
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF January 12, 2020 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom. Rachel Nobel and Daniel Monahan attended 

remotely. Carol Walsh was excused. Visitors:  Michael Gilmartin,Chantal Longo-Guess, Billy 

Guess, Steve Corson, Danielle Cole, Susan Sargent, and Susan Starr. Attending remotely: 

John Whetstone, Mary Whetstone, Linda Hodgkins, Sol Goldman, Emily Muise, and Tom 

Reeve. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: Nobel asked that the topics of Zoom, Civility, and SEOC be 

added to the agenda. Bennett asked that the topic of the Health Officer be added. 

Monahan noted that viewers attending via Zoom should be permitted in, requiring better 

monitoring by the Board. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of December 29, 2020. Hanscom motioned to accept the minutes; 

Bennett seconded. Nobel asked that the following corrections be made to the minutes: 

 

Under New Business, Paragraph B: The selectboard does vote on SEOC membership, as 

evidenced in the minutes of meetings on 8/27/19, 9/10/19, 10/8/19.  

 

Page 2, Paragraph 2: SEOC members are Michael Hodgkins, Ron Marshall, John Bennett, 

Chantal Longo-Guess, Susan Starr, Susan Sargent, and Stephanie Waite. (Sargent explained 

that Hodgkins withdrew almost immediately after being appointed, and Marshall did not 

attend after the first meeting due to illness.)  

 

Page 2, final line: The statement that there is no time duration for the SEOC should be 

corrected to show that it was voted on 7/30/19 that its time would expire on 8/31/2020.  

 

Nobel discussed her opinion that the minutes should read per Robert’s Rules, i.e. containing 

a record of what was done at the meeting and not what was said by the members at the 

meeting. It should be a full record of the proceedings, and with that noted she continued 

with corrections: 

 

Page 2, Line 7: Nobel added that she “querried, ‘Is the committee an independently 

operating group’” stating it was important to clarify.  

 

Page 2, Line 10: Nobel asked to remove “Which she agreed is fine,” which may be taken out 

of context.  



Page 2, Line 13: (This correction is indistinct, but concerns how long the SEOC will operate 

and what are their goals.) “They don’t answer to the Select Board, they don’t receive 

guidance from us, and they don’t come together and stand on any guidance of ours.” This 

was a question statement. Vote: 4 Yes; 1 Abstained (audio difficulties). 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson reported that the department had 8 calls in November; with 

about 39 man hours responding to incidents. The extrication training required 52 man 

hours and about 143 hours above and beyond responding to calls. December there 

were 9 calls reaching a total of 114 calls for the year. There were about 40 man hours 

responding  to calls, and 145 man hours on other duties. The Bureau of Labor Standards 

training will be conducted with 4 hours via zoom, and possible further training in 

February. The gift from Steven and Tabitha King, the extrication cutter ($11,000) arrived 

this week. Corson has collected several building plans from local departments to help 

organize a plan for Trenton. He is anticipating a single story building for Trenton so as 

not to require an elevator. One member will attend an instructor’s class, which, if 

completed will give Trenton a total of 6 instructors.  

 

b. Broadband Committee: The Broadband Committee has lapsed in time. Nobel motioned 

to reinstate the Broadband Committee for one year of service beginning on this day. 

Monahan seconded: Vote: 5 Yes. The members wish to remain on that committee and 

two new members wish to be added. To remain on the committee: (First name 

indistinct) Eng. New names to be added: Sol Goldman and Tammy Shelton. Nobel 

motioned to add Sol Goldman and Tammy Goldman to the committee. Vote: 5 Yes. 

They will be reviewing the data and setting a time to meet. 

 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Municipal Funding Distribution: Emily Muise spoke on behalf of Friends in Action, 

stating that they deliver groceries and prescriptions to members of the community. 

After lengthy discussion, the following distribution of $16,715 (voted at Town Meeting, 

and all requests having been submitted in writing) were decided: 

Hanscom motioned, Bennett seconded to fund Northern Light Home Health Hospice at 

$1,000. Vote: 4 Yes; 1 Abstain (Employment) 

Hanscom motioned, Bennett seconded to fund WICK at $2,210. Vote 5 Yes 

Bennett motioned, Hanscom seconded to fund Hospice of Hancock County at $1,000. 

Vote: 5 Yes 

Hanscom motioned, Bennett seconded to fund Yesterday’s Children at $300. Vote: 5 

Yes 

Hanscom motioned, Bennett seconded to fund Downeast Horizons at $1,500. Vote: 5 

Yes. 



Hanscom motioned, Bennett seconded to fund Community Health & Counseling 

Service at $2,000. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Hanscom motioned, Monahan seconded to fund Eastern Agency on Aging at $500. 

