
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 1, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Rachel Nobel, Charles Farley, Jr., and Carol Walsh, in person.  

Daniel Monahan attended remotely, joining approximately 5 to 8 minutes after the Call to 

Order. Visitors: John Whetstone, Mike Gilmartin,  Brant Viner, Carlene Hanscom, Danny 

Piper (Sun Dog Solar), Stephanie Waite, Ann Luther, and Susan Starr attended in person. 

Attending remotely: Starr Gilmartin, Margaret Harlin, Rebecca Alley, Sarah Hull, and Vicki 

Young.  

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None.   

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Ehrlenbach added a Liquor License Renewal for Downeast 

Lobster Pound, which will be taken up later in the evening.  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of May 18, 2021. Bennett motioned accept the minutes, Farley 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department::  No Report. 

 

b. Broadband Committee:   The Broadband committee met during the prior week. They 

continue to look at Spectrum, and have received a list of everyone  who has Spectrum 

services in Trenton. They will map out the locations in Trenton to determine which 

roads are not yet served. Spectrum will return with some new details regarding bulk 

purchasing. They are looking at another modality which uses television communications 

to do Broadband via Wi-Fi, or Microsoft Air Band. It has a range of about 6 miles from 

each antenna. It transmits in the 600 to 700 megahertz band. Axiom will also be invited 

to meet with the committee. They are looking at a Community Foundation Broadband 

Grant, which will be due August 1st. They will put together a budget and submit it to the 

Select board. 

 

c. Solar:  Danny Piper returned  to answer questions. Monahan asked about the Statute of 

Limitations, which Piper promised to get a response from Sun Dog’s Counsel. Piper 

explained that the 1 per cent increase per year was actually half of the more frequently 

used 2 per cent increase per year.  He asked about the supplier of the equipment being 

a relatively new company (Vikram); should the company fail, how would parts be 

obtained. Piper explained that Vikram is a tier 1 manufacturer, meaning that it is 

financially sound. There is a module reliability score card that a third party measures, 

and Vikram has consecutively gained note as one of the top performers throughout the 



reviews. Each manufacturer’s solar panel can integrate with panels of other makers 

without a problem. Piper reiterated that the panels come equipped with Alpine snow 

guards. Walsh asked Piper to send a draft contract that could be distributed to the 

Board. Piper stressed that Fair Market Value would be determined at the time that the 

Town might consider purchasing the solar panels from Sun Dog, i.e. in seven years. The 

Outside Commercial Operation date is being changed to 180 days out, July 28, 2022. A 

verbal, straw poll among Board members indicated that at least three were leaning 

toward approving the contract with Sun Dog. 

 

d. Water Test Results:  Monahan explained that Defending our Health tested 12 

properties. There were a few positive results. He will invite Defending our Health to a 

future meeting to explain what they found, and what can be done about it. Bennett 

motioned, Nobel seconded, a motion to approve all appointments on the list except the 

Broadband Committee. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Appointments:  Nobel corrected the list of Broadband Committee members to be: 

Soloman Goldman, John Whetstone, Mary and James Turner, Starr Gilmartin, and Rick 

Palozola. The Broadband Committee appointments will be taken up at the next 

meeting. The remaining names on the  appointment list will be dealt with tonight. 

Bennett motioned approval, and Nobel seconded. Nobel expressed a desire to have a 

Board member join the Solid Waste Committee.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

b. Renew Small Animal Clinic Agreement: Bennett motioned to approve the contract; 

Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

c. Liquor License Renewal for Downeast Lobster Pound: Bennett motioned to approve the 

application; Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  A Special Town Meeting was scheduled for June 29, 2021 to deal with the 

Septic Waste overdraft. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Farley. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 


