
TOWN OF TRENTON 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF February 9, 2021 MEETING 

 

I. Call to Order:  Board of Selectman Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Fred 

Ehrlenbach, John Bennett, Carlene Hanscom. Rachel Nobel and Daniel Monahan attended 

remotely. Carol Walsh attended virtually. Visitors:  Brant Viner, Mike Gilmartin, John 

Whetstone, Danielle Cole, Billy Guess, Chantal Longo-Guess, Steve Corson,  and Susan Starr 

attended in person. Virtual attendees: Stephanie Roguski, Margaret Harlin, Susan Sargent, 

Selena Dunbar, Starr Gilmartin, Jennifer Bonilla, Amy K., Linda Hodgkins, Nancy Thurlow, Alf 

Anderson, Sergio Cahueque, and Mike Zboray. 

 

II. Visitor to be Heard: None 

 

III. Adjustments to the Agenda: None. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes of January 26, 2021. Hanscom motioned to accept the minutes; 

Bennett seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

V. Old Business: 

a. Fire Department: Corson reported that part two of mandatory training was 

accomplished with all present. One more session must be scheduled. They had the 8th 

call of the year. He obtained a rough estimate on the cost to build a new building, 

between $130 to $150 per square foot, or between 1.3  and 1.5 million dollars. Corson 

suggested that a Building Committee be considered and appointed, comprised of two 

people from the Select board and two from the Fire Department, and two from the 

public. He also suggested a tour of the Southwest Harbor fire station. A rendering will 

be available in about two weeks, to offer a general idea of the plan.   

 

b. Broadband Committee: No meeting took place. The next scheduled meeting is on Feb. 

18th. 

 

VI. Bayside Road Property: Nobel asked about the real estate market rates for this piece of 

property. Bennett volunteered to do some research. Monahan asked if it was considered as 

the site of a sub-station. Corson stated that such a use could be possible. Many of the force 

members live on the Bayside Road. It could become a location for a water supply on that 

side of town. Monahan moved to table the question to the next meeting when a market 

analysis might be available. Nobel seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

VII. New Business: 

a. PFAS Testing: Monahan noted that a few years ago the school was found to have PFAS, 

Forever Chemicals. Defend our Health is a community health organization in Portland, 

which has helped residents obtain free water tests. Sergio Cahueque spoke about the 



work the organization does, a non-profit that works to make sure people have access to 

safe water, and regulating toxic chemicals. Teflon and Gortex, water resistant materials 

are the most frequent users of PFAS. They are linked to cancer, birth defects, brain 

issues. In 2018 Trenton Elementary School was tested and PFAs were found.  Although 

the result was below the EPAs level, it was thought that further research was 

warranted. Defend Our Health would like to step in, with funding from grants, and offer 

testing in properties within the area around the school. They can offer 10 test kits, and 

may have more with additional funding. They want to start with the airport and homes 

close to the school. He provided contact information for those with interest.  Walsh 

volunteered that those on Caruso Drive and School Road should probably be the 

priorities. Information about the program will be made available, and Walsh will help 

get the information out. 

 

b. Quitclaim Deed: Deed for Arrango. There is a 30-day requirement for recording the 

deed. Walsh will notify the owner of this time limit. Nobel motioned to sign the deed 

once Walsh has reached and notified Arrango, and that the Board members may then 

come in individually to sign the deed. Monahan seconded. Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

VIII. Approval of A/P & Payroll Warrants: Hanscom motioned to pay the bills, Bennett seconded. 

Vote: 5 Yes. 

 

IX. Other Business: Bennett noted that MDOT will be conducting several projects in Trenton in 

the coming season; Route 230 will be recovered, and the Gateway Center will be entering 

Phase 2. It was also noted that two new trailer/dwellings have appeared at the corner of 

Bayside Road and Goose Cove Road.  Questions of fresh water and septic were raised. 

Bennett will discuss the issue with the CEO.  

 

X. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Bennett and seconded by Hanscom. Vote: 5 Yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 


