
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF September 8, 2020 MEETING 

 

Special Town Meeting to vote on the approval of a Solar Ordinance was called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Ordinance was approved by those gathered. Meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm. 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectmen meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm. In attendance: 

Fred Ehrlenbach, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel, and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors: Brant Viner, Mike Zboray, John Whetstone, Mary Whetstone, Richard 

Sprague, John Correa, Mike Gilmartin, Steve Corson, Chuck Starr and Susan Starr. 

II. Visitor Comments: None. 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: None. 

IV. Approval of Minutes of August 25, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes.  

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson reported for July and August. July was relatively quiet, but 

August was very busy. The pump testing went well. There was no training because the calls 

increased significantly. Seventeen runs in August, including Three EMS calls, woods fire in 

Sullivan, mutual-aid call in Hancock, for a garage fire. The clean-up can be manpower 

intensive. Over the past 6 to 8 months 5 from the roster have been lost; one new member 

was gained. There are currently 16 members, but 20 is desired. The “I Am Responding” AP is 

helping the members.  

b. Broadband Committee: Nobel reported that all surveys have been entered into the data 

base. The Boardband Committee will reconvene. Many respondents offered to assist the 

committee. The Island Institute provided a helpful pamphlet that explained how broadband 

had been expanded in other communities. About a third of respondents are satisfied with 

their support; a third are not satisfied; a third offered “other” or no response. Affordability 

and reliability are the biggest barriers. 

c. Trenton School Q & A: Zboray explained that today was the start of remote learning. 

There have been about $2800 in donations that came to the school. The school is in limbo 

budget-wise. The school budget has not been uploaded to the state, and therefore the 

state could withhold the special education subsidy for Trenton. Walsh asked if the 2019 

budget could be uploaded, and later, after a town meeting, updated at the state level. 

Zboray stated that the subsidy is paid to the town the next year. He expects the special 

education costs to increase this year and, submitting a “short” budget would mean that less 

than the correct amount in subsidies would come back to Trenton. He will ask Nancy 

Thurlow how that works. Remick asked for clarification. If the state is asking for a budget, 

based on a town meeting that the town has not had because it is adhering to rules the state 

established, yet now the state is threatening to withhold funding. Ehrlenbach asked Zboray 

about two years ago, when additional funding of $100,000 was needed; Zboray recalled 

that the state provided the funds out of a special account. He will check on the details with 



Nancy Thurlow. Zboray was asked why the special education funding requirement this year 

was more than last year. He responded that there are three additional students this year 

that need special education. The ventilation inside the school is being readied for the school 

opening in three weeks. Federal Covid relief funds are being used for this. There are tents 

that will provide outdoor classrooms, until the temperatures drop. Executing the school 

drop-offs will be interesting. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Town Meeting Scenarios: Nobel reiterated that a drive-in option, outdoor meeting 

option, or a referendum option were available to the town. She urged the Board to 

make a decision before weather became too inclement. Remick thought the drive-in 

method would be difficult with communication, needing runners, checking voter status, 

counting votes—both written and by hand. It was thought that having the meeting at 

the MDI High School would end in very few Trenton voters making the trip to the 

school. Zboray stated that the PA system is functional for a drive-in meeting, with dial-

in on the radio. An outdoor, seated meeting would be limited to 100 people. Starr 

asked Zboray what would go wanting in the school budget if a town meeting is held 

late. Nobel answered that the school subsidy is a potential loss; may not have after 

school programs; may not have sports programs; the school is operating under the 

lesser amount of last year’s budget. She believed parents are concerned about this. 

Starr asked if the school can take any action to avoid losing the subsidy, such as an 

appeal. The differential between last year’s budget and this year’s is $280,000. This 

would require cuts in this year’s budget. Things that could not be paid for would be 

after school programs, sports, tier five, all co-curricular stipends, yearbook, robotics, 

math counts coach, jazz band, show choir, basketball, cross country, baseball, track, 

ASP, Spanish, about $110,000. There is also the librarian, title 1 Tech that does reading 

recovery, and other positions that might have to be dropped. Remick noted that many 

of the items that would not be funded, have already been taken out by other 

influences. Ehrlenbach noted that pre-K was funded because it was included in last 

year’s budget. Zboray stated that soccer and track clinics could still be run. The Board 

looks forward to Nancy Thurlow’s input. To hold a meeting will require 30+ days for 

ballots to be made and envelopes ordered and available to voters. Walsh provided that 

the presidential election takes precedent in ballot concerns. The town office staff is fully 

involved in making sure the presidential election is carried out by the letter. There is 

not time to add preparing for and holding a town meeting to the schedule before 

November 3rd. Remick motioned to table discussion of a town meeting until the 

meeting of November 17th, allowing time for the presidential election to be finished. 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 4 Yes, 1 Abstained. 

 

VI. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 



VII. Other Business: None. 

 

VIII. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Remick. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


