
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF November 2, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order: Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett,  Daniel Monahan, Rachel Nobel, Charles Farley, Jr., and Carol 

Walsh. Visitors Present:   Mike Gilmartin, and Steve Corson.   

 

II. Visitors to be Heard:  None.  

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda:  Nobel added Road Safety to Other Business. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of October 19, 2021. Bennett motioned to accept the minutes, 

Monahan seconded.  Vote: 4 Yes, 1 Abstention (Farley). 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson reported that there have been 93 calls for service to date. The 

Department submitted a request for a Forestry Grant for three radios and a Class A 

phone, approximately $27,000. The Wetlands Survey is still expected soon. One new 

member has been voted into the Department. Bill Malcolm began his full-time 

employment. He will be taking an EMT Basic Class, probably in November 2021 or 

January 2022.  Fire Department visited Trenton Elementary School for Fire Prevention 

Week on October 15th. Steve Heckman will again present at SBIC in Indianapolis in April 

2022. Corson clarified the Maine State mandate for COVID vaccination. An EMT that 

responds and is in close contact on EMS calls will have to be vaccinated. Not all 

members need to be vaccinated; however, those not vaccinated cannot respond to 

those calls. Regarding insurance payments to the Fire Department for responding to 

auto accidents, in 2021 there have been 16 claims submitted, which have yielded nearly 

$3,500 thus far. This money goes into the reserve account.  

 

b. Broadband Committee:   The Committee received the Maine Community Foundation 

award in the amount of $8,742. It will be used for technical assistance and outreach 

training, internet safety training, postage and mailings for news of broadband matters. 

The first newsletter is being prepared currently. A ConnectMe grant application 

submission from Trenton was recommended.  The Committee will identify a domain. 

Two committee members attended the recent County Broadband ARPA conversations, 

which was very informative.  Two more addresses have been added to the list of those 

that still need to access broadband. The contract with Spectrum has been reviewed and 

could be submitted to MMA or to the Town’s attorney for additional review. Nobel 

motioned to forward the contract edited by the Broadband Committee, with the 

correction regarding the indemnity waiver, to MMA to review and provide feedback. 

Monahan seconded. Ehrlenbach stated that he did not believe the contract covered the 



town adequately in its edited form. The statement that the Town was not releasing 

liability from suit could be added, but it should not mean that if Spectrum were to be 

sued, Trenton would indemnify them. After discussion, Nobel withdrew the motion; 

Monahan withdrew his second. Nobel moved that the Board allow Walsh to bring forth 

to MMA for their consideration and feedback, the Spectrum contract as edited and with 

the suggestions of the Broadband Committee, with the qualification that Trenton not 

waive qualified immunity, that Trenton removes the piece where Spectrum is 

indemnified. Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  Ehrlenbach explained that the grant 

funds cannot be expended until voted upon at a Town Meeting.  

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Acadia National Park: There are 54 acres in Town Hill owned by Acadia National Park, in 

accordance with a 1986 Boundary Agreement. It was originally planned for a transfer 

station. The Park would like Trenton’s support to go to Congress to use the property for 

affordable employee housing. They would deed two-thirds of the acreage to Island 

Housing Trust and keep a third for park employee housing.  Bennett motioned that the 

Board write a letter in support of the action; Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes.  

 

VII. Other Business:    

a. Road Safety:  Bennett and Nobel met with MDOT representatives and the HCPC 

Director and discussed issues regarding the Route 3 corridor and generalized road 

safety in Trenton. Nobel recommended that a new Comprehensive Plan be considered. 

Traffic calming can be improved with a greater “downtown presence.” Enforcement 

must be considered if blinking lights are installed at School Road. More signage warning 

of the school location could be added; or a more involved step might be adding a 

turning lane. They suggested that local ordinances not permit parking in areas such as 

the Trenton Lobster Pound that would make the area more congested and difficult to 

traverse. Improved road shoulders would help. A request for a second bridge coming 

from the League of Towns could be considered by MDOT. An alternate route between 

the Fire House and other points in town might also be considered. There are parts of 

the problem that can be tackled immediately with input from other town committees 

and groups. The cost to contract a new Comprehensive Plan with HCPC is between 

$20,000 and $30,000, spread over two years. A Tax Increment Financing (TIF) corridor 

could be advantageous. The airport is exploring moving its entrance to join the 

intersection at Route 3 and Oak Point Road. An alternate route behind the school, 

Marketplace, and business park might also be considered. Phase II at the Gateway 

Center will be started soon. MDOT will look at safety benefits in general on Route 3, 

including the school area, for safety funds. Road Safety Committee volunteers are ready 

to be voted in, and they are: Julie Hall, Starr Gilmartin, Linda Hodgkins, Jarod Rawlins, 

John Bennett, Jasmin Pratt, Rachel Nobel, and Crystal DeGrassa (School Principal), and 

Eric Hann, Director of Operations for Busses. Nobel motioned to appoint these 

individuals to the committee. Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 



 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to approve the AP & Payroll 

Warrants, Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Farley and seconded by Monahan. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 


