
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF December 29, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectmen meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm. In attendance: 

Fred Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom, and Carol Walsh. Rachel Nobel and 

Daniel Monahan attended remotely. Visitors:  Michael Gilmartin, John Whetstone,Chantal 

Longo-Guess, Billy Guess, Steve Corson, Mark Remick Susan Sargent, and Susan Starr. 

Attending remotely: Rebecca Alley, Selena Dunbar, and Stephanie Roguski. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of December 15, 2020. Hanscom motioned to accept the minutes; 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson reported that the department was now at 112 calls for 2020. 

2019 had 105. Corson asked about the next move regarding the Sand/Salt parcel of land. 

Discussion indicated a first step would be to consult with the Planning Board and the CEO. A 

determination should be made regarding what the department would like to see in a new 

building, possibly consulting the plans already drawn up. Thought thus far is to utilize 

completely a new building; not to retain use of the current fire house. Corson attended a 

meeting (virtual) with EMS providers, Northern Light, and Bar Harbor Fire Department 

regarding needs when Bar Harbor responds to Trenton EMS needs. They will need some 

back-up from Trenton Fire Department. The department anticipates receiving vaccines 

through Hancock County Emergency Management Agency. The dates are yet unknown. 

 

b. Broadband Committee: Nothing new to report. Whetstone asked what is the goal of the 

committee. Nobel responded that she plans to reconvene the members, they will cull 

through the data compiled thus far. They will determine options available, i.e. Spectrum, 

grant funding, join other towns for regional improvement of broadband. The committee will 

look at federal monies that may be available. Nobel was asked if the data will be available 

by Town Meeting in May, and responded that she can determine that when she reconvenes 

the committee. They may approach Spectrum to extend coverage for some for less cost.  

 

c. SEOC Recommendation: Sargent read aloud the recommendations made by the SEOC 

Committee. Summarized, they are: 

 1. Withdrawal from AOS 91. This gives the decision-making authority to Trenton’s 

School Board to determine if Trenton should be an independent school unit, or retain 

independence and share administrative services with other independent school units. 



 2. Seek legal advice to assist in the withdrawal, contracts, and agreements. Announce 

the decision to withdraw to the Commissioner of Education in a letter.  

 3. Require the Trenton School Board to withhold participation in contract negotiations 

between itself and AOS 91 School Committee and teacher unions.  

 4. The Trenton School Board should prepare a letter of no confidence in Superintendent 

Gousse, citing his lack of forthrightness in discussing school budgets, not responding in a 

timely manner to requests for information, and repeatedly calling for legal action when 

challenged by Trenton. His actions and statements have been divisive to Trenton. 

 

 Hanscom noted that in view of the ever-rising budget, Trenton does need to do 

something regarding education costs. Ehrlenbach recommended that the findings be 

presented to the School Board. Monahan asked what authority the Board of Selectmen had 

to do without School Board approval, to which the answer was “none.” Upon receipt of the 

AOS 91 attorney’s written opinion regarding Trenton retrieving funds paid into the Special 

Education Emergency Fund, it was learned that there was never a method included in the 

agreement for any towns to withdraw from the agreement or to retrieve funds. Even if 

membership in AOS 91 ends, a town must continue to pay into it and may not retrieve the 

funds, apparently until the AOS is dissolved. Nobel questioned the membership in the SEOC. 

The members are Sargent, Starr, Stephanie Waite, Longo-Guess, Bennett, and Ron Marshall 

(who has been ill and unable to attend meetings since the first committee meeting). 

Bennett did not attend the most recent meeting. Monahan voiced objection to providing 

the recommendations to the School Board and asked that the SEOC take no further action, 

and asked if the Select Board were to agree with them. Ehrlenbach clarified that the Select 

Board is a fiduciary body and could take no action on the recommendations. Monahan 

motioned that the SEOC take no further action and not present the recommendations, or 

anything, to the School Board on behalf of the SEOC or the Select Board; Nobel seconded. 

