Brant Viner, and 

Susan Starr. 

II. Visitor Comments: None. 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: None. 

IV. Approval of Minutes of July 14, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Bennett seconded. Vote: 

5 Yes. 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson reported on activities through June 2020. March hours were 

low due to the Corona Virus, remained low through April, and in May more activity was 

necessary. There were mutual aid calls, a chimney fire, graduation services, and by the end 

of June there were about 130 hours in the station. Deputy Chief Heckman was featured in 

an article in Fire Engineering magazine. Twelve members did CPR recertification on 

Thursday, with social distancing and masks. Corson introduced himself and the Department 

to the new owners at Edwards Market. Corson asked that more consideration be given to 

the parcel with the Salt/Sand Building, as a site for the Department to build on. He invited 

attendees to walk into the Fire House to see personally how crowded the conditions are 

there. Remick recommended that Corson map-out how the station is manned, and 

equipment is organized as a step toward an updated building/force. The thought is that 

there may be a limited window of opportunity to prepare for the next step, i.e. 3 to 5 years. 

There may be cooperative arrangements that could become advantages. He would like it to 

be a monthly agenda item. Corson explained that regionalization seems to work better on 

MDI. He sees that many small communities are facing the same dilemma with lack of 

volunteers. 

b. Broadband Committee: There are about 165 responses tallied so far, and about 100 

more to add-in. Of those tallied so far, 54% said they were satisfied with their service, while 

the remainder are unsatisfied, or offered other answers. Of those unsatisfied, 72% found 

price to be a barrier, followed by reliability and availability at 30%. The pursuits broke down 

with 73% wanting the access for Work, 41% for School/Education, 36% for Health, 

Other/Research/Finance trailed. Respondents that do not have access responded by 

offering their choice of activities if they could gain access; of that 28%, 46% would do work, 

39% would do Recreational activities, and School and Health purposes trailed. Many were 

interested in helping with the study. They expect to have a full report in a few weeks.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Executive Session: The applicant would like to conduct the meeting by phone at a 

future date. It was assumed that Covid-19 may be the source of the hesitation in 



coming in person. The information requested, necessary for the meeting, has still not 

been received. The Board discussed possibilities, and offered to listen to the applicant’s 

preferred options. Video, rather than telephonic only, was viewed as a possibility. The 

item was postponed until the next meeting. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business: Nobel brought up the Public Hearing and Town Meeting. After speaking 

with Sen. Luchini and Rep. Grohoski, Principal Zboray, regarding the possibility of holding 

meetings within the school. Zboray preferred using the drive-in model at the basketball 

court, with about 100 spaces. Porta-sans would be necessary. Any in-person meeting would 

have to be after any school start date, on a Friday to allow time for cleaning. Luchini uses 

Zoom and a streaming website for meetings. She asked that this be placed on the agenda 

for a future meeting. Ehrlenbach reminded the Board that there were now 4 Public 

Hearings/Meetings that needed to be scheduled. Whetstone suggested that the Solar 

portion of the Land Use Ordinance be scheduled first, as there are interested parties 

already awaiting the Town’s Response. Gilmartin offered that the Solar Public Meeting 

could be a test case to see how the Town can come together during the current limitations. 

The proposed text is on the Town website, and thus can be reviewed by interested parties 

ahead of the meeting. Ehrlenbach voiced his thoughts that Zoom, or meetings via 

electronics, would cause fewer of the public to participate. Both Bennett and Remick spoke 

negatively of their experiences with meetings via electronics. Gilmartin suggested that a 

drive-in meeting would be favored over electronic means. Ehrlenbach agreed that the Solar 

Public Hearing could be scheduled at the Town Office. August 25th could be the hearing 

date, and September 8th the Special Town Meeting to vote on the ordinance. Remick 

motioned to schedule the solar ordinance items on those dates; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 

Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Nobel and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 


