
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF November 17, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectmen meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: 

Fred Ehrlenbach, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, Rachel Nobel (via 

telephone), and Carol Walsh. Visitors:  Michael Gilmartin, Steve Corson, Daniel Monahan, 

Brant Viner, Susan Sargent and Susan Starr. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Sargent requested that a SEOC update be added to the 

agenda. Remick requested that Arrango be added. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of November 3, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote:  Vote 4 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: (Nobel joined the meeting at this point) 

a. Fire Department:  Corson reported that he had submitted two survey estimates for 

board members to review. The Silsbury bid was for $5,500-$6,500 for a complete survey; 

and the Herrick & Salisbury bid was for $5,700.which was quoted for a limited survey. 

Hanscom remarked that there may be a survey in town office holdings from the time the 

substation was built. Walsh will research this, as well as with the Hancock County Registry 

of Deeds office. To date there are 101 calls for the year. A vehicle extrication class was 

attended by 11 members, with two autos being donated by Dave’s Towing. There are now 

18 members, with two new volunteers. Corson has stored the boat in the garage, which 

creates more room in the big bay. Deputy Chief Heckman is now attending Planning Board 

meetings, the last meeting including the Gott Subdivision Phase 3. He is concerned 

regarding NFPA-1, which requires a review by an approved independent third party to 

survey the process for adherence to fire/building-related codes. This is at the builder’s 

expense. Much of the project is underway already. Moving forward, Corson would like to 

see the requirement incorporated into a town ordinance, or policy document. Corson noted 

that the fire department has asked numerous times to be given a tour of the newly built 

homes, but has to date not received it. Based on Heckman’s knowledge of codes, Gilmartin 

believes that some changes in the building may be required. Corson has asked for a 50-year 

Drought Study of the pond on the property. Walsh noted that this Phase III is a new 

application with a new fee and may be the time to require changes if necessary. 

b. Broadband Committee:  Nothing new; on hold until meetings can be held remotely.  

c. Trenton School RE: KidsPeace Billing: Sargent called KidsPeace and confirmed that they 

do their own billing including to Maine Care; but could not answer any other questions. 

There is no specific details regarding billing in the school budget. The SEOC will draft the 

letter to the Superintendent and Business Manager.  



 

VI. New Business: 

a. SEOC: A member of the School Board, Tom Reeve, is conducting some statistical 

research. An initial look at the data indicates that it runs parallel to data that the SEOC 

developed. He will look at comparing staff salaries, insurance benefits, etc. Gilmartin 

explained that he had asked to put the solar panel project on the School Board agenda 

for the recent meeting. There was a mix-up and it was not placed on the agenda, 

although Gilmartin attended. The School Board promised to put it on the next agenda. 

b. School Warrant Signatures:  The School Payroll warrant was submitted after the last 

meeting, and had been submitted without signatures; so the Treasurer could not 

transfer funds and the warrant could not be paid. The checks (via direct deposit) were 

issued and the school checking account became overdrawn as a result. Walsh came in 

on a day off to solve the problem.  

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business: Arrango has returned to the area, and although he is not currently living in 

the structure on his property, concern was expressed that the building is not habitable. The 

CEO and/or the Health Officer could condemn the structure.  There is no running water, 

electricity or bathroom evident. The Board decided to refer the issue to the CEO. Bennett 

volunteered to contact the CEO and work with her should any action be needed. Nobel 

brought up discussion of the town purchasing a Zoom license so that the public meetings 

can be joined by residents via Zoom. She also would like to see residents attend the Town 

Meeting scheduled in December via Zoom. The license is $14 per month up to $100-plus 

per year. The population of Trenton is 1,481. Sargent noted that the school uses Google-

Meet, and asked why the town could not request use of that account. Nobel believes that 

Zoom is a safe and vetted method, stating that FreeConferencecall.com is also an option. 

Skype and Microsoft Teams were also mentioned. Monahan support Nobel’s position, due 

to health concerns. It was suggested that those without computers might be supplied them, 

and that people could also call in to the meetings. Nobel thought that the town would need 

to purchase speakers, and additional microphones. Ehrlenbach noted that the Maine 

statutes would not allow a town meeting via Zoom. Sargent offered to help set up a Zoom 

meeting at the next scheduled Selectmens’ meeting. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennet and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 


