
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF January 26, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom. Rachel Nobel and Daniel Monahan attended 

remotely. Carol Walsh was excused. Visitors:  Brant Viner, Mike Gilmartin, John Whetstone, 

Stephanie Waite, Danielle Cole, Chantal Longo-Guess, Jim Wadman, Steve Corson, Mark 

Remick, Susan Sargent, and Susan Starr attended in person. Virtual attendees: Rebecca 

Alley, Jennifer Bonilla, Starr Gilmartin, Tom Reeve, Carol Walsh, and Cindy Lambert. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None. 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: Nobel added the subject of “Zoom” to the agenda. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of January 12, 2021. Hanscom motioned to accept the minutes; 

Bennett seconded. Nobel corrected under B. Other Business: regarding the Broadband 

Committee, Starr Gilmartin is the only one of the original committee members returning to 

serve on the renewed committee. Monahan corrected Page 3, under Budget Committee 

membership, Steven Eddy was asked to join the committee, rather than Eng. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department:  Corson reported that in 2020, the members had responded to 114 

calls, with a total of 674 hours. For maintenance, repairs, and training, the members put 

in about 1300 hours, with a grand total of 1,996 hours, or per member 117 hours per 

week, about 5.5 hours per day. There will be a COVID vaccine clinic on Feb. 3rd, for six 

members. They will stagger the full membership in obtaining vaccines. Seven 

mandatory trainings were accomplished via Zoom. Corson has floorplans from 

Southwest Harbor Fire Department. Corson has asked radio personality, Chris Popper to 

assist with recording and broadcasting information about the Trenton Fire Department. 

Board members thought it a good idea.  

 

b. Broadband Committee: Broadband Committee met within the past week. Reviewed 

data and options; reliability, speed and last mile are larger issues. Consideration may be 

given to Connect ME Grants. May replace the survey on the town website with 

broadband speed test so that individuals may use the link and test their ability. Mary 

and Jim Turner have joined the committee. Business connections in Trenton will be a 

topic at the next meeting, Thursday, Feb. 4, 5:30 pm. The Board agreed that the link 

should be posted. 

 

c. SEOC: Sargent reported that the committee had completed its research, had submitted 

a report, and considered its part finished. Ehrlenbach expected that the School 



Committee would still provide a response to the SEOC’s questions. Nobel asked who 

would pursue the Local Option Tax, and other recommendations raised by the SEOC. 

Sargent responded that it is in the School Committee’s hands to determine if other 

paths should be pursued. Nobel stated that the Local Option Tax could be pursued, as 

well as a special license plate and some other items. 

 

VI. New Business: 

a. Audit: James Wadman addressed the Board, having completed the annual town audit. 

The opinion letter expressed that there were no unresolvable issues., giving an 

unmodified opinion. The fund highlights: The ending fund balance $1,995,045, of that 

$784,135 is the town’s general unassigned, or surplus fund. That is about 18% of 

expenses for the year. 2018 surplus was just over $818,000; 2019, $764,00, and in 

2020, $784,135. Government-Wide financial statements show that the town has about 

$6 million in assets, but much of that is not liquid. The town’s balance sheet, liquid 

assets, was reviewed. Wadman pointed out an error: Budget vs Actual Operating 

Results: In the Original Budget column, it shows that the budget was for the town to 

reduce surplus by $180,247. In the third column, the actual amount, $136,912, of 

increase, which is about $320,000 positive operating result. Health and Sanitation, 

Septic Disposal should be identical at $248,713. Extra money had been raised at a 

special town meeting. Wadman noted that there had been a decrease in unpaid taxes, a 

positive adjustment. Monahan summarized that Trenton was in a good financial state 

moving forward, which Wadman confirmed. He complimented the Town Office staff 

and the Board of Selectmen for keeping accurate records, being cooperative, and 

organized. 

 

b. Versant Rate Hike: It was recognized that the Maine Public Utilities Commission 

monitors rates on utilities, that the rate hike was going to be approximately 4.7%, 

which equates to roughly $4.00 per month. It was recognized that Versant pays 

$145,000 in property taxes to Trenton. The Board declined to take any action regarding 

the rate hike. Monahan motioned for the Board to write a public comment to Versant, 

and ask the Public advocate and the Attorney General to intervene on Trenton’s behalf. 

The motion failed for lack of a second. 

 

c. Certificate of Appointments: 

Lisa Winger, Emergency Management Director  

Martha Higgins, Representative to Acadia Disposal District 

Carlene Hanscom, E-911 Addressing Officer 

Charles Swanson, Surveyor of Wood, Bark, and Lumber 

Rob Duplesia, Assessor 

Floyd Ober, Fence Viewer 

Angela Chamberlain, Sign Officer, Code Enforcement Officer, Local Plumbing Inspector 

Rachel Nobel, Representative to Hancock County Planning Commission 



Kevin Hallet, Assistant Fire Chief 

Kelton Muise, State Fire Warden 

Steve Heckman, Deputy Fire Chief 

 

Hanscom motioned to appoint the above named individuals and sign the appointments; 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Hanscom motioned to pay the bills, Bennett seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

a. Other Business: Nobel spoke regarding the use of Zoom. The Planning Board will be 

using a projector, camera, and speakers at the next meeting. This method may provide 

a superior product to decrease difficulties encountered over the past several weeks 

with Zoom. Whetstone stated that he would be using the equipment belonging to the 

fire department. Whetstone will report back on the success. 

 

VIII. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Hanscom and seconded by Bennett. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 


