
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF May 5, 2020 MEETING 

Participation by the public for this meeting shall be by telephonic means. Members of the Select Board 

may cast their votes telephonically, and votes will be taken by roll call. 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 

Steve Corson, Mr. Wight, Mr. Dodge. Mike Gilmartin, Linda Hodgkins, Dan Monahan et al. 

 

II. Visitors Comments: One telephonic attendee asked about the Town Meeting reschedule, 

which will be covered as an agenda item. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of March 24 and April 22, 2020. Nobel identified several items that she 

asked have added/changed in the minutes of March 24: Added to attendees, Linda 

Hodgkins by phone, and 266-1131 name unknown; Para 8, Nobel had brought a letter 

regarding the local option tax to the Board’s attention, but it had not yet been sent; RE: 

Facebook page, the Trenton Town Crier site is not a public page; Remick motioned to 

approve; Hanscom seconded. Remick motioned to accept the minutes with changes; 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IV. Old Business: 

 

V. a. Fire Department: Corson reported that they were working on COVID 19 precautions, 

and that in the next couple of months they will be wearing masks to calls beyond EMS 

activities. The June and July breakfast will be cancelled. Several communities are doing 

parades for children’s birthdays. The TVFD has received one request for a birthday and one 

request for a graduation. The department would like to follow through with those requests 

with a fire truck or two. It will help make their presence known throughout the community. 

Members of the Board support Corson in this activity.  

 

VI. New Business: 

 

a. Wight/Dodge LUO Violation: This is concerning one of the last lots in the Dodge 

subdivision. Bill LaBelle designed the septic system, and questioned the lot lines at that 

time. The bank did a mortgage survey and found a corner of the building had 

inadvertently been built over a line. A second survey confirmed the problem. The 

question is, can the builder get a variance or an approval for the construction. The CEO 

thought the building was about 3 to 4 feet inside the line. This has not been brought 

before the Board of Appeals. The abutter, Michael Wittick, is aware of the problem, and 

has offered to provide the land to remove the issue. The fact that it concerns a 

subdivision piece and not an individual piece complicates the problem. Ehrlenbach and 



Remick opined that the subdivision rules should not preclude adding a small piece from 

the neighbor to the lot. The alternative is for the Board to assess a fine. After 

discussion, the participants decided that they would prefer to pay a fine, in the interest 

of time. A letter from the Board would be sent to the property owner’s bank. The 

resolution would be recorded on the deed. Remick motioned to grant the waiver with a 

fine of $6,000, and that the Chairman sign the consent agreement. Bennett seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Reschedule of Town Meeting: Per Gov. Mills, Trenton will not be able to schedule a 

Town Meeting until September. A public hearing on the referendum question regarding 

the middle school,  must happen 10 days before the vote, and requires 7 days notice. 

Unless the Governor changes the criteria of not more than 50 people, it must wait until 

mid-September. Nobel informed the members that there were four alternatives on the 

State website that could be utilized with permission. The Town Meeting must be 

postponed until a date to be determined by the Municipal Officers. Gilmartin asked if 

the Board had looked at the Town shortfall on taxes in the future. The new state 

valuation reimbursements will cost $20,000. Revenue sharing will disappear for this 

year ($76,000), and next year. The municipal budget is up $19,000. The school budget is 

likely to be a $300,000 increase. Ehrlenbach motioned, pursuant to LD 2167, enacted by 

the Maine Legislature March 17, 2020, the election Town Meeting is postponed to a 

date to be determined by the Municipal officers and notice through posting of warrant. 

Remick seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business: In June, Stage 2, the Board will meet at the regularly scheduled time, June 

2, 2020. If not in phase 2, the meetings will be carried on with phone participation by the 

public. The Planning Board is expected to meet June 10. The Broadband may also meet in 

June. Nobel asked that the Board consider having a Town Facebook page between tonight 

and the next meeting. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

 