Vote: 5 Yes 

Hanscom motioned, Nobel seconded to fund Downeast Aids Network at $500. Vote: 5 

Yes. 

Hanscom motioned, Bennett seconded to provide no funds to Paws. Vote: 5 Yes 

Hanscom motioned, Bennett seconded to provide no funds to MPBN. Vote: 3 Yes. 2 

No. 

Nobel motioned, Bennett seconded to fund Loaves and Fishes at $2,000. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Monahan motioned, Nobel seconded to fund Life Flight at $1,000. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Bennett motioned, Hanscom seconded to fund Friends in Action at $2,000. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Nobel motioned, Monahan seconded to fund Ellsworth Public Library at $2,705. Vote: 

5 Yes. 

 

b. Budget Committee Membership: Monahan asked that Dr. Viner and Steven Eng join the 

Budget Committee. The committee is comprised of 14 members: Five members of the 

Select Board, one member of the Planning Board, one member of the Board of Appeals, 

the Fire Chief, one member of the school Committee, the Road Commissioner, one 

member of the Solid Waste Committee, and three at large. Thus far the at large 

members are potentially Danielle Cole, Susan Sargent, Susan Starr, Mike Hodgkins, and 

Mark Remick. Ehrlenbach motioned that Susan Sargent, Danielle Cole, and Susan Starr 

be added as Budget Committee members at large; Bennett seconded. Nobel requested 

that Starr be replaced with Viner. Nobel made this an amendment. Starr acquiesced; 

Monahan seconded the amendment and called the question. Vote: 5 Yes. Vote on the 

amendment: 5 Yes. The vote to have three members serve at large. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

c. Quitclaim Deed: Bennett motioned to sign the Quitclaim Deed; Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Bennett motioned to pay the bills, Hanscom seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Other Business:  

 

a. Zoom: Nobel stated that the Town has a single license, which can accommodate one 

meeting at a time. She recommended that one meeting open, a concurrent meeting so 

that people can come and go. If one runs over there is no need to scramble and 

reschedule. 

b. Civility: Nobel asked that committee and board members uphold not only their oath of 

office, but uphold civility in public meetings. 



c. SEOC: Nobel expressed that she found portions of discussion during the last meeting to 

be untrue. She would like the board to determine if the SEOC should continue on, in 

spite of having had the term lapse, or if the SEOC would like to be discharged from 

existence as a committee and continue as an independent group of citizens. If the SEOC 

continues on, she believes it should be reauthorized she would like the Board to be 

clear on what it is to do, i.e. its mandate for the next year and number of members, and 

whether those are  voted onto the committee. When asked by Ehrlenbach what the 

committee would prefer, Sargent agreed to question the SEOC members before giving 

an answer. Nobel repeated from the origin of the SEOC that it could not enter into 

agreements, speak for the town on legislative, policy or financial issues. She was 

concerned that the SEOC was speaking for the town on policy or legal issues to the 

school board. She believed the group of independent citizens could go to school with 

recommendations. Nobel believes the actions and mandate of the SEOC as a committee 

would have to be very clear if it was to continue. She believes that the formal 

recommendation made to the school board, and the letter of no confidence to the 

school Superintendent, and a recommendation to withdraw from AOS 91 goes into 

policy issues. That is perceived to be against what the SEOC was set up to do initially. 

The SEOC, per Nobel, was set up to provide a report, but went on to make a formal 

recommendation. She understood from the last meeting that the SEOC would prefer 

operate independently as a group of concerned citizens, not wanting to answer to the 

Select Board. Starr responded that Nobel may have misunderstood what was said at the 

last meeting, differing to a desired option for the SEOC, and to any policy statement 

dictated to the School Board. Starr explained that the membership, appointments, and 

longevity that Nobel cited as errors in the last meeting were not made in an effort to 

mislead, but had happened a year and a half prior and had simply been forgotten over 

time. The Select Board needs to determine if it wants to reinstate the committee for 

another year, and identify the mandate and scope of work. Sargent stated that the 

SEOC is not governed by the Select Board. Ehrlenbach agreed to place this debate on 

the agenda for January 26th. 

d. Versant Rise in Prices: Monahan asked to discuss the rise, and it was agreed that this 

item will be added to the next agenda. 

e. Health Officer: Bennett informed the Board that he has completed the Health Officer 

training, but must be reappointed within 30 days of completing the course. Hanscom 

motioned to reappoint Bennett as Health Officer; Nobel seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

f. Ehrlenbach asked Nobel and Monahan to come in Wednesday after 11:00 am to sign 

the warrant. 

g. Bennett identified the public shore land access to McFarland’s Brook as a place where 

users are leaving great amounts of trash. Among the several ideas on how to identify 

the litterers, was contacting the Fish and Game Warden and asking that a camera be 

mounted. Bennett agreed to contact the officer.  

 



IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 pm. 


