
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF November 16 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Daniel Monahan, Rachel Nobel, Charles Farley, Jr., and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors Present:   Mike Gilmartin, John Whetstone, Stephanie Waite, Christina 

Heiniger, Kristen and Susan Starr.  Those attending virtually: Linda Hodgkins, Mike 

Hodgkins, Susan Sargent, and Sergio Cahuega.   

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None.  

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  A letter from George Wood was added under Other Business. 

Nobel added Broadband and Road Safety appointments, and an update re: Road Safety 

under New Business. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of November 2, 2021. Bennett motioned to accept the minutes as 

amended with the correct spelling for Eric Hann’s name, Monahan seconded.  Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Nothing to add.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:   The Committee met on November 11th. Diane Pacheco spoke 

with the group regarding training topics. Pacheco will present a variety of subjects for 

the committee. Ehrlenbach asked if all the utility poles that might be utilized to expand 

broadband access to residents were public poles. ARPA funds are for broadband 

infrastructure for public utility poles. Nobel believed that “Last Mile” connections 

would be included under ARPA funds, but volunteered to check.  

 

c. Update Essential Employees:  No information from Hancock County Commissioners has 

been received to date. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Schedule Special Town Meeting: The date was decided on November 30th, which allows 

enough time to post the warrant. Nobel motioned to schedule a town meeting and post 

it for November 30th, 2021 to discuss the warrant as outlined, the Maine Foundation 

Grant as well as expenditure of  ARPA funds. Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. Bennett 

motioned to permit the Select Board members to come into the office individually to 

sign the warrant. Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

b. Broadband Committee and Road Safety Committee Appointments: Bennett motioned 

to approve the appointments to the Broadband Committee and the Road Safety 

Committee. Farley seconded. Appointment to the Broadband Committee:  Kristen 



Taylor Farley. Appointments to the Road Safety Committee: Jasmin Pratt, Sam Hughes, 

John Bennett, Linda Hodgkins, Starr Gilmartin, Jared Rawlins, and Rachel Nobel. Vote: 5 

Yes. Ad Hock members to this committee:  Julie Hall, Crystal DeGrassa, and Eric Hinn. 

  

c. PFAS: Christina Heiniger, representing PFAS Free Trenton, requested ARPA funds to 

continue important water testing. The Trenton Elementary School well tested at a level 

over the State safe level for PFAS. The school has completed required remediation. Of 

the wells tested around school property, about 20 to 25 per cent were contaminated. 

Heiniger gathered 140 signatures on a petition to have additional residential wells 

tested, with 100 residents specifically requesting to have their wells tested. The test for 

PFAS differs from the routine water test, costing $250 per test. Heiniger is requesting 

$25,000 in ARPA funds to do the water tests, and an additional amount for outreach, 

with a total just under $26,000. Besides funds from ARPA, Heiniger is looking at Maine 

DEP as a potential source of funds for more testing and/or remediation. Remediation 

for a household can cost between $1000 and $2000.  It was learned that ARPA funds 

qualify for any water-related drinking project, which may include arsenic in drinking 

water. Rising seas may contribute to seawater in Trenton’s drinking water and wells 

could also be tested for sodium. Heiniger will resubmit a more accurate budget 

requirement prior to the Special Town Meeting.  

 

VII. Other Business:    

a.  Letter from George Wood: In the letter, Wood has proffered a three to four hour 

presentation to Select Board members, to be given by Beth Woolfolk, of A Climate to 

Thrive. Woolfolk is advising the Bar Harbor Airport on the installation of a proposed 

solar farm. The Trenton school is still having difficulty with the “on demand” meter 

contract. Ehrlenbach opined that the on demand meter issue should be resolved before 

further steps are taken. The Board decided to give the offer thought, to postpone 

action, and to wait for more information from the school. 

  

b. MRC Vote: To be put on next agenda. 

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Farley seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Farley and seconded by Nobel. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 


