
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 2, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. In attendance: Fred Ehrlenbach, 

Carlene Hanscom, Mark Remick, John Bennett, Rachel Nobel, and Carol Walsh. Visitors: 

Steve Corson, Mike Gilmartin, Susan Sargent, Brant Viner, Ann Luther, Mr. Bird, Mr. Bird, 

and Susan Starr. 

 

II. Visitors Comments: Luther commented that the US Census responses from Trenton 

residents has lagged at 42.7%. She urged all to respond to the US Census questions. It will 

affect funding for the town in future issues. The deadline is several months out. Walsh will 

post encouragement on the Facebook page and on the town website. Gilmartin asked for 

assurance that information to be posted on both sites, as several in town are not Facebook 

users. There was a discussion about posting all documentation for every Selectmans’ 

meeting on the website before meetings. Several thought this was not feasible.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes of May 5, 2020. Remick motioned approval; Hanscom seconded. Vote: 

5 Yes. 

 

IV. Old Business: 

 

V. a. Fire Department: Corson reported that operations were shut down during the 

quarantine period, except for mandatory inspections. Their first meeting in person was June 

1st, with social distancing. The calls have become more frequent, with multiple calls in single 

days. Ehrlenbach and Corson walked the property under consideration for purchase. There 

is a question posed to DEP regarding functional use of the property. June and July 

breakfasts have been canceled. Possibly they will begin in August. The breakfasts raise 

about $30,000 per year in proceeds. Corson volunteered to clean the garage out with other 

volunteers; will need a dumpster. The Fire Academy has been postponed until 2021. One 

member was attending, and another member will begin when it starts up again. Steve 

Heckman will be the subject of an article in the nation-wide periodical, Fire Engineering, in 

July.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Liquor License (Bird & Bird): Acadia Barbeque: This is a first-time request. Remick 

motioned to approve; Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

b. Liquor License (Lunt’s Lobster Pound): This is a renewal. Remick motioned to approve; 

Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

c. Road Commissioner Appointment: Doug Monson is moving out of town, and therefore 

can no longer serve as the Road Commissioner. The road commissioner should have 

some knowledge of road works. Kelton Muise’s name was circulated as a possible 



option, and will be approached. Another name from the community at large surfaced, 

and he will be approached as well. 

d. Adopting a Selectboard Policy: Luther offered prepared remarks to support her request 

to educate residents better in how to learn about Board meetings and agendas. She 

would like to adopt a better policy for public notice of Selectboard meetings, so that 

constituents in town could find out what is being discussed, and participate if they want 

to. Her survey of other members of the League of Towns shows that governing bodies 

in Lamoine, Bar Harbor, and Tremont have policies similar to what she is suggesting. 

She provided copies from those towns to Board members. Mt. Desert does not have a 

policy, but publishes their agenda and the entire board packet in advance of the 

meetings. She admits that some elements of her desired policy already exist. She 

believes that her ideas would enhance the effectiveness by making the agenda items 

more widely understood. She advocated for publicizing results on the town website, 

and by utilizing regular order of good governance, or parliamentary procedure. She is 

looking for the adoption of regular order and transparency and openness. She asked 

that the Board consider her proposal. Luther was queried if she is aware of a 

generalized thought that the Board is not being transparent. She admitted that there 

are some residents that share her view, but her spoken observations are hers alone. 

Nobel admitted that before she joined the Select Board there was a lot she did not 

know. After joining, she considered putting together a posting guidance to others on 

policy. She sees that her effort would be compatible with the policy request from 

Luther. She also has heard from her work with the school and other individuals, that 

people just don’t know how to be involved. Luther believes the town government can 

make it easier for people if it wants to. Nobel recommended that the proposal be 

placed on the next meeting agenda. Viner explained that he had had difficulties in 

accessing changes in town policy, i.e. recycling changes; and had difficulty accessing 

agendas and minutes of meetings. 

e. Superintendent’s Request—Town Meeting Alternatives: Superintendent Gousse has 

suggested that Town Meeting be held at MDI High School, on the football field. Rest 

Rooms will not be available. This brings up the issue, that if there is no Town Meeting, 

the town will operate on last year’s budget. The State of Emergency will last until at 

least August 30th. Town Meeting will not occur until September. Taxes must be 

committed or the town will be out of money by October 1st. Taxes could be committed; 

at the same rate and budget as last year, before Town Meeting. A supplemental 

commitment to adjust to budgetary needs after Town Meeting can then occur. 

Municipal elections cannot be held at the July 14th primary, because more election 

officials will be needed. Since the seats are all sought uncontested by incumbents, this 

is not an imminent problem. The Board will probably do the commitment in the second 

week of July. Time will be allocated before Town Meeting for the SEOC to present its 

findings.  

 



VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Remick motioned to approve the A/P and Payroll 

Warrants. Hanscom seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business: Walsh stated that Lien notices have gone out. It is expected that multiple 

town residents will face hardships in the next year that will affect tax payments and 

revenue to the town. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Remick and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

 


