
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF August 25, 2020 MEETING 

 

Public Hearing for the proposed Solar Ordinance was opened at 7:00 pm. There were no questions or 

comments. The public hearing was closed at 7:01 pm. 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectmen meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm. In attendance: 

Fred Ehrlenbach, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors: Steve Corson, Brant Viner, Susan Sargent, Mike Zboray, John Whetstone, 

Chantal Longo-Guess, Billy Guess, Linda Hodgkins, Ann Luther, Daniel Monahan, and Susan 

Starr. 

II. Visitor Comments: None. 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: Nobel asked that more discussion regarding opportunity for a 

Town Meeting be added to the agenda under Other Business. 

IV. Approval of Minutes of August 11, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. Nobel commented with additional detail regarding Zboray’s remarks on August 

11th. These are recorded in Trenton School Q & A paragraph below. Vote: 5 Yes. 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson reported that August was a busy month with 12 times out; up 

to 68 calls this year to date. There have been calls EMS needs, motor vehicle accidents, and 

mutual aid. A member attended training in Brunswick for Forceful Entry, which will be 

shared with fellow members. The airport held a mock disaster drill, toned down due to 

Covid-19. Members cleaned out the garage. Corson has identified Volunteer Fire 

Departments in Mariaville, Otis, Hancock, Sullivan, and Orland, as beginning to plan for 

upgraded or new stations, or have already completed the effort, making the point that 

numerous other departments are finding this a need. Dedham and Holden are hiring fire 

department personnel to bridge the gap between volunteers and the community’s needs. I 

Am Responding, an AP system which identifies calls, time, and respondents to the call, is 

now in the second month of a trial. Both Ellsworth and Bar Harbor departments are using it, 

and are satisfied with the AP. The cost would be $300 per year, and Corson feels it is will 

help members know who is involved in a call. An attendee asked the percentage of calls on 

Route 3, and other areas. Corson estimated 70-75% of calls are on Route 3. Most members 

live along Bayside Road.  

b. Broadband Committee: There are 267 responses, with a few still out. People who have 

internet: 33% were satisfied; 26% were not. Those not satisfied sited price/cost—70%, and 

availability/reliability 30%. Spectrum is most used. Poor access and insufficient speed were 

cited by 10%. 5% found their service not reliable; 46% moderately reliable; 43% highly 

reliable. Predominant Use: 45% for work; 25% for education; 87% recreation; 36% for 

health; 76% for communication for friends and family. People who thought they got what 

they paid for: 54-46% No to Yes response. 33 responses would do things if they had access, 

45% work, education 33%, recreation 40%, health 5%, friends and family 24%. Of all 



responses, 67% would be interested in working on the broadband issue in Trenton. Zboray 

added that 10 families requested help with internet access.  

c. Trenton School Q & A: Nobel wished to make it clear with regard to Aug. 11 minutes, 

that students choosing the remote or virtual option, may be taught by teachers from other 

district schools, all within a cohort. A cohort, a new term, was defined as a grouping of 

people in a remote option, or a grouping of people in a hybrid option. There were no 

Trenton teachers that applied for that position. Nobel also wished to make it clear that 

parents opting to change from remote to in-person learning, or vice versa, would first have 

to coordinate the change with the school. It is hoped that there would be a period of time 

in which the parents would try the option originally chosen before asking to make a change. 

Option A is in-school learning. Option B is virtual learning. There is a hybrid version in 

between each option. 20 Trenton students signed up for virtual learning, while 150 

students signed up for virtual learning throughout the AOS (not including high school 

students). Zboray was able to obtain additional desks from MDI High, so that he can remove 

tables from the classrooms. All Trenton students can be accommodated in the school, five 

days a week, after the 3-week remote period, ending Sept. 28th. The largest class is first 

grade. State Covid Relief funds in the amount of $201,000 will come to Trenton. This can 

pay for modifications to the venting system, PPE, and salaries for teachers in the remote 

program, nurse expanded hours to full-time. The funds will be available through the end of 

December, but they may be available until the end of the school year. All PPE supplies 

available through the state and needed by Trenton, have been received. There are several 

items that the State did not yet have, which Zboray is still awaiting. The remote elementary 

learning platform is Seesaw. The middle school will use Google Classroom. Parents will 

receive training in how to use these programs. The AOS School Board Meeting is September 

21st, when a final determination for the start of in-classroom learning will be made. Every 

classroom is a pod or a cohort, different entrances will be used by students, there will be PE 

for the students, within Covid-19 guidelines. Teachers in the middle school will move from 

classroom to classroom. There are trails around the school that students can use to get 

fresh air. Some lessons can be given outdoors. Zboray has purchased two tents to offer 

outside options for students. There are 10 students enrolled in Pre-K. Zboray is still 

considering forums for Open House. Regarding approval of the budget, Zboray admitted 

that he is very careful/frugal in choosing his expenses for upcoming classes. Although he 

has a budget based on the 2019 commitment, he does not know when the 2020 budget will 

be approved at Town Meeting.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Warrant for the Special Town Meeting: Tuesday, Sept 8, 2020. Remick motioned to sign 

the warrant; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Quitclaim Deed. Map 13/Lot 6, Urquhart, Stanley, Dunas: Remick motioned to sign the 

quitclaim deed; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

c. Fees for Planning Board Applications: Remick motioned to raise the fee from $50 to 

$100; Hanscom seconded. Walsh provided that advertising cost is $87 per application, 



and a minimal expense is for postage for abutters. She stated that $100 covers the 

town’s expense. Vote: 5 Yes. 

d. Goose Cove Road Repair: Bids were solicited from 6 contractors, with none responding. 

There are some repairs (wheel ruts, etc.) still needed. Remick recommended that the 

Scope be redefined, and bids be solicited again. 

 

VI. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Other Business: Nobel opened the discussion, asking for ideas to have a Town Meeting. The 

good-weather window will close as the year progresses. Those present debated the 

possibility to have a drive-in meeting vs. attendees seated outdoors, at the Trenton 

Elementary School. Zboray said the school has a PA system with speakers, and with 6 

microphones that could be used outdoors. The current limit for the number of attendees is 

100. The typical Trenton Town Meeting attracts 125-130, or more. The current State of 

Emergency goes until September 7th. It was suggested that the Board wait to see if there is 

any change in the State of Emergency after Sept. 7th. A Zoom meeting limits attendees, as 

some do not have internet access. It was stated that Town Meeting should offer all Trenton 

attendees the opportunity to question warrant items. Public participation is to be 

encouraged. Nobel suggested that the soccer field be used, with a rain date identified. 

Remick stated there is critical importance in attendees being able to ask questions and hear 

each other in discussion. He again identified that more than 100 people are likely to attend, 

and none should be turned away. Zboray stated that it would have to be a Saturday or 

Sunday, and chairs would need to be sanitized afterwards. Hodgkins supported an outdoor 

meeting on the soccer field. The Board chose to postpone further discussion to September 

8th. 

 

VIII. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


