
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 15, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Charles Farley, Jr., and Carol Walsh, in person.  Daniel Monahan 

attended remotely. Rachel Nobel was excused.  Visitors: John Whetstone, Steve Corson, 

Mike Gilmartin,  Brant Viner, Carlene Hanscom, Stephanie Waite, Danielle Cole, Peter Dow, 

Michael Smallidge, Carolyn Wakefield (of Lamoine), and Susan Starr attended in person. 

Attending remotely: Starr Gilmartin, Margaret Harlin, Alyce Young, Linda Hodgkins, and 

Sergio Cahuegue (Defend our Health).  

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None.   

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  None.  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of June1, 2021. Bennett motioned accept the minutes, Farley 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department::  Corson expressed appreciation for the town’s support at Town 

Meeting. He reported that the department is at 50 calls as of mid-June. The breakfast 

served 208 residents and visitors on Saturday. Burn permits can be obtained from the 

state for a fee of $7.00. Corson has found a free-of-charge website for burn permits, for 

which he will announce details soon. Corson hopes to meet with Leroy Muise at the 

Hancock County Airport to identify details of the shared firefighter position. Deputy 

Chief Heckman continues to attend Planning Board meetings. Next breakfast July 17th. 

 

b. Broadband Committee:  Whetstone reported that the committee is working with 

Spectrum to gain information on who is not served in Trenton. Spectrum provided a list 

of all addresses with Spectrum service. The committee is mapping the addresses to see 

which roads have service. Thus far, the committee is not looking at the bulk purchasing 

plan as being effective for Trenton.  

 

c. Solar:  Account numbers have been provided to Sun Dog. The book and page still needs 

to be provided. Monahan questioned whether the excess power could be shared with 

the school account. The school is a separate account, which can be added later if 

desired. Monahan suggested that fewer panels be placed on the roof so that excess 

power is not generated, or confirm that the school account can be added.  After 

discussion of whether to postpone signing the contract to get input from the school 

committee. Monahan motioned to postpone until the next Selectman’s meeting. There 

was no second. Ehrlenbach motioned to proceed and sign the contract. Bennett 



seconded. Vote: Yes: 3 No: 1 (Monahan). Ehrlenbach motioned that the Chair be 

authorized to sign the document. Bennett seconded. Vote: Yes: 3, No: 1. 

 

d. Water Test Results:  Cahuegue  explained that twelve properties had been tested for 

per and polyflouro-alkyl  in Trenton. They were all within one mile of the school. Two of 

them tested positive with high levels. This substance comes from Teflon and Gortex 

type materials. The testing by Defend our Health is complete, and there may be more 

efforts to test further in Trenton by the state. There is a new piece of legislation 

awaiting Governor Mills’ signature which will allow more testing and remediation. 

Ehrlenbach asked what were the types of wells tested, their depths, and the depths of 

the pumps in the wells, all of which is yet unknown.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Special Amusement Permit: . Downeast Lobster Pound. Bennett motioned to approve; 

Monahan seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

b. Appointments: Broadband.  Bennett motioned to approve the list as presented. Farley 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

c. Warrant for Special Town Meeting: Bennett  motioned to sign the warrant calling for a 

special town meeting on June 29th, 2021. Monahan seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. The meeting 

will be to increase the 2021 budget for Septic Waste Disposal  from $8,000 to $11,000, 

and to increase the 2021 budget for ambulance service from $14,000 to $14,200, and to 

bring the licensing of liquor sales in Trenton into line with Maine State law. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

d. Shelton Setback: The setback violation was a misconception. The Code Enforcement 

Officer has not identified any violation. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Farley seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  Chairman Ehrlenbach offered Board members an opportunity to 

participate in several items of import. The speed sign needs to be relocated and data 

downloaded and transmitted to the Sheriff’s office; now that the budget has been 

approved, the proposed budget will have to be updated and commitment documents must 

be prepared for the Assessors for 1 July; the budget will then need to be revised based on 

the mil rate to affect reimbursements and exemptions; and, the financials for the town will 

need to be closed on 30 June. Participation by Board members is welcome. 

 

Christina Heiniger, a concerned resident, offered details about the brown tail moth 

infestation in Trenton. It brings health, economic, and ecological destruction to infested 

areas. It can be declared a public health nuisance, which Bennett offered to look into, which 



may bring help from the State. Nests are found high in trees, particularly in oak and fruit 

trees, but are not limited to those species. The nests show up in December when the foliage 

is gone. When found, the locations of nests should be documented so that the public knows 

where the infestation is greatest. Bill Guess, of Eagle Arboriculture, has been responding to 

calls regarding the moths. Pesticide application is not effective now, because the 

caterpillars are already making their cocoons. Trees can be inoculated in August. The best 

way to get rid of the pest is to prune the nest and destroy it. Property owners need to be 

educated; material is available through the Maine CDC and the Maine Forest Service. The 

caterpillars have toxic hairs, with barbs, that cause severe rash and lung symptoms. One 

recommendation is to keep outside lights out between 10 pm and 12 am, from June 

through August, so that they will not be attracted to the yard.   

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Farley. Vote: 4 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 