Monahan stated that the Select Board should not be micro-managing the School Board. He 

believes that the School Board should create its own committee if it so chooses. He believes 

the action taken is not appropriate. Nobel also was critical of a Select Board committee 

recommending the removal of Trenton Elementary School from the AOS. It is her belief that 

the SEOC report, minus the recommendations, be moved to the School Board, to see if they 

respond to the report. She is not in agreement with the SEOC’s conclusion. Ehrlenbach 

explained that the SEOC was set up independently of the Board of Selectmen, with no input 

from the Board throughout the research. The SEOC is an independent body and has the 

right to take the recommendations to the School Board. The Board of Selectmen is not 

endorsing, is neither for nor against, the recommendations. The SEOC is a group of citizens 

that did work, which they want to present to the School Board, and that is their right. Nobel 

continued to argue that the Board of Selectmen was connected to the SEOC by virtue of 

having been formed by it. She brought up the possibility of the Board of Selectmen 

choosing to dismantle the SEOC, making them bring the recommendations to the School 

Board as private citizens. Vote: No: 3 Yes: 2 Nobel asked how long the SEOC is expected to 

remain active. There had been no time limit at the inception. Sargent responded that 



answers from the Superintendent are still expected and additional research will be 

conducted. Nobel continued to argue that she viewed the SEOC as an element of the Board 

of Selectmen. Bennett explained that the intent behind the SEOC was that it would be an 

autonomous committee with no direction from the Board of Selectmen. Sargent explained 

that she chose to add a member to the committee in light of the work that she will need to 

share. Sargent explained to Nobel that the six seats on the SEOC were filled when she 

added Remick in place of Marshall. Nobel described the SEOC as, “the committee is an 

independently operating group of concerned citizens, that is closed to other citizens joining, 

and is taking recommendations to the School Board,” which she agreed is fine. She further 

stated, “if operating under the jurisdiction of the Select Board, which has the authority to 

either convene or dismantle this group, then that is a different thing.” In trying to 

understand, she stated that, “the SEOC is an entirely independently operating group of 

concerned citizens, operating without any jurisdiction of the Select Board, and that nobody 

else can join, and that people in town will understand where things are.” Nobel continued 

to clarify, “the SEOC does not answer to the Select Board, they don’t receive any guidance, 

nor do they answer, nor do they come together with any guidance of the Select Board,” to 

which Bennett agreed.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Election of Chair and Vice Chair of Select Board: Hanscom nominated Ehrlenbach as 

Chair; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Hanscom nominated Bennett as Vice Chair; Nobel 

seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. SEOC Appointment: It was advised by Walsh that members of the SEOC, as well as the 

Veterans’ Committee were not formally appointed. Therefore, there was no need to 

appoint a new member. 

c. Bayside Road Property: .The town has been given a piece of property at the end of 

Goose Cove Road, on Bayside Road. The Board should determine a course of action for 

this property. Monahan motioned that the decision be postponed until the second 

meeting on January 26th; Nobel seconded. Monahan would like to see more details 

regarding this action. Starr asked what the usual options were for the Board to take in 

similar cases. Eherlenbach explained that some people are interested in acquiring the 

property. In the past, parcels have been put up for sale by bid, and more recently 

parcels have been listed with a real estate broker. The later method has brought more 

funds to the town than the prior. It is a fair method. Gilmartin stated that he would like 

to see the town hold on to the property in case needed for future expansion, i.e. the 

fire department. Bennett explained that the real estate marked is currently good, and if 

someone were to purchase the property and build on it, it would bring in tax dollars. It 

is 1.7 acres. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 4 Yes, 1 Abstension. 

 



VIII. Other Business: The first budget committee is on February 9th, following the regular 

Selectmen’s meeting. Monahan asked how the committee members are chosen. The 

Selectmen, and a member of the Fire Department, Planning Board Chairman, School Board 

Chair, and members at large who volunteer are placed on the committee. Starr pointed out 

that it is a public meeting, to which interested parties can attend. Monahan would like to 

ask other people to join the Budget Committee. Monahan asked to put committee 

membership on the agenda for the second meeting in January. He was asked to bring any 

names to the next meeting, as the second meeting in January would be too late.  

 

Monahan motioned to hold all Select Board meetings virtually until the end of January, 

basing his motion on the rising COVID 19 rates. Nobel seconded. Whetstone explained that 

it would be very difficult to conduct Planning Board business virtually only. Monahan 

responded that his motion was not to have  other entities meet wholly virtually—just the 

Select board. When asked the purpose, he responded further that it was to protect the 

public health. Vote: No: 4, Yes: 1. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 


