
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF November 3, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectmen meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: 

Fred Ehrlenbach, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, and Rachel Nobel. Carol 

Walsh was excused. Visitors:  John Whetstone, Michael Gilmartin, Starr Gilmartin,  Steve 

Corson, Susan Sargent and Susan Starr. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  None. Hanscom motioned to accept the agenda as is; Bennett 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of October 20, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote:  Nobel clarified in the minutes that federal credits for solar energy projects expire at 

the “end of 2021” as opposed to the statement in the minutes that the federal credits 

expire in 2021.” She added that the credits will be 22% throughout 2021. Vote 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson provided the report for October. September will be provided 

at the next meeting. The Stephen King grant request has been completed. At the end of 

October there were 96 calls; in 2019 there were 79 calls at this point, in 2018 there were 97 

calls, and in 2017 there were 106 calls. There have been mutual aid calls in accordance with 

agreements between Trenton, Ellsworth, Lamoine, and Hancock. Twelve members spent 

three tofour4 hours at the Ellsworth Training site, with a two-story building and realistic 

conditions.  Estimates have been received from surveyors. They are from Herrick and 

Salisbury, and Raymond Silsbury. Corson expressed a desire to have the entire parcel 

surveyed.  

b. Broadband Committee:  Nothing new. 

c. Trenton School Q & A: No representatives from the school attended.  S. Starr suggested 

that two members of the Board of Selectmen meet informally with two members of the 

Trenton School Board to discuss any areas where differences of opinion might exist. It had 

come to her attention that there may be a rift between the members of the School Board 

and the Select Board. Informal, non-attributable conversation may help to bridge the gap 

and create better understanding between the two boards. Nobel countered this suggestion 

with her own, recommending that such a discussion be open to the public, formal, and 

possibly with a moderator. The merits of each opinion were debated, with no decision 

being made. The members of the Selectboard, if the opportunity occurred, would speak 

privately with acquaintances on the School Board. Sargent explained that the SEOC was still 

having difficulty getting requested information from the AOS via the School Board. Remick 

acknowledged that with no success in this, the Board of Selectmen should reiterate the 



need as a formal request. Sargent explained that the committee was looking at the 

breakdown in billing to the AOS from Kids Peace. That information could then be examined 

to insure that the town is not being billed for items that are also being paid by Maine Care. 

Remick motioned that they make a formal request to the Superintendent’s Office regarding 

information pertaining to Kids Peace and special education contracts for the SEOC. 

Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. League of Town Officials Workplan Topic Choices. Members discussed the list of topics 

suggested by the League of Towns, and other possibly subjects that might be explored.  

The process identifies the important items that the town administrators will work 

together to solve over the next year. Bar Harbor, Tremont, Southwest Harbor, Swans 

Island, Mt. Desert, Cranberry Isles, Lamoine, Ellsworth, and Trenton are members. The 

Board agreed to submit additional topics of: Solar, broadband access, environmental 

sustainability, attracting and keeping year-round employees, proactivity against tick-

borne illnesses, transportation, and charter commission.  

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business: 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 


