
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF June 29, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Charles Farley, Jr., Rachel Nobel and Carol Walsh, in person.  

Daniel Monahan attended remotely, arriving approximately at 7:10 pm. Visitors: John 

Whetstone, Steve Corson, Carlene Hanscom, Danielle Cole,  Carolyn Wakefield, Rick 

Nielsen, Leroy Muise, Rebecca Alley, and Susan Starr attended in person. Attending 

remotely: Tanya Christian-Collins.  

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None.   

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Ehrlenbach added the MOU with Bar Harbor Airport under 

Other Business.  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of June 15, 2021. Bennett motioned accept the minutes, Farley 

seconded. Vote: 4 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department::  Within the last two weeks there have been 9 calls for service, several 

of which required the use of the boat. Training was accomplished on June 21st, and 

there were two calls for fire that day.  A free burn permit site has been advertised on 

multiple town websites. Hose and ladder testing was on June 10th. Fundraising 

breakfast will be on July 17th from 6 to 10 am. There have been 59 calls so far this year. 

The next step for the fire station site is to have a wetlands study done. 

 

b. Broadband Committee:  The committee met on June 24th. They have met with reps 

regarding ConnectMe, and with those from the Digital Equity Center. They are 

interested in submitting a grant request to Maine Community Foundation, which is due 

August 2nd. There are Planning Grants I and II, and a Line Extension Grant. The Line 

Extension Grant is the most likely grant for Trenton’s needs. They will draft the request 

and bring it to the Select Board for review.  Nobel is trying to contact members of the 

League of Towns, as those members are also looking at a ConnectMe Grant. A regional 

grant, to include Trenton, would be the goal.  

 

c. Solar:  The school has a demand meter, which precludes them from being put on the 

Town’s account and being covered by the panel array anticipated for the Town Office. A 

revised layout was requested of Sun Dog Solar, and a revision to 43,000 kwh plan. 

When all of the town accounts were added together, it was determined that 

approximately 28,000 kwh per year were used by the town accounts (not including the 

school). Representatives of the Trenton School were asked if they would exchange the 



demand meter for one that was compatible with the others, which they declined. They 

chose not to expend the money for that fix. Sun Dog cannot support a panel array that 

small.    

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Appointment of Road Commissioner: Bennett motioned to appoint Eric Nielsen as Road 

Commissioner. Nobel seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Nobel seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:     

 

a. MOU with Bar Harbor Airport/Hancock County/Town of Trenton: Board members have  

an opportunity to review the MOU. County Commissioners will review the MOU on July 

6th. Action will be taken at the next Select Board meeting. The county will pay for any 

extra training needed by the employee.  

 

b. Wakefield suggested that the town be registered with the State as having a brown tail 

moth infestation. Using town letterhead, a letter can be sent to the State identifying 

the impact, and the spread of the problem. The local Health Officer (Bennett) can send 

this letter. The expectation is that any remediation provided by the State will be offered 

to Trenton.  

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Nobel. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 


